
 

1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Round 3 Interview:    ZACH JOHNSON  ( -9) 
August 5, 2017    
 

 

Q.  Zach, the last three tournaments have been your best play of the year.  Has 

anything happened before the John Deere that's led into this run? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I think there's a couple things.  I mean, it goes without saying that I'm 

putting pretty well.  I started putting decent at John Deere, streaks of decency putting, I 

think, a couple good rounds there in particular. 

 

That end of The Open I putted great there.  I didn't hit it very good the first day and it caught 

up with me, that's why I shot 5 over the first day.  Yeah, I think that's probably the first thing 

that pops out.  Second, is my distance control with my irons certainly stands out.  We've 

done some work using the technology, using TrackMan and I'm hitting the ball further but 

with the proper spin.  Honing in the wedges with that distance control has been the key, and 

I think especially the scoring irons, the wedges all the way up to about that 8, 9-iron, my 

distance control has been immensely better.   

 

And then on a course like this, you got to hit the ball in the fairway.  So my driver, this is the 

best I've driven it probably all year.  It's probably the best driver I've had in my bag all year, if 

not ever, so very encouraged.  After cracking a face at the British, this is the most I've been 

encouraged with my driver.  

 

Q.  How frustrating was the year getting up to the point of John Deere? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was frustrating, frustrating in the sense that I was unhealthy in 

the spring, still haven't figured that out.  Allergies.  Frustrating in the sense that my 

stubbornness kind of got in the way of my arsenal and what I thought I needed rather than 

listening to PXG and the guys there, I kind of got out -- kind of got in my own way there.  But 

you live and learn, and fortunately I've got a great team of coaches that certainly help me 

along, and then PXG has been tremendous with essentially putting in whatever I need in my 

hands, I could not be more thankful. 

 

Q.  This is supposed to be the bomber's course, guys with your game, can you still 

carry -- 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Well, I mean, Furyk's won here, right? 

 

Q.  He was in a playoff.  

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, close enough. 

 

Q.  Don't say that to him. 
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ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, Jimbo, he's played here a lot of times.  I don't know how many 

top-10s I've had here but it's probably been a handful.  I feel like I can compete here, that 

goes without saying.  Certain wins in certain conditions, it's probably more difficult for me to 

compete here.  When it's wet, it's trying.  I'm probably going to hit more fairways but yet I'm 

going to be having two clubs more into some of these holes and that's not easy with the 

elevation change here.  There's holes like 8 and 9, 16 where maybe not today because the 

wind kind of died down, but I've never hit those clubs into those holes before.  I mean, I've 

never -- just insane how far that ball's going for me.  Even 13.  The longest club I've had into 

13 is a 9-iron, that's not normal.  

 

Q.  After John Deere, final round, we talked and you said even you weren't immune to 

nerves, and you had a few on that back nine.  Are you ready for that? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I was ready when I signed my scorecard on 18 that day.  I hit -- I 

remember, I had nerves -- unfortunately I probably saw the board a little too early and had 

nerves around that 13, 14, and it kind of caught up with me.   

 

Since I signed my scorecard, I've been ready for this.  Not suggesting it's going to happen, 

you know, still to many holes, but I'm anxious for the opportunity is really what it comes 

down to.  I hit a great tee shot, second shot on 18 at John Deere and misread the putt, but 

that fired me up to be honest with you.  And I felt like I could have been in contention at The 

Open if it wasn't for the first round. 

 

Q.  Were you keeping it out there with Rory today? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  No. 

 

Q.  Do you watch? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yes, it's awesome.  Don't you? 

 

Q.  At any time were you deflated when you -- 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yes, but then I kind of inflated.  That was on 14.  I mean, he hammered 

one there.  One of his patents, right?  He should patent it, I don't know if that's legal, right.  

And then I hammered one, too.  I was like all right.  Yeah, was he 20, 30 yards by me, but I 

was like all right, that's pretty good.  13 was the same thing.  There's a couple doglegs that 

are just -- it's impressive.  We were talking about it on 17 walking up the fairway, I remember 

I played with him probably his rookie year, first time he ever played here.  We were probably 

top 15 going into Sunday, both playing okay, top 20 maybe.  I remember -- this is what I 

remember.  I don't remember who I played with last week except for things you notice, you 

know?  I talked to Darren and Paddy and all these guys about this young kid, like, just wait 

until you play with him.  Okay, you know?  First hole, he hits a driver down there, chunks a 

wedge and makes a bogey.  And then he made five or six birdies after that, and he should 

have 10 more birdies.  And he hit driver on 17.  I've ever seen anybody hit driver on 17.  He 
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did it again today.  His driver is a weapon.  The stats show it.  He's one of the straightest 

drivers, let alone longest.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  It was good, I gave myself a lot of great opportunities.  I think I missed a 

couple fairways.  Maybe.  One or two, two or three fairways.  Hit a lot of greens in regulation.  

Just a solid day all around.  I drove it good, I putt it good.  I felt like I left some out there but 

at the same time I know I made a few, too. 

 

Q.  Speaking of the putter, you made a few nice ones, you referenced you put some 

weight in the putter a few weeks ago before John Deere, but you were telling me off 

the air that you cracked a driver over at The Open.  This one seems to be doing just 

fine?  

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  This one's doing great.  I say that and I mentioned it to you.  I haven't 

been concerned about it because what I've done now with PXG and the driver head, we 

know what driver head I need, we know what loft I need, we know what setting it needs to be 

in.  It's just a matter of going out there, trusting and hitting it.  Those guys have done a great 

job, I can't thank them enough.  I'm hitting it further, you know, and probably straighter, you 

know, to some degree.  Just very encouraged with where that is.  Certainly, I mean, my iron 

play has been solid.  I tried to make up ground with my wedges and they've been okay, too.  

Still 18 holes left, still got to keep the pedal down.  
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