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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:     PAUL GOYDOS  ( -14)      
August 5, 2017 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Paul, maybe get us started.  I would like to say it's your career-low round, 
but obviously it isn't. 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  In relation to par, it ties.  
 
DAVE SENKO:  Maybe just talk about the day, looks like you had just 16 one-putts. 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I've got to work on that a little bit.  I don't know what exactly 
happened there.  It's funny, I haven't been playing well really all year.  Kevin was a big help 
in the team event where I had my best finish.  Individually I struggled really all year and I 
struggled putting all year.  And the first hole, I kind of hit an okay drive and then hit it just a 
12-handicap 7-iron about 15 yards short and right off the green.  I'm thinking this is how I 
play, and I got it up and down, hit a good chip and made a nice little four, five-footer.  And 
then, bazinga from that point.  I missed the birdie putt on No. 5 and I missed the birdie putt 
on No. 13 and the rest of them were just taking it out of the hole.  It was just one of those 
weird days.  The whole key to that round was to stay completely out of your own way and 
whatever happens, happens.  I did a pretty good job of that.  I didn't hit a great putt on 13, 
but other than that, I did a pretty good job of that. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Birdies --   
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Might be quicker to go through the pars. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  I don't need every birdie, but just, two or three. 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  The weather was perfect, you couldn't ask for a better day.  There's still 
some moisture on the greens so your ball's going to -- you're going to control the golf ball on 
the green, if you drive it in the fairway, so you knew you had to shoot a good score.  I'm sure 
the scores are good.  I made a nice, a good drive on a nice 9-iron and 10-footer on No. 2 
after kind of butchering playing No. 1 poorly.  And then 3, I laid up and hit a nice wedge in 
about four feet and made that.  Now you're kind of into your round and you're going the right 
direction, things are going well.  Those are the types of things that happen.  Nice birdie on 6, 
7 and 8.  Again, birdieing 6, there are going to be a lot of birdies today.  There are going to 
be a lot of birdies on 7 today, but 8, those are the birdies that turn 65s into 60s.  Hit a 3-iron 
in there about 10 feet and made that.  5 under on the front nine, that's not bad.   
 
But again, the thought process is, 7 under par -- well, 7 under par's 50.  You need to quit 
patting yourself on the back and get going, and I actually hit a bad tee shot on 10 but 
managed to make a par there.  Then good shots on 11 and 12 for birdies.   
 
Then getting back to the luck factor.  On 15, the fairway there has got to be, I don't know, 
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60 yards wide, and I found a way to hit it in the left rough behind the tree, which is 
impossible.  I didn't know trees were on that hole.  I really don't have much.  I'm thinking a 
really good shot will leave me in the right front of the green, and I hit a 20-yard hook out of 
the rough and hit hard, rolled up about 20 feet, and I made it for birdie, so I really turned 5 
into 3 there.  And again, those are the things that turn really good rounds into stupid good 
rounds and then 16, 17 and 18, I don't know, 15-footer, a 25-footer and a 20-footer, and they 
all went dead center.  They were five feet from the hole.  Just don't think -- don't think 
yourself out of missing that. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  The shot sequence on 18. 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  I hit a good drive.  They want the hole to be reachable.  I drove it good 
and I had 225 to the hole and a little into the wind.  Also you've got this -- short's not that 
good.  Probably a 4-wood but I would have to hammer it with the wind.  So you can hit it 
over the green, and be okay, so I hit a 3-wood.  I drove it about the same place I did 
yesterday, and I hit it right behind where the flag is today.  I hit it, on the green and rolled up 
to about, I would say, 15 feet, 18 feet, and I hit the putt and it was -- these might be the 
fastest greens I've putted on the Champions Tour.  They're at least 12.  They might be faster 
than that.  You have to be careful.  I just was trying to roll the thing down the hill, and it just 
kept rolling, rolling, rolling, rolling.   
 
17 was the same way.  If you were to roll the stimpmeter on the putt on 17, it would have 
been 25 down the hill, and it just kept rolling, rolling, rolling.  The same on 18. 
 
Q.  Paul, how do you compare today's 60 to 59? 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Similar, I hit it better when I shot 59.  Today I made probably more -- well, 
today I thought I made more putts than I did that day.  As inconceivable as that sounds. 
 
