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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    ZACH JOHNSON   ( -11) 
August 6, 2017    
 
 
Q.  Talk about it.  It turned out to be a pretty good weekend for you. 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was a great weekend in the sense that I felt good about the 
week coming in.  Certainly love this golf course and what it demands, and certainly how I 
performed in the past here, so I had confidence in that regard. 
 
I think if I could have made a few more putts early on today, it maybe could have changed 
the outcome.  I thought if I got to 13, 14, I would have a chance.  I didn't see 16.  Granted, 
it's not like anybody or specifically myself was putting that much pressure on him, but I'm not 
so sure that would have mattered either.  So tip your cap to Hideki, he's obviously a world 
class, you know, whatever he is, top 2 or 3 player in the world. 
 
Yeah, as far as the state of my game, I'm very encouraged and I think it still can get better.  
As a competitor and as an athlete you're always trying to find more shots.  I'm never really 
that overly content.  I love what I've done with my golf bag, with PXG.  And certainly making 
putts is a big part of that, too, but best driver that I've had in years.  And for me to compete 
out here, I've got to hit it straight.  I'm hitting it straight and further than I ever have so that's 
a positive if you're going to find something. 
 
Q.  What's the biggest thing you can take out of this week heading into the PGA next 
week? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Biggest thing I can take, I would just say that if I'm going to try to 
pinpoint weaknesses or flaws in my game, I've got to get pretty petty, I think that's a good 
thing.  Any time you finish I would say top-5 in a World Golf Championship, you're doing 
something right.  Yeah, I think if I'm going to try to find the biggest positive is that my 
execution's there.  I've seen it the last three weeks.  I can struggle one day and come back 
the next.  I can play a good round and still play good the next.  The patience I've had and 
certainly the rebounding I've had when I've had a bogey or two, whatever, has been what I'm 
accustomed to and expect.  I don't expect to win necessarily every week, no one does, but I 
expect to rebound from mistakes.  That's kind of how I've always played this game.  When I 
get going, it's pretty boring, which is the way I've made my living, is boring golf.  I'm enjoying 
that boring golf right now. 
 
Q.  What's the reaction especially on a course like this when you're trying to chase 
down a guy and every time you look up at a leaderboard you see another red 
number? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, I mean, I don't want to say it's frustrating.  I like being pushed.  I 
got to nine green today and at that point I think I was even par for the day and I asked 
Damon I don't know where we are but I think it's about time I know something.  He said 
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somebody was at 12, I didn't know who it was, it didn't matter, and I was at 9.  I was like 
okay, we got to get the pedal down, and I made a birdie there.  Hit two good shots on 10, but 
misjudged the wind there and obviously birdied 11, and okay, here we go.  After that I hit 
quality shots.  I had a bad bounce on 14, still made a good par.  Outside of a wedge on 13 
that wasn't very good, probably 18, 20 feet right, and then probably the lob wedge I hit into 
16, I hit quality, quality shots.  I mean, I had looks.  6-iron, 4-iron on 15.  I had 15 feet on 15.  
Good shots on 17.  I hit quality shots, I didn't make a putt.  Hit a couple good putts, hit a 
couple probably poor putts, too. 
 
Q.  I saw you go back to Damon and fist pump him.  Is that something along the lines 
of we're getting there? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, getting there and also I think I mean, I don't want to sit here and 
say that I'm -- I'm not mad, I'm not angry or upset.  I'm encouraged you know?  Am I a little 
dejected that my best wasn't good enough this week or arguably my best?  Yeah, but that's 
also good motivation.  I think it was one of those where I think Damon and I are just doing 
great things.  We've had a couple of meetings over the last five, six months with my team, 
and sometimes just he and I, trying to polish up, keep the lines of communication open and I 
think we can always get better.  I think I can get better, I know he can get better, too.  We 
are in this together as a team. 
 
Q.  Good weekend for two Regis grads?  
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, great weekend.  I couldn't keep my eyes open last night.  
Doggone it, Kurt, you were like the last one, but I watched it this morning, all 33 minutes of it 
or whatever it was.  So special, so deserving, and his speech, whenever he speaks I'm kind 
of -- my ears are perked up because certainly the competitor he is, the athlete he is.  I mean, 
he was a role model of mine growing up, too.  His wide receiver and point guard grew up 
three doors from me, Tom Petsche.  Tom and Kurt were best buddies.  I just remember 
playing sports with him as a kid, so to see him get that honor is fantastic.  His speech was 
everything you would expect from Kurt Warner.  It was poignant, honest, genuine, and that 
guy, I kind of feel like less of a man around him sometimes he's so good. 
 
Q.  Do you guys have a common theme?  You give back, you've done great things for 
the community? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  I think if I'm going to summarize it, I think we both understand that God 
gives an ability to play a sport for a living, which is not normal.  Utilizing that platform is a 
responsibility and certainly a gift, and no better example than Kurt Warner with his First 
Things First Foundation, and everything he's done philanthropically, giving of his time and 
resources.  He and his wife, excuse me.  I mean, their whole family.  I can't imagine having 
four kids, let alone seven, so remarkable family and that guy, he's not done, he's still going 
and that's the beauty of Kurt.  He just loves people and loves to give and be a good steward 
of all the blessings he's received.  It's inspiring, and like I said, he was a role model of mine 
when I was 10 to 15.  He's as much, if not more -- I'm 41, so that guy's tremendous.  He's a 
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Hall of Fame football player but he's a Hall of Fame person.  
 


