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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    MIKE GOODES   ( -7)    
August 4, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Well, Mike, 7-under 65 today, looks like seven birdies, no bogeys, 17 of 18 greens 

in regulation, 29 putts and you hit all 14 fairways? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  So maybe just take us through your day, just some thoughts on how everything 

went? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, I played real nice.  Actually, the only green -- technically the green I 

missed was on 12, and I was about four, five inches off the fringe and putted it.  So when I 

add it up, I hit it.  Technically, that was a miss, but essentially I putted for some type of a 

birdie every hole, an eagle on the last hole.  I hit the last green in two.  I played really nice.  

Really was hardly ever in jeopardy of making a bogey.  I had a couple long birdie putts, but I 

was able to two-putt )) them, maybe three long birdie putts that were tough putts but I was 

able to two-putt )) them.  The rest was kind of whether I could make some 15, 20-footers or 

not, you know.  And I had a couple pretty close.  But I played really nice.  I drove the ball 

beautiful all day.  I drove it right down, pretty much right down the middle of the fairway 

every day.  You walk off the tee a little more relaxed than where the heck did that one end 

up. 

 

Q.  Birdies, any of these on the front nine, any of those putts, the four birdies, long 

putts? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  Well, you know, they weren't gimmes by any means.  The one on 6 was 

maybe three feet.  The one on 2 was probably 12, between 12 and 15 feet, I would guess.  

So you don't have to make them.  And then I made -- hit a beautiful shot on 8, I hit 5-iron to 

maybe about five or six feet and made it, and then I hit two nice shots on 9 and I made a 

nice putt, probably made about a 15-footer there.  Then I birdied -- I hit a really nice wedge 

in 10 to maybe about five feet again, and made that.  So none of them were a foot, but they 

weren't real long.  I didn't make any real long putts.  Then I got around and the birdie on 15 

was probably about 15 feet to give or take a couple feet. 

 

Q.  And 18? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  18, I had about maybe an 18-foot eagle putt and I did the worst thing and 

left it about a foot short, but it was straight up the hill.  Anyways, so that was my kick-in for 

the day on 18. 

 

Q.  Mike, is this something -- did you feel a round like this coming, is there something 

about your game that you like recently? 
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MIKE GOODES:  I played the British Senior Open last week and I played really solid, hit the 

ball really nicely.  The conditions were really, really hard and I made some really good little 

par-saving putts over there, really kind of.  I just haven't scored good this year, I've been 

hitting the ball really nice.  I just felt like I was in the right track.  I drove the ball fantastic last 

week in all the wind and rain and everything.  Pretty much drove it where I was trying to all 

the time, hitting it solid.  Then this course is so different, it's so much wider, a little bit of wind 

but not a lot.  It's easier obviously and the scores show it.  But yeah, I felt good coming in.  I 

felt good the last few weeks actually playing, it hasn't shown a hundred percent.  We'll see 

what happens the next couple days. 

 

Q.  Feeling good enough that you think you can do this again twice more?  That's 

probably what it's going to take? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  Yeah, definitely.  It's definitely going to take that.  Yeah, I hope so.  I feel 

good, we'll see.  It's hard to play every round without a bogey.  I'm not going to probably do 

that, but if I play good, I'll give myself a lot of birdie chances, and the greens are fantastic 

here.  They're fast, but they're very good, too.  So you get the putts on line, )) you read them 

right, you're going to make a lot of putts.  I played with Loren today, I watched some putts go 

in from long distance, it was beautiful.  It's going to take a lot under par here.    

 

Q.  Is that because of the wide fairways or the greens that you mentioned?  What is it 

about this course? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  It is.  The fairways are really wide and the course condition is perfect.  The 

fairways are perfect, the greens are perfect, the conditions as far as weather.  We had, I 

think, 10 to 20-mile an hour winds so that got your attention a couple of times.  But other 

than that, if you're hitting the ball pretty good, there's not a lot of danger shots.  You've got 

to -- that second shot on 9, if you happen to flare it a little bit.  Obviously 18, you've got to hit 

a good second shot, you've got to go ahead and hit a solid second shot to get up there.  And 

17.  So other than that, I don't think there's a lot of dangerous shots here.  They're shots you 

don't have to get close to the hole, you don't have to hit them in the middle of the fairway but 

you've got to hit something really bad to make a high score.  And these guys are so good.  

Kenny was 7 under through what, five holes?  I don't know.  You know, Kenny's playing 

just -- won the Senior Open, putted great.  He gets to putting like he did at the U.S. Senior 

Open, he's going to be hard to beat because he can dominate with his length.  It's not that 

he isn't straight also, but he ain't going to miss hardly any fairways on this golf course.  You 

let him take his driver out and beat it like he can and then he's just hitting a little chip to 

every green.  And all the par 5s, I'm not sure, he can get really close to 12, if not knock it on, 

but all the other ones he can knock it on. 

 

Q.  So you won't be surprised if there's another 29 on a nine in this tournament? 

 

MIKE GOODES:  No, no, not at all. 

 

Q.  Have you ever had a situation where you go from super terrible conditions to 
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conditions like this, where it's -- 

 

MIKE GOODES:  We've come back from the British several times and come right back.  

Several years we came right back and played the U.S. Senior Open right after the British 

and then we've come become here several times, too.  But that's the worst conditions we've 

ever played in and I've played in every -- I've played since '07 over in the U.K.  It's by far the 

worst conditions we've played in.  When you come back to the states, it's always good 

because we're always playing in a warm spot.  It just happens to be if you get a day like 

yesterday where you know how rare that is here, I heard it was the coldest of any major city 

in the North American continent yesterday.  That's what somebody said this morning, so 

how rare is that to have that yesterday.  Luckily that was yesterday and not today. 
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