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Round 1 Interview:    RORY McILROY   ( -3)  
August 3, 2017    
 

 

Q.  With Rory here, he won this championship in 2014.  What was it like, as you called 

yourself, the pseudo-defending champion to get back here at Firestone?  

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was nice to get back.  It's a golf course I've always enjoyed since 

the first time I came here in 2009.  Always felt like it was a golf course that suited me and I 

could play well on.  It was nice to get back, nice to see some putts go in and shoot a decent 

score to get off to this year's tournament. 

 

Q.  One of the big stories coming into this week was the splitting of you and long-time 

caddie JP.  Your friend Harry Diamond on the bag.  How would you describe how it 

went for you two out there today? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was good.  A little weird at the start.  Obviously it's been nine 

years since I've had anyone else on my bag, so even just hearing a different voice, it's a little 

different.  But I thought we did well out there, sort of consulted each other when we needed 

to.  I sort of did all my own stuff when I felt like I was good and then whatever decisions I 

made, whether they were good or bad, it was on me.  Didn't have anyone to get frustrated at 

or than myself.  So yeah, it went well out there.  A few wedges were a little bit loose, but I 

was able to save myself with a few good up-and-downs.  I'm going to go work on things a 

little bit. 

 

Q.  You told me earlier in the week also that part of the new changes, for you to take 

ownership, maybe do a little more prep work, yardages, et cetera.  How much do you 

think that worked today and can continue to grow in the future? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I think so.  I think just being cognizant of where I'm hitting certain 

shots and where they're finishing and where -- if you can just get into that shot a little bit 

more, might be a little more committed to hitting that shot.  So it's good.  I haven't written 

anything in a yardage book for a long time so it was good to get back to that and good to, 

like you said, just take ownership of it a little bit more.  Yeah, it felt good. 

 

Q.  You talked about being close.  You've had some very good results this year, just 

haven't put four rounds together.  How would you describe to that person at home 

that hears "really close" from one of the world's best? 

 

RORY McILROY:  I'm capable of I felt today a couple of better wedge shots.  It could have 

been a really low score, but I played okay.  I don't feel like I played really good.  I drove it 

well, but I shot 67 and that's only one off the lead in one of the biggest golf tournaments in 

the world.  It's there.  Just a matter of repeatedly doing that and being a little bit more 

consistent.  The ability's in there, it's just a matter of doing it a little more regularly. 

 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


 

2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  This is probably as good as I've seen you drive it.  You really have length, you're 

straight, right down the fairway? 

 

RORY McILROY:  Yeah, I drove it well.  Put myself in some great positions down the 

fairways.  Had a couple missed wedge shots.  I was putting myself in really great positions 

and I didn't take advantage of all of them.  Yeah, it's good.  I felt like at the Open 

Championship I sort of turned a corner with my game and coming back to a place where I 

love, I've won before, I've had some good finishes, so it was a good opening round. 

 

Q.  Are you happy with the result?  Because not only did you drive it well, I thought 

you putted it well, too.  I thought you probably could have shot better than 67.  I don't 

mean that in a mean way.  

 

RORY McILROY:  No, no, I think 67's a fair reflection of how I played.  It could have been 

better, but it could have been worse.  I made some good putts for pars, made a couple of 

key up-and-downs around the middle of the round, so I think 67's a fair reflection of how I 

played.  I holed some good putts, so yeah, I was pretty happy with it. 
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