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Pre-Tournament Interview:    JON RAHM 
August 2, 2017    
 

 

NEIL AHERN:  You're making your debut on this great golf course.  Can you tell me how 

excited you are? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's hard to describe how excited I am.  Obviously I've been growing up 

watching this golf tournament, this golf course.  It's been on my mind for a very long time up 

there with Augusta, Pebble Beach, Torrey Pines and many courses that I haven't played.  

So very excited to be able to be here this week.   

 

To be honest, it's not somewhere where I thought I was going to be playing at the beginning 

of the year so it really is amazing for me to be here right now.  And now having seen the 

course and the area, it's absolutely amazing.  It's not only World Golf Championship, but it's 

a World Golf Championship-worthy course.  I mean, it's absolutely perfect.  Perfect 

conditions, perfect shape, really, really good design.  I mean, it really is such a fun golf 

course for us to be able to play in for someone like me who's been dreaming about coming 

to a place like this.  It's really just a dream come true being able to walk it. 

 

NEIL AHERN:  It's obviously been a great year, you must be feeling quite confident coming 

into this week. 

 

JON RAHM:  You know, you would think I would, right?  Obviously I am.  It's been a great 

year and I have nothing to do but be thankful and humble about it.  I know I've put some 

spotlight or some expectations on myself but that's always going to be good.  I've played 

some good golf in the World Golf Championships, I take the positives from those.  I played 

some really good golf, so hopefully I can keep playing really good golf in the tournaments 

and keep the streak going. 

 

Q.  Jon, have you gotten to play a practice round or two around here yet? 

 

JON RAHM:  Yeah, I've played Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Monday and today -- 

 

Q.  I was just wondering how you're going to play the 18th hole, what's going to be 

your strategy there?  And do you think it's going to change over the course of the 

week, assuming you're in contention on the weekend? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I mean, that hole is what, 460, 470 yards?  I mean, how many ways are 

there to play it?  All I have in mind is hit the driver as hard as you can down there to maybe 

make it an easier shot to the green.  I can see maybe someone hitting a driving iron or a 

3-wood where the fairway gets wider.  But in my case, I'm the kind of guy that if I pull a 

3-wood and an iron and I miss the fairway, I'm not going to be happy about it, and you left 

yourself such a bad shot into the green that with the confidence that I have with the driver, 

even if you miss it left to right, you might have a chance to hit it to the front edge so I felt like 
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I'm going to be hitting the driver most likely as hard as I can. 

 

Q.  You mentioned dreaming about playing here.  Can you recall your first memory of 

seeing this tournament or can you recall any specific memories of watching this 

event that stand out in your mind? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's hard to recall the first memory obviously because I've seen a lot of videos 

and I love watching all videos online and I know about the one here with the record-setting 

performance, it was '92 or '93.  It was before I was born so obviously there was no way I 

could see that, but when we talk about this course in the era that I grew up, Tiger seemed to 

win here every other year.  So a lot of, you know, the lights-out shot that Tiger hit, that 

playoff against Furyk, but I would say one of my earliest memories that I can remember it 

would be -- God, it's hard to pinpoint one, honestly.  Any of Tiger's, honestly. 

 

Q.  Did you see it when he hit it over the clubhouse? 

 

JON RAHM:  Oh, yeah.  That was No. 9, right? 

 

Q.  Almost made par.   

 

JON RAHM:  The question is, how was that ball not out of bounds?  I think the question that 

he keeps asking, right?  Obviously it worked out great for him, yeah.  I've seen a lot of them.  

I've seen a lot of them.  It's hard to know because I don't know, you know, what year each 

shot or moment was played so I can't tell you, but if you name it, I probably remember all of 

them. 

 

Q.  I don't know if you remember us but we interviewed you about two years ago, 

Waste Management Phoenix Open, Dan Pohl, PGA Tour.  You've been compared to 

Dan with the backswing, I don't know if you knew that or not, but he wanted me to 

relay to you that he won this event.   

