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Round 1 Interview:    THOMAS PIETERS   
August 3, 2017    
 

 

Q.  Way to play his first competitive round here at the WGC Bridgestone Invitational.  

The question, Thomas, is how did you learn this golf course so quickly to play so well 

opening day? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  You know what, I only had two putts from above the hole.  The rest of 

them were just pretty straightforward putts.  I think that was the key.  I was pretty terrible 

from the tee, but managed to find a lot of greens today.  I think I hit eight or nine in a row on 

the first nine and that was important as well.  It was kind of a stress-free round.  On my back 

nine, I missed a couple greens but got up and down a couple times, so pretty happy. 

 

Q.  When you come to a golf course for the very first time, how do you approach the 

two or three days of preparation to get ready for a World Golf Championship?   

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I just play the course.  I had fun rounds with Adam and Sergio, just 

having fun.  I don't get too much into where I have to hit it, where not to, mapping it out.  I 

leave that to my caddie and we figure out a simple game plan and try to stick to that. 

 

Q.  How much did you pick their brains, if at all, two players who have had some 

success here? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  A little bit.  They told me to play aggressive and some weeks it might 

work, some won't.  But I hit plenty of 3-woods today and that's the only thing I could keep in 

the fairway today. 

 

Q.  Thomas, congratulations.  A lot of guys out here go around, put up like seven 

birdies, five bogeys, scramble around.  You were just flawless today, 5-under par, no 

bogeys on the card.  Your thoughts on how you played? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Off the tee I was very bad but managed to find a lot of greens and I 

didn't leave myself too many downhill putts, so I think that was key.  I had a lot of putts just 

right to left or straight ones up the hill, which are makeable.  But as soon as I missed two 

short ones for birdie from above the hole, they're just really, really tough and I had longer 

coming back than the one I had for birdie.  So it's very important here. 

 

Q.  Like the ninth hole, your finishing hole, that was almost 32 feet away and it was 

dead solid right in the middle? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, that's kind of Firestone, right down the middle and right.  Had a 

terrible lie in the rough, managed to get on the green and make a putt.  Hopefully I can keep 

that up for three days. 
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Q.  This is your first time here playing at Firestone in this competition.  Had you ever 

played here before and give us your thoughts on the course? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Obviously I like the course.  I've never been, no, but it's just a golf 

course.  You have to plot your way around and manage the game plan that works for you. 

 

Q.  Thomas, did you see this coming? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, if I keep the driver out of the bag, yeah.  Can't hit the damn 

thing.  The 3-wood was really good.  Only hit a couple fairways but I think like on nine, I hit it 

straight down the middle and some of these fairways are just really hard to hit because the 

slope is so steep.  I hit a lot of greens, that was key. 

 

Q.  You said you were throttling back, like you weren't using driver? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I hit plenty of 3-woods.  When I hit driver, I shouldn't have, I was just 

not confident with it.  So I'll have to do plenty of work on the range this afternoon, I'm sure I'll 

get it back. 

 

Q.  Late last year we were expecting massive things from you.  Are you trending back 

in the direction you want to be? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah.  I've had good results this year.  I've been in contention, that's 

all I want to do.  I just haven't had that win.  I feel like if I had a win already this year, my year 

would have been good, but I just haven't finished it off.  I still have plenty of tournaments to 

go, but even if I get myself in contention 10 more times and don't win, that's all you want to 

do.  Of course you have to finish it off, but I'll learn that along the way. 

 

Q.  You seemed like you were steamy after Mexico but in a good way? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  Yeah, yeah.  There as well, I was really happy that week, I gave 

myself a chance.  I had to hit driver on 18 to make eagle or make birdie.  Didn't pull it off, but 

yeah, I wasn't bad, as you say.  Same as Augusta. 

 

Q.  Can you pick out one shot today that was kind of your favorite highlight? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  I thought my bunker shot on -- was it 2?  That was a good one. 

 

Q.  Can you just kind of describe it, what made it so good? 

 

THOMAS PIETERS:  It was just a really tough one, it was really quick down the hill.  Hit it 

about 10 feet left of the flag and almost went in.  
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