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Pre-Tournament Interview:     BROOKS KOEPKA 
August 2, 2017    
 

 

MICHAEL BALIKER:  I would like to welcome Brooks Koepka here to the interview room 

here at the Bridgestone Invitational.   

 

Brooks, we're approaching a pretty busy stretch here with this event, PGA Championship, 

FedExCup Playoffs.  Just talk about how your game sort of is going to get rounded back into 

form here for a big stretch to conclude the season. 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, yeah, it's nice to kind of finish the season off here on a good 

note.  I feel like I'm playing really well, game's in good shape.  You know, coming off the win 

at the U.S. Open and a decent finish at the British Open was nice.  So just need to build on 

that and get a chance to hopefully pop off a couple more wins. 

 

Q.  What was your biggest takeaway from Royal Birkdale and how you played on the 

weekend?  

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  You know, I felt like I played really well the first day.  Second day, 

obviously, was a bit tougher.  I felt like I played okay.  But the weekend, I mean, it was awful, 

I didn't play very good.  Looking back at it, I can tell that I'm improving a lot.  I don't know 

what it is, but to not play very good on the weekend of a major, really not play that great for 

three days and still finish top-10 and have a relative chance to win going into Sunday and 

not feel like you have your best is good.  Just build off that confidence and carry it over to 

these next few weeks.  

 

Q.  Are you more disappointed than if you had not won the U.S. Open?  Does that 

make sense? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  I know what you're saying.  I mean, no, because I still would have 

been disappointed no matter what.  I felt like I didn't really play that great on the weekend.  

Kind of ho-hum, I guess didn't do much.  Didn't do too much wrong, didn't do too much right.  

It was just kind of boring.  Made some silly mistakes that you just can't do if you want to win.  

Of course, that's the goal.  So to maybe being a little hard on it, I guess you could say, not 

trying to -- not expecting -- you're always expecting to win, but not doing everything right 

because the last time I teed it up, I did everything right.  So I don't know if that was a little bit 

of expectations being a little high, but I'm sure my caddie would say the same thing.  Just 

wasn't all there, but it was okay. 

 

Q.  And then it's too early for this, it's only been two tournaments, but is there, I don't 

want to say any kind of letdown because I know that's not the way you roll, but having 

the U.S. Open, having a major in the bag, does it free you up at all going into the 

majors going forward at least immediately? 
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BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, I don't think so. 

 

Q.  Another bad question.  Roll with it, Brooks.    

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  It's kind of one of those things where I want the second one so bad 

because you get that feeling and you see it, guys get on a roll all the time, you know, when 

you're hot, you're hot.  I feel like the majors is where I feel like I'm going to shine.  I mean, if 

you look at my track record, the majors are usually where I show up.  Unfortunately, I 

haven't done it as much in regular tour events or throughout my career.  But the majors are 

the one place, I don't know, it's just being a little bit more focused I guess, maybe taking it a 

little more serious, knowing that every shot means -- to me it feels like like life or death.  If 

you screw up, you're gone.  I mean, I don't like not playing the weekend in a major.  I don't 

know how many we've -- other than missing this event last year and not playing the British, I 

feel like I've made every cut in a major for the last maybe three, four years, I don't know, 

something like that.  I feel like I've had a chance, in my mind I've had a chance to win a 

bunch of them coming down to Sunday.  So I just love getting up for it and playing the best 

and playing really, really hard golf courses 

 

Q.  Do you get bored easily? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  With golf or just in general?  

 

Q.  I was thinking golf, but...  

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, in general, yeah, I do get bored.  Golf, yeah, I do get bored.  To 

be honest, yeah, I do get a little bored.  Sometimes we talked about it, everyone kind of goes 

through it, I guess, in different ways where it's nice when the game's coming easy and that's 

kind of how it feels right now.  I feel like everything's clicking, the hole looks like an ocean, 

every putt looks like it's going to go in, hitting greens, chips are within three feet, but 

sometimes it does, you need that little bit of extra focus.  I don't want to say I just get lazy 

with it, but sometimes, I'm sure guys that are -- all the top guys would say the same thing.  

Sometimes you're so talented where you just kind of need a little bit of a wake-up call, 

whether it be -- you see a lot of great rounds start with a bogey, too.  It's kind of one of those 

things that's just like, whoa, it sends you into shock a little bit.  Sometimes you need a little 

bit of kick, a kick in the behind, I guess, to kind of get you going. 

 

But yeah, I think knowing -- like I said, knowing that every shot matters, there's a triple 

bogey waiting on every hole if you screw up, I mean, that's kind of your tournament right 

there.  It takes one hole to come back from a bogey, it takes two to come back from a 

double.  You don't want to be wasting time out there. 