 

So he interviewed you, your swing is like his and he won this event, but one of the 

things that you did say to us in the early goings before you became the star that you 

are today at the Waste Management Phoenix Open that he asked you where do you 

hope to finish, and your statement was, I'm going to win this thing.  I think we 

chuckled at that when you said that, that you had so much confidence.   

 

I'm just kind of curious, where does that confidence come from?  Have you got family 

members that are great sports people, did you learn it, or is it just Jon Rahm 

Rodriguez? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, my whole family, we have all been athletes pretty much our whole lives, 

but there is no one that really excelled or even got close to the point that I am right now.  So 

it doesn't come from that.   
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I think there's various things.  My dad is a very competitive person and I think he translated 

that to me.  He always wants to win and I got that from him.  Even though, well, I mean, I 

was born with it, so I think, you know, I inherited that from my dad.  It really is -- I think it's 

just me.  I do not like losing, I do not stand losing, I do not enjoy losing, so whenever the 

moment comes, winning is the one thing that I have on my mind.  Really, I don't know, it just 

comes to me.  When I do things is to do the best I can do at those things whatever I do.  If 

I'm in school, to do the best I can in school.  If I'm playing any other sport, even if it's not 

golf, I try to do the best I can.  It's just my own personal way to do things.  I don't do 

something halfway, I do it to the best I can do it.  If not, I won't do it. 

 

Q.  You said you didn't expect to potentially be here.  I'm curious, at the start of the 

year, did you have set goals and specific targets for the year? 

 

JON RAHM:  I had them, yeah.  I had a couple of them that I accomplished extremely fast.  I 

didn't expect to do what I did early on in the year obviously.  That's probably why I think I 

succeeded so much at those tournaments, I didn't expect to be at because I felt just so 

blessed and so thankful to be where I was, and I still am honestly. 

 

I think the No. 1 goal I had was making it to the Playoffs.  I was conscious that and I 

understood that a PGA Tour career can be tough.  It was my first year so I wanted to be 

understanding and patient about it.  Making it to the Playoffs, keeping my card, trying to 

learn as much as I could was a good way to approach it, I thought.  And the second one was 

to make it to East Lake, and obviously each week when I played obviously I played to win.  I 

still have that mindset.  I have to win this year, that wasn't in my mind.  I wanted to, but I 

didn't put too much pressure into it.  That's probably why it happened as early as it 

happened. 

 

Q.  Jon, how often do you feel like a conservative play is the best play?  Ever? 

 

JON RAHM:  Not often, not very often.  It all depends on the situation and the way I feel, 

right? 

 

It's only a conservative play if what you think is best is going for it, right?  If not, it's the right 

choice.  If I don't see it going for the green from 230 yards into the wind, it's not 

conservative; it's the smart thing to do.  Actually, if I have a 6-iron downwind, soft greens 

and I decide to lay up, it will be the conservative play but it might not be the smarter one.  So 

I try to go to the smart decision.  I am an aggressive player.  I'm not a person who's going to 

lay up very often, if that's what you mean.  It does every once in a while, but a high 

percentage of the time I'm not being conservative. 

 

Q.  And then a follow sort of, after you won, do you feel like the expectations at the 

majors increased either from the outside or from within, what you expected or what 

people expected of you at the majors? 

 

JON RAHM:  I wouldn't say it was because of the win.  I mean, I won at Torrey Pines and I 
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was 40-something in the world.  Yes, I was high in the FedExCup rankings but it was always 

just one more guy who won that year, it was nothing relevant.   

 

The thing is, when I got to Augusta I was already 12th in the world.  That's where I think I got 

a little bit of external pressure or expectations and a little bit of it myself, too.  I got so high in 

the rankings and that's one of the things I didn't expect.  I didn't expect to be almost top-10 

in the world by Augusta. 

 

I think I wasn't as comfortable as I could have been with the situation and maybe I grew a 

little more expectations or put more pressure on myself than I should have.  I played good at 

Augusta.  It's actually not the week that it made me play bad, but at both Opens maybe 

that's been the situation, right?  I got to the Open being top-10 in the world, I got to the next 

Open being top 7 in the world.   

