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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    RORY McILROY   ( -7) 
August 6, 2017    
 
 
RORY McILROY:  I thought I saw some improvements in my game from when I got here on 
Wednesday, thought my wedge play got a little bit better as the week went on.  Putted pretty 
well, even when I missed putts out there, they were scaring the hole, so that was good.  
Drove the ball well.  Sort of everything that I need to do next week, I'm pretty comfortable 
with.  Just excited to get there and have a good look at some of the changes and get myself 
prepared for next Thursday. 
 
Q.  Your wedge play on the back nine especially? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was much better.  Just a couple little things, little tweaks to -- sort 
of technique, but then just being a little bit more aware of certain distances and trying to 
keep the flight down a little bit.  But it was, it was much better.  I'm really happy with that, 
especially on the back nine I hit some really good wedge shots. 
 
Q.  Jordan says you should be the favorite going into the PGA, agree or disagree? 
 
RORY McILROY:  He can be the favorite.  No.  Trying to take some pressure off himself, I 
see what he's trying to do. 
 
I don't know, jeez.  I've won a couple times around there, I like PGA Championship setups.  
If I'm the favorite, I'm the favorite.  I'm happy with that.  Means I'm playing well.  Much 
different than I went into my last majors.  It's amazing what two weeks can do.  Such is life.  
Yeah, all good. 
 
Q.  What about the PGA Championship setups do you like? 
 
RORY McILROY:  It's fair.  It's just very fair.  It gives you chances if you do miss a shot, it 
gives you chances to recover.  They don't try to trick it up too much so that par's a good 
score.  If someone goes out and shoots 5, 6 under par, they don't mind that.  It's just about 
basically the best golfer who wins that week, and the tracks are always really good.  I really 
enjoy some of the courses we've been to in a PGA Championship.  They suit my style of 
game, they're long and not too narrow.  Usually four par 5s, next week's only three par 5s, 
and I think in August time it's usually humid, conditions are a little bit softer and that 
obviously plays into my hands as well. 
 
Q.  When you made the putt on 6, did you feel like there might be any shades of 2014? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I did.  I made that long one on 16 with 3 under, and I thought oh, 
I've got a bit of a chance here.  I think the two putts on 7 sort of halted any momentum that I 
had and then a bogey on 9.  It was tough to sort of get myself back.  I hit a couple of good 
putts on 10 and 11, didn't go in.  Just sort of was a bit of a struggle from there.  It was nice to 
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sign off with a birdie and shoot under par. 
 
Q.  Do you have an idea if you'll go out to the course tomorrow? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I will.  It looks like tomorrow's going to be the best day of the week.  
Looks like only 20 percent.  I'll get a full 18 in tomorrow and I know that I have that on the 
books and not take my chances on Tuesday and Wednesday.  So yeah, I'll play 18 
tomorrow, and then see how the forecast is for the rest of the week.   
 
Q.  Anything specific you'll work on more than other parts of your game?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Not really.  Obviously you're going from bentgrass greens from here to 
bermuda so it's a little bit different.  Just try to get into reading the greens, try to get all that 
done and get comfortable with that.  We haven't played bermuda for, guess since THE 
PLAYERS for me, so it's just about getting back into that and maybe reading putts from all 
four sides, seeing the greens, looking at the hole, seeing the damage from what side of the 
hole, and just try to get into that mindset again.  
 
Q.  What grade would you give Harry for the week?  
 
RORY McILROY:  Harry was good.  He encouraged me when I needed it.  We both did 
yardages.  We didn't really make any mistakes out there.  He did what was expected of him, 
so I guess you can't not give him an A. 
 
Q.  Hideki has a big lead.  What do you like about his game that you've seen? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Once he gets going, he just keeps the hammer down and keeps it 
going.  It's very impressive.  He's played very impressively over the past 18 months 
with a lot of wins and a lot of good finishes.  He's obviously up to second in the world, 
I think.  Great player, great young player.  Yeah, I mean, he's won one World Golf 
Championship in China, he's probably going to win another one here.  That's sort of 
the caliber of player he is, I expect him to be right up there next week as well. 
 
Q.  You know that question's coming. 
 
RORY McILROY:  What? 
 
Q.  On your press conference, it will be someone from the Japanese --  
 
RORY McILROY:  Oh, yeah.   
 