 

Q.  Brooks, for the first time in your lifetime, at least, you have two golfers who can 

complete a career Grand Slam.  So I was wondering for people like you, is it sort 

of -- are you curious to see if Rory or who will get there first, Rory or Jordan? 
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BROOKS KOEPKA:  Hopefully it's neither of them.  Hopefully, I mean, hopefully I can just 

run it off and win a bunch of them.  Yeah, I think it's cool, I think it's cool to see.  You look at 

these guys are so good, Rory and Jordan, it's impressive what they've done.  What's Rory, 

28?  And Jordan's, what, 24?  So to do it so young, there's such a big -- the game's kind of 

changed now.  There's so many good young players and a lot of guys that are going to win 

majors, too, by the time they're 30, they're going to have a couple, the guys that don't have 

one right now.  So it's real competitive.  I mean, I'm not surprised that they've got one left.  

They're really talented, but I'm sure everybody else is trying to stop them from getting it, 

which makes it so much fun.  But I'm sure, I'm positive that both of them will get it. 

 

Q.  When you see them, does that give you more self-belief, like I can do that?  Does it 

in some way normalize what is a very spectacular feat? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I've said, I'm kind of put it this way, I'm pretty good friends with 

both of them and I'm so happy to see them play well.  I mean, if you have a chance to win, 

you want to win, but they're both such nice guys.  Everyone knows how good of guys they 

are.  They're fun to be around, they're great players and you look at it this way, you're happy 

for them, but you're a little pissed off, you do get a little pissed off.  I would love to win every 

tournament I played.  I think if everybody said they're not pissed off when they don't win, 

they're lying to you, but it's cool to see them.  I'm happy, they're growing the game, 

growing -- they're playing golf how it should be played and it's cool to see. 

 

Q.  Going back to your play in the majors and the big events, it almost sounds like 

you're an adrenaline junkie, is that true? And if so, does it go back to when you were 

a kid maybe? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  I guess it does, I mean, I have no idea why.  I just like the fact that 

there's so much pressure on every shot.  I don't know, I just like feeling that rush, I like being 

in contention.  I mean, I love it.  To me it's not really much fun when you're teeing it up on 

Saturday or Sunday and you don't have a chance to win.  It's not fun.  It really drives me 

nuts and I think I care a lot more than people think.  They see this kind of demeanor that 

looks like there's no expression, but I'm fired up on the inside, I swear.  I'm really pumped up 

on the inside, and I'm quite pissed off when I've screwed up.  And when I'm happy, trust me, 

I'm ready to jump around that green.  I was such a hot head 10 years ago where I've had to 

go to the extreme to be so calm, to be so nonchalant, I guess, looking.  But yeah, I love it, I 

love competing, I love anything you want to do, I'm like, all right, let's do it, let's make it a 

competition.  So yeah, I love it. 

 

Q.  Paired with your friend DJ this week.  Playing with a friend, does it free you up or, 

being a competitor, does it make you want to shoot a lower score than DJ? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Well, he's No. 1 in the world, so I want to kick his butt.  That's pretty 

simple.  Trying to do that.  But this week will actually be pretty good.  We've both got the 

same trainer, so our schedule will be exactly the same for the first two days.  I want to beat 

him, I want to beat him bad.  It will be a competition in the gym before we play or after and 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


 

4 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

then on the golf course.  I think it's fun, but also at the same time you've got to realize you're 

there to play golf.  You know, it's not like going to play at home when you're just strolling 

around going to play.  To be honest with you, I don't think we've ever played at home 

together.  We've never played golf at home.  I play practice rounds with him quite a bit, but 

when you're playing you're just focused on whatever you have to do.  I'm not really 

concerned with how he does.  I hope he does well, but I've got to take care of myself.  I start 

worrying about him, I'm in trouble.   

 

I kind of figured that out with Tiger, playing with Tiger my first time in, I think, 2012.  I grew 

up watching him, grew up idolizing him, and then you see -- you start to play with him and 

I've done the same thing I've done my entire life, all I did was watch him.  Literally, I'm 

playing with the guy, but I'm watching him, and you can't do it, you just can't do it.  You can't 

be focused on what anybody else is doing, you've just got to keep plugging away and worry 

about yourself. 

 

Q.  Two things.  Where was that first time playing with him? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  It was in Rochester at the PGA. 