 

So it really, you know, I keep accomplishing things and maybe I've put too much pressure on 

myself or maybe it's just a few weeks I'm going to play bad a year, happens to be the 

majors.  I try not to put extra pressure, but then again it is a major so hopefully I can learn 

from it. 

 

Q.  I just wondered, considering the expectations, have you found someone or some 

way to put that aside or deal with -- have you gotten better at dealing with it?  I mean, 

there are certain people who are just talking greatness already, you know what I 

mean?  How do you, like, forget about that? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I think one of the big keys that I forgot for a while that I did at the 

beginning of the year is live in the moment, enjoying the present.  The whole reason why I 

won at Torrey Pines is because I loved the moment.  I enjoyed that back nine so much.  I 

was living each step of the way that I had no time to be thinking of the leaderboard and what 

was going to happen in the future or the past, so I think I lost sight of that for a while.  I was 

thinking too much of what I had done before, what I wanted to do in the future that I wasn't 

focusing on what I was doing in the moment.   

 

So I believe part of that was going to help me, trying to just enjoy what I'm doing right now, 

sitting, talking to you guys, what I'm going to do afterwards when I'm back at the hotel, when 

I go to dinner, when I wake up tomorrow morning, try to enjoy and savor every single 

moment each day because I really am blessed and thankful to be where I am right now at 

the age of 22.  Try to enjoy that, and then when good things or bad things come, they'll 

come, but I shouldn't stop enjoying the life I've been blessed to have because I've gotten to 

the point I have so fast. 

 

Q.  With the amount of desire and passion you have toward winning, I would be 

curious if you found what lasts longer for, the joy of winning or the anger of losing? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's definitely the joy of winning, you know, because obviously when something 

goes wrong, everybody gets mad.  It's a human instinct, right?  Everybody gets mad, and 
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that goes away.  I think the only time it's not going to go away is if you don't you're accept 

the fact that you've lost.  Once you accept, it just goes away.  Once you've learned from 

what you've done and you learned from what's happened, it's going to go away.   

 

I think all of us have lost more times than we've won, except Tiger or Jack maybe.  Even 

then, they've lost more times than they've won.  There's clear examples.  Jordan Spieth, he's 

probably thought about that Masters for a long time but what does he do, he comes back 

and won the Open the next year.  It really is not about remembering the losses.  It's about 

accepting about them and learning about them.  So in my case, once that happens, you 

forget about it. 

 

Q.  Phil, did he ever give you advice on how long a loss should linger, because you 

still want it to hurt a little bit, don't you? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, it's not going to bring you any joy or happiness.  You're still going to 

remember and be like, oh, you know, you maybe wish something would have gone different.  

It's still going to be there, it's still going to be painful.  But like I said, if you do the correct 

process and accept it, there's not going to be on your mind, any weight on yourself. 

 

Q.  You said that you didn't expect all the success that you have.  Do you ever think 

back, think right now that it is kind of unreal what you've done? 

 

JON RAHM:  Oh, all the time.  I've described it many times.  It's like living a dream, 

honestly.  It doesn't seem real.  If you tell me in January at this point I would be sixth in the 

world with two wins, one on the European Tour, one on the PGA Tour and all the top-10s 

that I've played, I've played the No. 1 in the world face-to-face match play and get him to the 

18th hole after being 5-down at 9, I would have thought you were crazy.   

 

Even if I said it, I would be like, I'm saying this but this sounds crazy honestly, and I am a 

person who has extremely high expectations.  I set myself with high goals, and this probably 

sometime, the only time in my life when I've ever exceeded those by a long run.  When I 

look back, it's been just over a year.  I mean, at Congressional last year I had nothing, and 

to be where I am today, the way I've escalated to the point I am today, the more I think about 

it, the less the words come out.  I can't describe it.  It really makes me feel proud of myself 

and everybody around me and I can only feel thankful for what's happened. 

