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ALEX NOREN:  It's just great to be here.  It's just a superb course, pretty challenging 

course, but it feels all right. 

 

Q.  Tell us about your history here then because you played it a couple times? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah, my history here is not as good as I want it to be.  Two not-so-good 

finishes.  Not terrible, but not very good.  But it's just been -- it was quite a long time ago the 

first one, I think 2010.  The second one, I don't know when it was.  You know, I'm trying to 

improve on it. 

 

Q.  When you're on the range here, you've got the world's best.  It's always good to go 

up against the world's best, isn't it, and to see how you relate, and to win it, that 

would be pretty special? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  Yeah.  I mean, yeah, when you're here for the first time, you know, you're 

just like in awe of everything that's going on and all the players.  Now I've got a different 

mindset.  But yeah, to win it would be unbelievable, but it's just nice to be in these 

tournaments where all the best are and you play against them, you get better as a golfer just 

playing these events. 

 

Q.  Tough question, I know, but how close do you think you are from being a WGC or 

even a major champion? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  It's all taking steps in the right direction.  I had the best major finish, sixth at 

The Open.  It's tough to go from not being close to winning to winning, I think, so you've got 

to take those small steps.  I feel that my game is better than it was before and especially 

these last two years it's been very good for my confidence, playing good in bigger events, 

which I struggled with before.  As soon as I come to a big event, I don't think I can do as well 

as I want to, and if you have that mindset it's not going to go very well.  So I feel better 

coming to events like this now.  The last two years have been good. 

 

Q.  You've got this week but a lot in the media are saying it's next week as well.  

What's your thoughts going in, do you know anything about Quail Hollow? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I don't know much.  I've never seen it, I've never been there.  I saw some 

pictures, but I think they're going to play pretty similar, you know, the conditions.  Fast 

greens and it's -- we've got the thunderstorms, it could be dry out in a few days, but as soon 

as a thunderstorm hits it's going to be pretty soft again.  So pretty similar.  It's good to play 

this event before next week.  I haven't even thought about next week.  You've got a big task 

ahead of you here, you've got to get your game good for this week and then next week 

starts on Monday, you start preparing for that one. 
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Q.  Final question.  Now the most important thing is you prepare for your game, but 

there's people like me and other people that want to talk to you.  How do you balance 

that part of it? 

 

ALEX NOREN:  I don't have that much going on.  Some people have a lot more, I think.  It 

means that I've been doing okay if you guys want to talk to me, so I'll take it.  I'm not 

disturbed by it.  But it's different from when you get out on tour and you never -- I never talk 

to you guys and now I do a lot more, so it's nice. 
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