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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     SCOTT VERPLANK   ( -6)     
August 4, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Well, Scott, good start, 6 under.  Maybe just some thoughts on your day to get us 

started and then we'll get some questions. 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  Okay.  You know, I hit a few good shots starting out and started 

making birdies on the third hole and I birdied 3 through 7.  I chipped in on the sixth hole.  I 

had a little sand wedge in and I kind of pulled it and it hit the fringe and I actually chipped 

that in.  Other than that, I had it in there pretty close.  Then I kind of hit a little lull and not 

really that good, but I finished up pretty strong, which I was happy with.  I hit it pretty close 

on 16 about five, six feet and made it, and then I actually hit it about eight feet on 17 and 

missed it and then I two-putted 18 for birdie. 

 

Got righted a little bit.  Scored excellently, but physically I wasn't as good as I needed to be 

today.  Mentally and scoring wise, I took what it was going to give me and got away with it.   

 

Q.  Did you have -- any of those birdies, did you have any long putts of any length? 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  About 15 feet on the fourth hole.  Other than that, they were all -- I 

made like a four-footer on 3, I hit it a foot on 5, I chipped it in from about 20 feet on 6, and 

then 7 I hit it about eight feet. 

 

Q.  What was the one bogey? 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  I hit it on the front of the green on 13, three-putted.  I hit it bad.  That 

was when I was kind of like not hitting it solid as I thought I should have been. 

 

Q.  With the rain yesterday, did that make a big difference on the course today? 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  Well, the greens were a little bit softer.  It's not like they're soft.  I 

played Wednesday in the morning and I was pretty -- I mean, I was kind of like wow, the 

greens are pretty firm and they're very fast.  They're actually great.  They're as good as I've 

ever seen.  I guess this is maybe the third time I've been here, but they're fantastic.  It did 

soften up a little bit, but not a lot.  It's not like they're sponges. 

 

Q.  When you're out in the tournament early like this in the first round and you make 

five in a row, do thoughts start getting in your head about what might happen? 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  Yes, but not -- you've got to make about eight or nine in a row before 

you start getting real jacked up about it.  You know what, the wind was blowing pretty hard 

and I actually, on the eighth hole I hit a beautiful 4-iron right behind the hole like 15 feet and 

I lipped out for six in a row, then all the wind went out of my sails.  Obviously around here, I 

mean, the first time I came here I couldn't believe how low the scores were.  Maybe now I'm 
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figuring it out a little bit. 

 

Q.  That was actually what I was going to ask next.  You look at the board and you're 

thinking I've got to do this again tomorrow? 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  Yeah, it's almost like that almost every week.  Guys just shoot, make 

birdies and shoot low scores, and if you're afraid to make birdies, you're probably not going 

to do very good. 

 

Q.  Does that change your expectations at all week to week as far as the scoring? 

 

SCOTT VERPLANK:  No.  You know what, if I do the things that for most of my career that 

I've been good at, then I'll be fine.  If I drive it in the fairway, hit it reasonably solid and putt 

good, which is kind of the things I've done most of my career, I'll shoot some good scores. 
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