 

Q.  Tim Mickelson plucked you out of Spain and you come to a great golfing school, 

ASU.  Way to go ASU, Sun Devils.  

 

And then you're in a great big golfing family with Tim Mickelson and then you had a 

temporary coach for a month.  One Phil Mickelson, I think, came in temporarily.  

 

JON RAHM:  He got fired. 

 

Q.  But how much input from Tim and their family made a difference in your golfing 
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career? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, I'm assuming when you say family, you mean Phil?  

 

Q.  Just their family, you being associated with them because Tim's there and Tim 

relies on Phil, they're very close, they talk about it.  I'm just wondering if they just 

transferred to you just the game and the thought of the game. 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, in college, I didn't interact much with Phil.  Obviously he's an extremely 

busy man.  We had our schedule and we weren't always in San Diego, and he's not always 

going to be in Arizona so it's hard to make that happen. 

 

But when it comes to Tim, I've always said he was kind of a father figure, and when it comes 

to golf, I was extremely more emotional than I am right now.  All I saw was the longest drive 

you could hit in flagsticks.  I didn't see anything else on the golf course.  That led to rounds 

with seven birdies, four bogeys, two doubles and some other number, right?  It was a little bit 

extreme.  When he saw me, he saw the talent.  He was like, okay, he needs some course 

management, you can't be hitting at every pin, even if you're making seven birdies a round.  

Sometimes the par is going to be your friend, you need to be smarter. 

 

So I think it took him two years, and that's when I started processing everything better.  In 

my junior year is when I started making less birdies but less bogeys and that's when I 

became the player I am today.  I won eight times in the last two years because of that.  I lost 

many tournaments before just because I was too anxious and too aggressive and I thought I 

had to make more birdies no matter what.  That was the first thing. 

 

And then the second one was just learning about my golf game.  He didn't do much about 

my swing.  He didn't change my technique.  He didn't force me to do anything, he just made 

me think what makes me strong, what suits my game the best and try to apply it. 

 

Q.  Jon, a follow-up to that, do you think that part of that was from growing up 

watching and enjoying Tiger and that's how you processed how Tiger played and so 

you just carried that over that he hit it far and went for every flag and made tons of 

birdies? 

 

JON RAHM:  No, I was like that in every single sport.  That was just me. 

 

No, Tiger had an -- he was an extremely smart player and his course management was off 

the charts.  He didn't always hit drivers.  On this course he hit a lot of 2-irons but nobody hits 

2-irons.  I wouldn't hit 2-irons but he did.  He did that a lot.  He won an Open Championship 

without hitting drivers.  He could hit it far but he didn't all the time, so that's an example of 

great course management and I don't play it like that.  I needed to be taught that I don't need 

to hit it 100 percent all the time, and when it comes to the green, being smart, don't 

short-side myself so much.  You know, a 20-footer up the hill may be better than a six-footer 

down the hill.  That's what I was talking about. 
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When Tiger -- I mean, he might have.  It might have influenced him that much, but I can 

assure you that I was like that in every single sport. 

 

Q.  How often do you get home to Spain? 

 

JON RAHM:  When I can.  Not often. 

 

Q.  When was the last time you were back? 

 

JON RAHM:  My house and family?  Christmas, that was the last time.  I did spend a week 

afterwards, after the Irish Open, to Spain.  I've been to Spain but to places I can practice.  

Northern Spain, there's only a few golf courses, and if I'm there I want to see my family and I 

would probably just lose track of what I have to do a little bit. But, yeah, I have been in 

Spain.  

 

Q.  What was it like when you went back at Christmas in terms of what you 

accomplished and what do you think it will be like the next time you get back? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, Christmas, it was before anything, really.  I did have my tour card but I 

hadn't done anything, any of this yet.  And it really was amazing, the fact that it's not a great 

golfing community, even if Olazabel is Basque.  I'm from the region right next to him and it's 

not that much of a golfing community, but you notice the media, the Basque media did a 

great job of putting me on the map even as an amateur.   

