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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:  KENNY PERRY (-14)       
August 5, 2017 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Kenny, thanks for joining us.  Another 7-under 65 today and tied at 14 

under with Paul Goydos, who -- 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Isn't there somebody else at 14 under?   

 

MODERATOR:  Gene. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Gene Sauers.  You're slacking. 

 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, statutory senility.  But maybe just talk about your day maybe in 

comparison to round 1. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  It was funny, the first day I had everything going, birdied the first six and 

I'm thinking I'm going to shoot 58 or 59 and struggled coming in to shoot 7 under.  Today I 

felt like I didn't have much, I couldn't really hit my driver solid, but I was hitting my irons nice 

and made some nice putts so I ended up shooting the same score so that's kind of funny.  

One day I feel like I got it, next day I don't feel like I got it and shoot the same score.  So 

that's a positive. 

 

It's funny, you can shoot a pair of 65s, 14 under and they're catching you.  To me, that's 

what's going to happen tomorrow.  I truly believe somebody's going to go -- anybody as far 

as four back can win this golf tournament.  That puts the whole field in play.  I'm going to 

have to figure out a way to go out there and shoot another 65 and see where that stacks up.  

I don't know, it's just going to be -- it's going to be a birdie fest.  It's going to be fun for 

everybody to watch.  It's going to be a lot going on out there tomorrow. 

 

MODERATOR:  Well, we had the lowest, today's scoring average was the lowest round in 

tour history, just a shade under 68. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  Well, there was no wind, the greens, this golf course is in perfect shape.  

You get it online, it's going in.  The greens are the fastest I can ever remember them.  Yeah, 

I could see where today would be the lowest record-breaking under par ever.  There's just a 

lot of birdie holes out there. 

 

MODERATOR:  Can we go through kind of your last three or four birdies, 16? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  16, I hit a 3-wood and a sand wedge to about eight, 10 feet, pretty straight 

putt. 

 

MODERATOR:  And 11. 
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KENNY PERRY:  11, I hit a driver and a pitching wedge and made about a 15-footer for 

birdie. 

 

MODERATOR:  And then you had the three in a row at 7, 8 and 9. 

 

KENNY PERRY:  7, I hit a hybrid and a 64-degree sand wedge to about 10 feet.  Then I hit 

a pretty 5-iron on 8 to about 10 feet.  2 identical putts, 7 and 8, both broke about six inches 

left to right.  Made them both the same, same speed, same everything.  That usually doesn't 

happen very often.  Then 9, I hit a driver and an 8-iron to about three, four feet and was able 

to get that in. 

 

I was steady out there.  I had a lot of chances.  I had a lot of chances on the back nine I 

didn't make.  I only made two birdies on the back nine, so I had my opportunities and just 

didn't capitalize on the par 5s.  I didn't get 12 and I didn't get 18.  I hit it too far on 18 back 

there and it was just a pretty difficult up-and-down to make birdie.  Made par there. 

 

All in all, though, it was a good day.  Any time you shoot 65, I don't care where you are, it's a 

good round of golf. 

 

Q.  How often do you shoot back-to-back 65s and find yourself in a dogfight?  

 

KENNY PERRY:  This is it.  Normally you shoot a pair of 65s you're in great shape.  There's 

probably only one or two with you and the field separates.  They didn't separate here.  It's 

like everybody's catching up and you're playing good but they're playing better.  Pretty 

incredible.  60, that's an incredible round of golf. 

 

Q.  Seemed like in the middle of the back nine everybody was kind of stagnating a 

little bit.  Is there something particular about from, say, 13, 14 until you get to 17 

before you're -- 

 

KENNY PERRY:  13 and 14 are two really good holes out here, you've got a 210-yard par 3, 

and then you've got the dogleg left, par 4, the pin was way left today, over the water, so 

there's not going to be many birdies on those holes, period.  15 and 16 were very gettable 

and so was 17.  17 and 18. 

 

You know, 10's a birdie hole, 11's a birdie hole, 12's a birdie hole.  13 and 14 are kind of the 

only two holes you really need to pay attention to, they can get you, especially 14 with all 

that water.  

 

Q.  What's causing the difference? 

 

KENNY PERRY:  We had some blustery north winds yesterday, 15-mile an hour and 

everybody took it deep and today with mild conditions they really went deep.  I guess all that 

rain on Thursday really softened the greens up enough to where you can just pretty much 

throw whatever you want to at it, they're going to take it.  There's not a lot of fire in them.  
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Even though they are super fast, it just seems they hold everything you throw at them, and I 

think that's probably the difference why guys are going deeper than in the past.  I always 

remember we had to kind of play a little short, let them take that first big hop and then settle 

down, where right now it seems like everything you can just shove it right on in there to a 

number and it's going to take it. 
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