 

Q.  Oak Hill? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I think so, yeah. 

 

Q.  So if you grew up watching Tiger and watching all that Tiger does, did you not try 

to copy the fist pump? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  I think I probably tried to when I was little.  I definitely probably tried to 

when I was little, but I took it so far to the extreme that my emotions, I mean, I was like, I 

think my parents will vouch for me, I'm not proud of it but I was so angry if I missed a putt, 

short putt inside five feet, I think I must have broken 15 putters when I was little.  Like it was 

that bad.  I can run a little hot, I guess you could say.  So when I got to college, it was to the 

point where, okay, we need to fix this, this isn't cool.  I'm not proud of it.  The bag legs would 

be crooked.  I'm really like embarrassed about it, it's not a cool thing to do, so I had to figure 

out how I was going to correct it. 

 

Q.  And you internalized everything then? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I just keep it inside.  I'm like, well, I'm not going to tell anybody 

how I'm feeling, what's going on.  Like last year I hid my ankle from my agent and my 

caddie.  They didn't know until I was here.  No one knew, just me.  I mean, my physio knew 

obviously because he went to touch my ankle and I was jumping around.  I've just learned to 

keep everything to myself because honestly, at the same time, people don't really care when 

you're a junior golfer, when you're an amateur, they don't really care how you do.  The only 

people that really cared would be your family and close friends.  Why give another guy a 

little bit of an advantage by slamming a club, knowing he's already got you beat. 
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Q.  So since you talked about that great show of emotion you had on, I'm trying to 

think, it was 15 or 16 at Erin Hills, that big fist pump that moved about four inches, 

what would you consider to be your greatest expression, positive or negative, on 

tour? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  On tour?  I would say -- 

 

Q.  We can look it up, by the way.  

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Oh, it's definitely out there.  I would say there's probably more 

negative than there is positive, to be honest with you, because a lot of times the camera 

does catch you not at the best moments.  This year, probably the first half of this year from 

January until maybe March, that was probably the hardest time for me just as a person.  I 

was going through some stuff and the one that I'm really not proud of was at the Honda 

Classic this year.  I think it was the 11th hole, I snapped a driver.  I didn't want to be there, if 

I'm honest.  I was dealing with a bunch of stuff and to me, it just wasn't fun.  Golf wasn't fun. 

 

And then I remember we left the 18th hole and I was going to just go.  I was like, I'm done, 

I'm going home, I don't want to be here.  My caddie, my agent and my putting coach, my 

coach, I mean there was like seven people that were sitting there waiting because they knew 

exactly where I was going to go.  I'm not for quitting, I really don't like quitting, but I was not 

in a good place to play golf, to be anywhere near a golf course.  They kind of had this little 

sit-down chat with me right there and I was going to go and they convinced me to stay.  My 

dad was there and he goes, I've never seen you quit.  I was like, you know what, good point, 

I'm not going to start now, not really a good example.  Because being a hometown event, 

there was quite a few people out there watching, but stomping that driver on 11 was 

probably the most embarrassing for me.  

 

Q.  Did you come back with a pretty good round or was that the year before? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  I think that was the year before.  That might have -- yeah, because I 

think it was Friday, I had an early round Friday.  But yeah, that's probably the one thing I'm 

the least proud of.  But on the flip side, there's probably so many things I'm proud of.  To be 

honest with you, it's cool, like I look back when I was a little kid, like signing those 

autographs for all these little kids, that's pretty cool but the camera doesn't catch a lot of that 

stuff.  Throwing the ball when you're done.  There's a lot of stuff guys do, sometimes it's just 

not caught because they're not going to show it on TV because they just want to show golf 

shots.  So there is cool stuff like that, which is fun to do, but the camera doesn't catch that 

stuff. 

 

Q.  Brooks, when was the last time in a competitive round that you've taken a swing at 

a ball and not made contact?  Has that ever happened? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  It has happened.  The last time I think I can remember was maybe 
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high school.  But the Honda was pretty close this year.  I was actually talking about it, we 

were laughing about it yesterday or two days ago at my house with Dustin and Steve 

Marino.  We were just kind of talking about the worst shot we've ever hit.  Mine was at the 

Honda.  There was a hole before that, I swung and I hit a tree and the ball literally went like 

this far like sideways.  They found it on YouTube, so if you want to go look it up.  It's on 

there if you want to go find it, it's pretty funny.  That's probably the worst shot I've ever hit. 

 

Q.  So were you glad that it went that two feet as opposed to nothing at all, or did it 

make a difference? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  The only thing I remember my caddie saying is, You've still got 

156 yards to the hole.  That was the one thing I do remember.  So I wasn't like that mad, but 

I was like okay, you've got it, thanks for that, appreciate it. 

 

Q.  When you saw what happened to Kevin on Sunday at the Canadian Open where he 

was in the trees --  

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Didn't see it. 

