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Round 1 Interview:    RORY McILROY    ( -3) 
August 3, 2017    
 

 

Q.  How did Harry do? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Awesome. 

 

Q.  Did he do better than you? 

 

RORY McILROY:  No.  Jeez, look, we both did the numbers and I sort of consulted him a 

couple of times.  Yeah, it was good.  There was a couple of shots that I hit or a couple of 

clubs that I pulled that I maybe should have just thought a little bit more about, but the one 

that went over the back on 6 or 5 and then even that one there on the ninth hole.  Yeah, no, 

really good.  Again, it's been a while since I've paced yardages off and written notes in my 

book and all that sort of stuff.  It was good. 

 

Q.  13 and 14 also, the approaches on those? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was funny.  So it was more on 13 I had a downhill lie, I had a 

56-degree wedge, I needed to hit a good one to get it up on top of that false front, and it sort 

of with the downwind, it never really got up in the air, and then the wind flattened it and then 

it just didn't carry it as far as I thought it would.  And then on 14 was just a bad swing.  I'm 

sort of trying -- I'm trying to turn through the ball and when I'm turning on to it, my club path 

and face are matching, and it's going a little left.  I had a couple of shots like that today.  So 

I'm going to go work on my wedges a little bit this afternoon before the storm gets in and 

hopefully do a bit of work on that. 

 

Q.  You must have been pleased with your putting? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Oh, it was good.  I'm sure I was plenty in the positive in strokes gained 

out there today, held a couple of nice ones.  Was, the last, it wasn't a bad stroke, it was just 

a little weak, a little lack of speed. 

 

Overall it would have been nice to finish 4 under.  I think 67 with how I hit it and some 

of the up-and-downs I made, I think it was a fair reflection of how I played, so I'm 

happy enough with how today went. 

 

Q.  Different putter? 

 

RORY McILROY:  No, same putter. 

 

Q.  Rory, do you recall what it was and what your initial reaction was when you heard 

Quail was getting the PGA, whenever it was, four, five years ago? 
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RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think it was about that time.  There's been a couple of venues 

that I've earmarked as places that I had a really good chance of winning.  St. Andrews in '15, 

which went really well for me, and I think Quail Hollow this year.  Making sure I wasn't 

playing any football leading up to next week. 

 

Yeah, I guess there's courses that you know you're going to go to that you've played well at 

before and it's not going to be too much different just because it's a different tournament.  It's 

the same golf course, sort of same shots you need to hit.  Yeah, it's been on my mind for a 

while, this is one that I've got a good chance at. 

 

Q.  Was it a place you liked right away? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, even regardless of what happened in 2010, I mean, even 

just -- just driving into Quail Hollow there, you've got the driveway that looks a little bit like 

Magnolia Lane.  It's just got a good feel to it.  I've always enjoyed Charlotte, it's a great city.  

We were at a wedding there last summer so I got to play Quail Hollow, and it wasn't quite 

bedded in, but I got to play the tee shots and got to hit some of the second shots into the 

greens and stuff, so I'm sort of familiar with the changes.  I was begging Johnny Harris a 

couple years ago, I was like?  "Why are you changing it?  Just keep it the same."  I'm 

looking forward to seeing it next week.  

 

Q.  Sorry for the hypothetical, but if next week is the only tournament you win all year, 

what kind of year is it? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Awesome, great year, yeah. 

 

Q.  Is there any highlight or moment of banter out there with Harry, did anything stick 

out or was it pretty standard? 

 

RORY McILROY:  No, pretty standard.  No, I mean, it was pretty good, just light-hearted.  I 

guess we all held pretty good putts on the sixth hole.  He was going to put the pin back in 

and I handed him the putter and I said, "Jeez, that hole's like a bucket."  So stuff like that, 

but it was good to have him on the bag, stayed pretty light-hearted and positive. 

 

Q.  What's the minimum involvement you're looking for this week, looking forward to? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Just good signs in my game.  I got off to a good start here.  Go out and 

hopefully see little improvements as the week goes on.  Hopefully tomorrow, I drove the ball 

great today, hopefully I can drive it similar again tomorrow.  Maybe my wedge play can get a 

little bit sharper as the week goes on.  I feel if I do that, taken the result out of it, obviously I 

would love to win, I would love to go into next week with a lot of confidence.  I feel like my 

confidence is building.  Just see my game just get a little bit sharper, especially the wedges. 

 

Q.  Were you conscious of trying to get off to a good start today after the Irish, 

Scottish? 
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RORY McILROY:  Oh, no, not at all.  There's no cut to make here, it's pretty easy.  You can 

sort of -- no, not at all. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the good starts yesterday, and I'm just curious, for example, no 

one's ever shot 63 in the third round of a major and gone on to win.  It seems like 

when you're behind you've got so much work to do.  To cross the finish line that way 

is difficult, although you did do it at Quail Hollow that one year.  I wonder if you could 

speak to any that? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I always think once you get yourself up there in the leaderboard 

early, it's easier to stay up there because all you're thinking about then is you shoot 6 under 

on the first day, you're leading, or around the lead, you're always thinking of birdies and 

thinking of just that.  You're never thinking of playing catch up, you're always thinking ahead, 

you're always thinking of making birdies.  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  How was your round today? 

 

RORY McILROY:  DJ, my round was good.  It could have been a little better but held some 

good puts, had some good up-and-downs.  Wedge play was a little off, I'm going to go work 

on that this afternoon on the range.  I might need to borrow your TrackMan.  How was your 

round?  

 

DUSTIN JOHNSON:  About the same. 
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