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Round 1 Interview:    JON RAHM   (  -3) 
August 3, 2017    
 

 

Q.  Jon, that was some sort of finish to what was an intriguing round today.  Your 

thoughts? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, you know, started with really good vibes hitting good shots with a pretty 

good front nine, and the back nine everything got a little complicated, right, from 11 to 14, I 

couldn't hit the fairways, couldn't hit the shots.  Luckily my putter saved my life a little bit.  

Made a couple of really good putts to stay 1 over par on those holes, and then what 

happened on 16 was just a bonus.  But anything under par on this golf course, anybody 

would have taken it, and to finish the way, I did it was a great finish. 

 

Q.  You and I were talking off the edge of 15 green and you looked at me and you're 

like, it's changing out here, it's getting fast.  So your thoughts on the course?  

 

JON RAHM:  That's what I said.  The front nine was a little softer, playing a little bit longer 

but it made it easier because you can fire at pins and the ball is going to stop pretty much 

where you land it.  Towards the back nine that got a little firmer.  On 10, I hit a shot that I 

thought was absolutely perfect and used a 9-iron that released easily 20 feet and that's 

when I realized things were going to be different.  We hit a 7-iron into 15 with it downwind 

and it still released another 20 feet.  17, same thing, same thing on 18.  It just don't make it 

easy to go for those pins that are tucked in corners, right, so it was hard to pick up strokes 

coming down the stretch.  Luckily I made a bomb on 16, I picked up a couple but that back 

nine was a lot tougher. 

 

Q.  First day at the Bridgestone, please. 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, a little bit of mixed feelings.  I was thinking about it, the front nine 

was great, I hit a lot of good shots.  Maybe I wish I would have been able to make a couple 

more putts on the first five holes.  But besides that, really organized, good playing, even a 

chip-in, right.   

 

On the back nine things seemed to go a little bit more crooked, couldn't find the fairway and 

if you don't find the fairway here it's going to be tough to make par.  Luckily I made them and 

I found myself with a bonus putt on 16, an eagle on 16.  It's a rare thing to see, especially 

the first time you play it competitively.  Happy that went in and anything under par I would 

have taken today. 

 

Q.  It seems as though there was good scoring early on because of the conditions, it 

seemed a little bit damp.  Is that true? 

 

JON RAHM:  I'd say it's true.  Early on the golf course was still moist, it was a little wet.  It 

was easier to spin the ball.  It wasn't (inaudible) it a little longer but you could be more 
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aggressive.  Towards the back nine, the ball was rolling on the fairways.  It was harder to hit 

the fairways, and even if you hit the fairway, a couple of those pins were hard to hit to 

because the green was so firm.  17 and 18, the pins are not easy to hit when the ball's 

bouncing the way it was, so it was hard to pick up strokes coming down the stretch.  

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

JON RAHM:  Well, a typical round of golf, right?  A couple good moments, a couple bad 

moments, but overall it was good.  Besides that stretch of holes from 11 to 14 where I 

couldn't seem to find my rhythm, the rest of the holes I struck it beautifully and it showed on 

the score. 

 

Q.  I'm just wondering, 16, it could be intimidating but apparently not for you? 

 

JON RAHM:  It is intimidating but when it's downwind and you're thankful to have made only 

1 over par in the last five holes.  My caddie told me, Hey, let's pick up a couple of strokes on 

the last few holes.   

 

I said, Well, it's a par 5.  If you hit the drive, you might have a chance to go for it.  Luckily for 

me, I hit it, I hit a beautiful fade down the right side and got the correct bounce and it ended 

up down there and it was a good yardage.  We ended up in the semi-rough, which actually 

made it better, a little bit of an uphill lie, teed up ball.  Grabbed a 6-iron and swung as hard 

as I could and hoped to miss the water.  That's basically what I was saying.  And then the 

putt is just a little bit of a bonus.  Obviously you're thinking of a two-putt there, not of making 

it, but obviously I'll take it. 

 

Q.  Do you like playing a course like this, a challenge to get you ready for a major 

championship? 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, besides the type of grass, I think they're very similar.  Quail Hollow 

is going to be demanding off the tee as well.  Having length off the tee is going to help, and if 

you see the people that have had success, right, someone like Rory, who's played so well 

there, someone who's also played really well here.  It shows that type of golf, being able to 

hit it long, straight off the tee is going to help out a lot.  Both of the courses have a lot of 

length and I think it's the perfect test for that week. 
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