 

So there was always someone who just watches the news, someone who just watches the 

sports section who knew of me and that was great.  Even Congressional and Canada, I was 

in the newspapers, I was on TV, so they really advertised me really well and I have that to 

thank them because it was amazing, and when I got back there were some people on the 

street who knew who I was and to me that was absolutely amazing because in Spain it's 

soccer and that's it.  There's no other sport that really exists.  I mean, if you grab a sports 

newspaper in Spain, the first 50 pages are going to be on Real Madrid versus Barcelona, 

and the next few will be any of the other 20 teams, and you might have a little paragraph 

dedicated to golf and other sports. 

 

So to be recognized as often as I was by nongolfers, it was a great feeling.  I mean, I really 

can't explain it because I never thought in my mind that even then I was going to be 

recognized.  So when I get back, I can't tell what it's going to be like.  More of the same 

probably, but maybe people are more aware of who I am, which in my mind for a 22-year-old 

is something that's unbelievable. 

 

Q.  How many majors do you have to win for golf to get front coverage in Spain, 12? 

 

JON RAHM:  I don't know.  Sergio got -- the hardest one to get on is the newspaper, it's 

called MARCA, and Sergio got in because of the Masters.  He got the front page, the whole 
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front page, and I don't think that had ever happened with golf.   

 

A funny story, when Seve won his first Open, they changed the telecast the last two holes or 

18 because they had horse racing.  So golf wasn't in the picture, and Seve was going to win 

the Claret Jug, so that's how much they had in mind.  I think when Olazabal won either the 

first or second Masters, he was kind of on the corner of the front page.  It was obviously after 

Real Madrid or Barcelona, somewhere there, because that is huge in Spain, it makes sense, 

right?   

 

But I think thanks to those guys and Sergio, it's getting more and more popular, so now 

people like me now when we do something, I won in Ireland, I got the front page.  Granted, 

it's not football season so maybe that's why I got it.  But Sergio did get it for the Masters, 

which for the golf community to have two front pages in the year in that newspaper is 

something beyond belief. 

 

Q.  Along those lines though, after Sergio won the Masters, did it cross your mind that 

this could be the year of Spain?  Kind of Spain could be back on the golf, you know, 

just like the Seve days, you know, just the big time again? 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, so far it's been.  We have the ranked No. 5 world player in the world, 

No. 6, and then Rafa who's 16, right?  I was going to say top-20.  I don't think Spain has had 

three players in the top 20 in a long time.  I think I read an article when the last time two 

players were in the top-10 was Seve and Jose Maria in the '90s.   

 

So that really is, we're really -- not an all-time high, but we're hitting a peak.  We're getting 

close to one, and then Sergio winning his first major, me winning both tours, Rafa winning 

again.  I think it was Sergio's second win of the year.  That's five wins for Spain this year.  

That's huge.  I don't know if it's happened, if it's just casualty or it's happened or if it was a 

fluke or not but it was absolutely amazing.   

 

Sergio accomplishes his all-time goal and now I'm accomplishing my all-time goals and Rafa 

gets back in the winner's circle.  It's amazing that all three of us are able to do all those 

things at the same time.  For the golfing community, I don't think it could be any better than 

what's going on right now besides the three of us winning the Grand Slam.  I don't think it 

can get better than this.  Well, it can if Rafa gets in the top-10 as well.  I can't think of many 

countries with the few golf players we have in Spain doing as well as we're doing right now.  

It really is unbelievable.  It's hard to explain.  Pretty sure the Spanish media can fill you in 

more than I can, but I think we're all so grateful that it's happening right now, we've been 

able to enjoy it and for me, Rafa and Sergio to be a part of it.  Sergio was a part of that when 

he was younger, when he was my age when Olazabal was still there and he's a great part of 

it again.  He's having great things happen in his life and same for Rafa and same for me.  

Three different generations but joining together to what we're doing right now is I think 

something amazing. 

 

NEIL AHERN:  Jon, thank you very much for your time. 
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