But similar, I mean, I hit is -- when I shot 59, I ended up finishing second that week, and 
what I remember is that I would say of the four rounds -- I shot 24 under par, I don't know, 
22 under par, I probably was, you know, the worst ball-striking day.  It was a great ball 
striking day, but the next three days, I hit it even better and I shot obviously a lot higher 
scores.  I hit the ball better than I had today, but I can't imagine I putted better.  It was kind of 
like a volume thing, sort of like when you're driving in the country and you've got like one bar 
on your phone and all of a sudden, you hit a pocket that goes like that.  
 
I started out making 10-footers for birdies and 12-footers, and pretty soon you had to make 
20-footers for birdie.  It kept getting farther away from the hole.  Normally it's the other way, 
you start getting more confidence, and you start getting it closer to the hole down the stretch 
when you shoot a really good one.  I went the other way, started hitting it farther away, and 
still making it. 
 
Q.  Did you feel like you were in the zone? 
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PAUL GOYDOS:  No.  Well, today, yes.  I didn't really pay much -- we did a show on the 59 
where Annika Sorenstam talked about it.  I'll tell you what, talk to her for 20 minutes, and you 
figure out why she won 100 golf tournaments.  It's not hard to figure out.   
 
She talked about the zone a little bit, how it was 100 percent being in the present.  Meaning 
that the outcome is irrelevant.  I had a putt on 18, a 15-footer, the putt goes in the hole, 
that's a future event that you're not concerned with.  What you're concerned about is reading 
it, getting comfortable, and hitting it soft.  If it goes in, it goes in.  That's a future problem.   
 
So when you say staying in the present, the present, now.  Not one socket i front of that.  
That's really what I did a good job of especially down the stretch, when it started getting -- I 
think I finished birdie, birdie, birdie, eagle.  More crazy stuff happened the last four holes but 
I was able to just accept where I was and hit the next shot and not concerned -- I think that's 
really what the zone is.  
 
Q.  You talked about not patting yourself on the back.  What is the mindset when you 
know you've got to be 15 under or better? 
 
PAUL GOYDOS:  Again, it goes back to being in the zone.  I wasn't too concerned that 
much about it, just trying to shoot the best score you can with the best shots you can.  
You've heard that, one shot at a time and all those cliches that you have about golf, but 
when you're playing well in the zone, that's how you play, and when you're struggling, you're 
thinking, God, I need to make a birdie.  That's how I've been for the previous 20 tournaments 
this year is I need to make a birdie as opposed to just letting things happen.  That's kind of 
the difference is the guys who are playing well aren't considering getting to 20 under par, 
they're trying to hit this shot well.   
 
Cliches are true for a reason, that's what you need to do.  I did a very good job of it.  I did a 
terrible job of it yesterday, especially after the first nine holes, I was 1 over standing on the 
second tee yesterday after ten holes.  I was thinking I've got to start making some birdies, 
this is trouble here, you know.   
 
You go back to, he asked me did you see it coming.  I was 1 over, I made a bogey and nine 
pars, and the second hole I drove it in a divot over the water.  Whoever hit the shot came 
over the top about 25 degrees to the left, so I've got to aim at the left of the green, I can't hit 
the ball.  I hit it and it flew on the grown and I had a 30-footer for birdie there.  When I hit it, I 
thought I putted in the lake.  The greens are quick, it's going to go off the green and it went 
bang and went in, and I birdied the next three.  If that putt doesn't go in, I'm not sitting here 
today, there's no question.  I wasn't very patient yesterday, and then something really good 
happened, dumb luck for lack of a better word, and it kind of calmed things down and birdied 
the next four holes and it kind of bled into today. 
 
Q.  Considering the form you've had of late, what sort of number would you have been 
happy with today?  
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PAUL GOYDOS:  I was just thinking, I shot 2 under yesterday.  It was a little bit windy 
yesterday, the scores weren't as good as they're going to be today, but I thought if you 
want -- my kind of goal was to get to double digits.  Get to double digits under par.  Michael 
Bradley, I played with.  He shot 8 under par today.  Kind of lost track of a guy shooting 8 
under par in my group.   
 
But also he helped, he birdied five of the first six today which kind of gives you that 
confidence at the top there.  Double digits and then a really good one would give me a 
chance on Sunday.  You've got to think -- again, the golf course right now with the rain they 
had on Thursday is a little defenseless.  I don't think it's supposed to be very windy 
tomorrow, either.  There's not a lot of defense out there.  You can hit the ball where you 
want to and the ball stops.  This was my first Champions Tour event in '14, and Kenny Perry 
shot 23 under par here.  So I'm at 14 right now so I have a long ways to go.  Kenny seems 
to do well here.  Of course, he seems to do well everywhere. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Thanks, Paul. 
 
  


