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Round 1 Interview:    JORDAN SPIETH   ( -3)  
August 3, 2017    
 

 

 

Q.  Say something about your round that's really good. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Okay.  I hit one of the best shots I've ever hit in my life today, my 

second shot on No. 8.  My second shot on No. 8 was pretty cool.  Michael came over and 

he's like, "Where are you looking here?"  I said, "Michael, just put the bag over there, stand 

over there and watch this."   

 

And afterwards he said, "I really wanted to use one of my vetoes," but he goes, "The timing 

of it, the first round after we win a major, there was no use in me using a veto there."   

 

But I split a hole that was 60 yards in front of me and I could -- it's a hole like looking up to 

these trees right now with a pitching wedge and cut it to get onto the green.  It was a really 

cool shot.  I was shocked I pulled it off after, and normally when I see it, I kind of expect 

myself to do it.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I just smiled.  He goes, “That was cool.”  I was like, “I told you to just 

stand over there and watch it.”  I thought as long as I got the height, I could pull off the shot. 

 

Q.  Did you make the putt? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  No, I didn't make the putt.  I was in jail over there.  Even punching out, I 

would have had maybe a 10-, 15-footer at best for par.  So saved myself a stroke most 

likely. 

 

Q.  50-footers must have been quite cool? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah, that was cool, too.  I felt like I played 1 through 4 really, really 

well.  I really didn't miss a shot on 1 through 4 and I was 1 over, and on those holes if you 

don't miss a shot, you're typically 2 under.  So it was frustrating at the time.  But then those 

two putts back-to-back put me right back to where I kind of should have been, where you 

would say most golfers in that case they would be at the same score at that point. 

 

It's frustrating when you feel like you're hitting the shots that need to be hit and then either 

it's a tough break or the pin's -- the one on No. 2 I couldn't stop the putt, I putt it right off the 

green.  On 3, the balls all bounce forward and spin.  Mine hits like a soft spot and rips off the 

front.  When you hit good shots and you're just not scoring, it's a frustrating time, but then 

you make a couple putts and you're certainly back on track. 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


 

2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  What do you want to get out of this week? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I want to feel a little better about the way I'm golfing as I go through 

each round, which is going to be tough off of 3 under.  This is better than I thought I was 

going to be today.  I need -- really this week, with how difficult it is driving, my number one 

priority is getting the ball in check off the tee, feeling like I have good control off the tee.  

That's going to be extremely important next week. 

 

Q.  Jordan, when the results aren't going your way, is it difficult to resist the 

temptation to take care of it with something, putters for you in Texas?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Not really because I know it's me.  Other players do, too, but it's kind of 

a mental thing of changing the clubs.  For me, that adds another thing with what I have to do 

with what's already going wrong with myself.  Some guys, they'll put different wedges or new 

irons in play and they're like okay, I get this confidence back.  Sometimes I wish it worked 

that way for me but it just doesn't.  I actually would rather figure it out with my stuff, and if I 

feel like I'm on then at certain times where I get plenty of time to put something new into 

play, then it's the time to do it.  It's rare.   

 

And it will happen again in my career when I use a different putter, I know that.  Sometimes 

you just want to different look, but obviously what I said was exactly what happened 

anyways.  I was not only changing putters, but my stroke was still not where it needed to be. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)   

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Rory's?  Close, very close.  I thought he actually got a couple tough 

breaks early in the round where he could have been even stronger on the start, but he's 

stroking it really well.  He missed one on 9 that I know he's really frustrated with, but the 

whole day, he really had nice pace to his stroke, he was knocking them in the middle and 

very solid, which I know one thing, his putting is what he's been working on more than 

anything else. 

 

Q.  How often do you get surprised by the putts that you make from the 30, 40, 50-foot 

range, do they surprise you? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Depends on the putt.  The one on 6 was surprising.  I thought I hit it too 

hard when I hit it.  I was like, oh, boy, sit down.  And Rory and Jason told me on the next tee, 

that it didn't have that much speed.  They thought Jason's had more speed going into that 

one, which surprised me.  I was so far away I couldn't tell.  That one started out 10 feet out 

left bender where you're not trying to make it, you're just trying to get it in a three-foot circle 

and skip the hole with a par. 

 

But on the hole before, it's actually a pretty makeable putt there.  You're outside right, a 

couple feet, you assume that if you start anywhere within a cup with decent speed, it's going 

to get close or scare it, you just need a bit of look, the right factors to carve it in the hole.  I 
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expect it to be close on some and others I backed up and really just hoping it's close. 

 

Q.  How would you describe your relationship with Rory? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Cordial, yeah, really good.  I think better since the Ryder Cup than 

before.  We just, you know, just different schedules and he's been out here as the best 

player in the world for a number of years and I've only been out here for a few years.  He's 

somebody I very much look up to, the way he handles things on and off the course, and 

since the Ryder Cup we were able to kind of spend a little more time together afterwards 

there, and with Erica as well, and Annie with me.  Hopefully that continues, and I mean, he 

shot me a really nice message after The Open.  He's a really good person, he's a really 

good guy. 

 

Q.  Was that message -- I don't know if that message surprised you, but it seems like 

it stood out in terms of age?  

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I was asked what celebrity figures, was kind of what I thought the 

question was, so I thought Rory with Tiger and Phil.  And obviously I was with a lot of other 

guys around my age -- Brooks, Justin, Rickie -- so I didn't include them in the text or in what 

I was saying.  But no, I wouldn't say surprised because of the age at all.  Whether you text 

somebody or you know you're going to see them in a couple days, like Jason did here, and 

says the same, there's no rivalries out here, you know?  We all want to stand out, right, we 

all want to accomplish our goals and we all want to battle it out with the other guys that are 

at that stage.  I think from what I can tell from when I'm talking with Rory, he really likes it 

when we're really successful, myself or young guys out here because he's like, it's good for 

the game and it's going to create battles in the future that are what we grew up watching, 

right?  That's kind of the way that it seems. 

 

Q.  Is a rivalry developing between Michael and Harry? 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  I doubt it, I doubt it.  No, Michael -- 

 

Q.  Oh, boy. 

 

JORDAN SPIETH:  Yeah.  
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