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Round 2 Interview:    ZACH JOHNSON   ( -4) 
August 4, 2017    
 

 

Q.  Kind of a long day, hmm? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Very long day.  I would like to say it was unusual, but as you guys know, 

it's not that out of the ordinary.  But yeah, considering, you know, what the radar kind of 

looked like in the morning, I think we did all right.  Sounds like we could be in the clear.  I 

don't want to jinx anybody, but I'm done. 

 

Q.  Is this kind of the worst type of day where you get the stop, start, as opposed to -- 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I've had way worse than this.  I can't necessarily remember specifically 

but I've definitely had worse than this.  I thought our staff did a great job.  Clearly each time 

we were brought in, it was warranted and we're conservative or we have to be on the safe 

side, not just for us players but for the spectators, volunteers, whomever.  I thought they did 

a great job.  The first delay, I don't know what it was, 30ish.  It's not like we needed to go 

warm up.  They did a great job, gave us ample time to get warmed up for the second, but it 

was trying, it was trying for everybody.  I can only imagine what the grounds crew went 

through, what they have to go through after this.  Not an easy day. 

 

Q.  Given how you won a British Open on a Monday, I would say you're a mudder? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I don't know what your definition of mudder is, but yeah, if that qualifies, 

I'll take it.  I didn't have to hit a shot that Saturday. 

 

Q.  You seem to thrive in bad weather --  

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, I like it. 

 

Q.   -- when others are -- 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, it was hard before the second delay.  There was some pretty 

good -- when I first teed off it was manageable, but then it got really windy and it was 

difficult.  I've never hit 4-iron into 14 and I don't think I've ever hit sand wedge into 13.  So it's 

usually the other way around.  That's bizarre.  And a couple other examples of that, too.  It 

was very trying.  I mean, the course is really, really, really, good.  I don't think this rain's 

going to deter the quality of the golf course.  I think if anything, if we don't get any more rain, 

we'll be fine and kind of back to normal.   

 

Yeah, just a hard day.  I like tough conditions, I guess.  I also like perfect conditions.  I mean, 

I'm not going to lie to you there.  But yeah, for some reason, sometimes it brings out the 

best.  Maybe I lower my expectations and just play.  I don't know, I would have to really kind 

of pick that apart a little bit more.  Still don't know how I did what I did on Friday last week, or 
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two weeks ago.  I don't.  So yeah, I don't know, maybe I am a mudder, whatever you call it, 

yeah.   

 

Q.  So the key for you the last couple weeks? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Scoring.  It's not like it's any secret recipe.  I think I'm getting the ball in 

the fairway a little bit more, I definitely think I'm putting a little better but just scoring.  It 

sounds generic, but taking advantage of a great tee shot on a par 5, making those key four-, 

five-footers for par on a good up-and-down.  Whatever it is, I've just been able to -- I know 

I'm not going to do it every time but I've been able to kind of manage that a little better.  

Damon, my caddie, would justify this, too, we did some good work on the TrackMan with my 

clubs, my PXGs in the sense that they're going -- I'm hitting the ball further than I ever have.  

I'm not trying to just say that, but the ball is going further, and you've got to learn how to 

control that.  The spin is still there, my wedges go a little bit further.  I don't want to say that 

it's a great thing, but it's not a bad thing, it's not a great thing, just how do I manage that, and 

I think we've got a really good grasp of distance control, and I think obviously out here it's 

very imperative. 

 

Q.  Every major has its own personality.  The Masters is the first, the U.S. Open is the 

national championship, the British Open is links.  What is the PGA Championship's 

personality? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I think it kind of falls in between -- I don't know, that's a good question, 

what's the personality. 

 

It seems to me that the identity of the PGA Championship changes year in, year out in the 

sense that sometimes you shoot 3, 4, 5 under, you might be right in the middle it, and 

sometimes you feel like you have to shoot 12 to 15.  Just depends on the venue and 

certainly the conditions.   

 

Yeah, I would say for the most part, they pick a pretty classic-style golf course, a classic 

venue typically.  I don't know the entire selection process, but I've always been fond of it in 

the sense that I think they do a pretty good job of course set-up, of just being proper, if you 

will.  I think the PGA does a great job in that regard. 

 

I was at Quail Hollow on Sunday.  It's going to be hard.  It looks all right.  To the eye, it looks 

fine.  Saw the forecast, there's a lot of -- high percentage of rain essentially every day, so 

that's going to soften it, but par 5s are gettable but there's a lot of holes out there where 

you've got to pucker up. 