 

Q.  He missed and said that was a whiff.  Can you imagine, is that harder to come 

back from than a bad shot? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  I think sometimes -- I mean, I can imagine how shocked he would be.  

I don't know the situation or like what happened or anything.  I can imagine how shocked he 

would be.  I don't think he would be -- I don't think you probably have emotion, you wouldn't 

be angry.  You're definitely not going to be happy, but you're more in shock and you really 

don't know what to do.  You've kind of got to go okay, reset, what just happened?  You're 

probably not in belief you just did it.  You're probably like I know I missed it but what the hell 

just happened?  So I mean, I would -- I mean, not love to see it, but curious just as to what 

happened but I feel bad for him because that's no fun.  You've just got to move on.  

Hopefully I would try to find a way to laugh at it, but I mean, it's a freak thing and probably 

one of the first, if not the first, second or third time it's ever probably happened to him, and 

he's probably been goofing off with his buddies when it has happened or up against a tree or 

doing something stupid, trying to hit it left-handed or something like that the other times.  But 

yeah, that's unfortunate. 

 

Q.  If you went to the PGA next week and you're tied for the lead going into the last 

round and you're tied with either Dustin or Jordan, how would you look at them 

differently on the first tee Sunday morning? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  What do you mean? 

 

Q.  They both get great results, but they both seem like they come across differently 

as players. 
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BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Would you look at them the same, as the same threat? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, I would.  They're both -- 

 

Q.  The one hits it -- 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  It wouldn't matter to me.  I mean, DJ's probably going to knock it by 

me a little bit, which I already know that's going to happen.  I know I'm going to knock it by 

Jordan and Jordan's going it hole every putt.  Maybe Dustin is probably the better, obviously, 

athlete, the better ball striker, where Jordan will probably beat you with his putter and kind of 

mentally, but I think Dustin is mentally tough, too, I just don't think people ever really give 

him credit for it.  I know what goes on, he does grind and he does care a lot more than 

people think.  They're two of the most mentally tough people that I know, and out here, that's 

why you see them, they've both been No. 1, they're both so good.  I mean, they're both hard 

to beat. 

 

Q.  Jordan verbalizes his? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Yeah, Jordan will tell you about it, yeah, tell you the whole process 

that's going on.  Where Dustin, you won't know what's going on for like five holes.  Even if 

you're standing there you don't really know what's going on.  It's fun.  It's kind of cool, I don't 

think I've ever been paired with both of them in the same group.  Yeah, a little bit different on 

how they go about it but they both get it done. 

 

Q.  What would people say about you? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  I have no idea.  Honestly, I have no idea.  Probably like we take time 

off in between hitting golf shots, it's more of like a fun thing, we're just having fun out there.  

Hopefully that's what they would say because that's kind of how it goes for me.  In between 

hitting it, in between shots, it's pretty fun laughing and joking about whatever.  I don't know 

what they would say, I will be kind of curious actually.  

 

Q.  Sorry to wear you out on this longest press conference ever, but of all the stories 

you and Rickie told during the final day at Erin Hills, what was the most unusual 

between shots? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  Unusual story?  You know, I don't know.  We were talking about a 

vacation, on 16, where we wanted to go this year.  I think right before I -- no, it was 15, right 

before we hit that shot to the back right pin.  Yeah, we were trying to figure out where we 

were going to go on vacation this year.  We had talked about like Vietnam maybe.  We 

usually do a vacation like kind of October, November, go over for a week and go over 

somewhere in Asia.  We were trying to figure out the best place to go because we've already 

been in Thailand, been to Bali, where else we want to go, like all these cool places, so that 
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was a conversation that we were having before we hit the shot.  

 

Then he handed me the club and we hit it, and he says, "Good shot" and then we continued 

the conversation.    

 

Q.  I just wanted to know your basic strategy for 18, does your strategy change from, 

say, Thursday to Friday to Sunday on that hole? 

 

BROOKS KOEPKA:  No, it would be the same thing.  I forget what club we hit because last 

year I never played 18, but it will have to be a refresher.  I think it's just a 3-wood down there 

because the hole does go right to left, so we can turn 3-wood a little better right to left.  So I 

hit 3-wood down there, and then just go from there.  I think we've pretty much got a wedge in 

our hands so you can fire right at the flag.  Around this place, it's more about controlling the 

spin.  You've got to put the ball in the fairway there, otherwise you're going to be in trouble.  

Whatever we think, depending on the wind or whatever it might be, you need to get the first 

thing done.  If you put it in the fairway, you should be fine. 

 

MICHAEL BALIKER:  Thanks, Brooks. 
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