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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:  HIDEKI MATSUYAMA  ( -16) 
August 6, 2017    
 
 
 
Q.  Hideki, congratulations.  Bob Turner is here, his interpreter.  We've run into Bob a 
number of times through the years.  I want to just begin, was this the absolute 
greatest single round, best performance of your career?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  You know, you wouldn't believe it how I warmed up this morning.  I 
was not hitting it good on the range.  
 
Q.  Dottie Pepper was following your group and she was watching your warm-up and 
she passed that along to our audience.  But on the front nine, there were some times 
where you kind of hit the shots into the green, kind of turned around, walked away, 
we thought maybe you were unhappy and they were in there close and you were 
making birdies.  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  You know, I did hit some good shots but I was nervous all the way 
around because I really wasn't sure of my swing today.   
 
Q.  That was interesting because I thought that was a nice switch, and with his caddie, 
you looked really happy.  All of a sudden, by about 12, you looked really relaxed, but 
maybe inside not so relaxed? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  You know, when you're making birdies, you get relaxed real quick.    
 
Q.  I'm sure maybe you wouldn't have had an awareness of this as you were playing 
the last hole, but you needed birdie to tie the course record, and you did.  You shot 61 
and you join now Jose Maria Olazabal, Tiger Woods, and Sergio Garcia, the only 
players to ever shoot 61 here. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  In fact, I played with Tiger four years ago when he shot 61, so I 
knew 61 was the number today.    
 
Q.  So you knew about it as you were at the 18th, and you could match it?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  No, I was thinking about that at 16.  I knew if I birdied 16, 17, 18, I 
could get there.  
 
Q.  And now we go to Charlotte and the PGA Championship and here you beat the 
world's best by five and you won a World Golf Championship earlier in this season by 
seven.  This has got to be at this stage of your life, you've got to feel really good 
about your game going into Quail Hollow now? 
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HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  I haven't really played well at Quail Hollow but hopefully I can keep 
my game up and do well there.   
 
Q.  Nick tried to put into words what a win would mean to you at the PGA 
Championship to become the first player from Japan to win a major.  Could you ever 
put that into words after a performance like this today, with that might-win, if you 
were to do that next week?   
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  All I can do is my best.  I know a lot of us have tried from 
Japan to win majors.  Hopefully some day it will happen.    
 