 

Q.  I think you played there 11 times? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Where? 

 

Q.  At Quail.  
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ZACH JOHNSON:  Have I?  Okay. 

 

Q.  How much of an advantage is playing there multiple times versus guys with one or 

two? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, and I thought that Sunday, there's certain pin placements and 

maybe certain just subtleties of any golf course but that one in particular.  That could be an 

advantage.  You can not hit it here or, you know what, you do want to short-side yourself on 

this par 5 here, whatever the case.  But course knowledge can come into effect anywhere.   

 

I think one of the -- certainly one of the trying things about the U.S. Open, we play some of 

the same venues but there's a gap there, right?  Same with the Open Championship.  It 

seems like when we go back to those facilities, there's a change, a push there.  My point in 

saying that is it's hard to really get used to.  This is a tournament or a course that we've seen 

numerous times and yeah, I think there's a bit of knowledge there that can help you just from 

experience.  They did go to Bermudagrass greens, so that's kind of different. 

 

Q.  With a few exceptions, obviously, the scoring in majors and frankly other 

tournaments has been coming down and down and down.  Is it a matter of time, do 

you think?  We are seeing more 20 unders and, in some majors we're seeing -- 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, that's -- right.  I know that's kind of startling.  For the record, I 

don't think lengthening the golf course will change that -- did you guys get that?  For the 

record. 

 

Q.  Did you think it was a matter of time? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I don't know, I don't know if it was a matter of time.  I don't know how 

much technology has to play in that, I don't know how much just golfers now as athletes 

have an effect on that or just the fact that they're more prepared or hungrier.  I don't know 

how to answer that.  When I first got on tour, I felt like there was more rough.  I could be 

wrong, it just felt like there was. 

 

Q.  How much do you think with the Web being kind of a gateway now, and when 

you're on the Web, if you're not aiming at a flag, you're selling insurance?    

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, those Web guys are very prepared when they get out here, 

they're aggressive.  Yeah, I think there's some truth to that.  I think that preparatory tour or 

whatever they want to call it, it's a world tour, but prep tour, if you can win out there, because 

you've got to shoot low, as you well know.  Really low.   

 

You get out here and yeah, the golf courses might be certainly a step up as far as difficulty 

but for the most part, those guys are prepared and ready.  A lot of these All-American 

college kids, the transition from amateur golf to pro golf doesn't seem like it's that high of a 
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hurdle anymore.  These kids -- some of them have bigger teams than I do, and I feel like 

mine's too big.  So they're ready and I think that's a lot of it.  They see, oh, my gosh, I used 

to beat that kid when I was playing him, and now he's winning out here.  It's a trickle-down 

effect.  Everybody's hungry.  There's a huge incentive to play well, and I think there's -- it's 

just all talent, too.  Shoot.  Good thing is, it's still hard to win and experience does matter at 

times. 

 

Q.  Were you curious about Steph Curry? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, I was.  I'm intrigued by that whole thing, yeah.  Mildly to, you 

know, pretty impressed actually.  I've never seen him play.  I've got a mutual friend of his 

who says he's pretty good.  Clearly, he is.  I don't know that golf course.  Someone said they 

shoot pretty low there often, but it doesn't matter.  Still, you've got to put the ball in the hole.  

But he shot, what, 3 or 4, 5 over yesterday? 

 

Q.  Four.  

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  First round as an amateur in a professional tournament?  That's pretty 

good. 

 

Q.  Is there any negative to him doing this?  There's been a lot of chatter -- 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I see both sides, I've heard both sides of it.  Is he taking a -- I don't 

know, I don't know if he's taking a spot.  Is he taking a spot to a guy that potentially could 

use that down the road?  I don't have any idea, I don't know how that crunches.  But I also 

see the positive in that a brings a pretty awesome light to the tournament, which brings huge 

light to the charities, the sales.  There's definitely a lot of positives there, too.  And it's one 

guy, one week.  My assumption wouldn't be every year, but I don't fault him.  It's not his fault 

they offered it to him. 

 

Q.  We were wondering if maybe in a way it just reiterates how deep golf is, here's this 

guy who's pretty good, does well in these celebrity events, and still how hard it is for 

him? 

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  I probably would have lost money if you would have said he was going 

to shoot 4 over the first day.  I probably would have.  I'm not a betting guy, but if I were to 

bet, I would say he's probably going to miss the cut, you know?  And I still say that. 

 

Q.  He's still way down there.  

 

ZACH JOHNSON:  He's still way down there.  And can stranger things happen?  Well, sure, 

but it would be a great story regardless.  Pretty awesome.  Didn't Jerry Rice play once or 

twice? 

 

Q.  Shot a 90. 
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ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah.  He's a good athlete.  They're both good athletes.  I'm not going to 

be playing for the 49ers.    
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