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Round 3 CHAMPION’S INTERVIEW:     SO YEON RYU ( -18 ) 
June 25, 2017 
 

 
MODERATOR:  Well, good evening, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome back to the 
media center here at the Walmart Northwest Arkansas Championship.  Proud to be 
joined by our 2017 Champion, So Yeon Ryu.  Took a two-stroke victory over Amy Yang.  
So Yeon, you just said it hasn't quite sunk in.  You received a beautiful necklace gift 
from the volunteers here.  Tell me just what you're thinking right now.  You are the first 
multiple winner on Tour this year.   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, I'm glad I'm to be a multiple winner, and also this is not the first 
time I've won more than one in a year, so hopefully many more to come.  Additionally 
this is my favorite stop.  Friends always are so great, the golf course, hotel, everything 
is so convenient.  I really happy to win this tournament.  Then also if you look up all the 
previous winners, a lot of winners, previous No. 1 players in the world as well, like Inbee 
Park, Lydia Ko, Ai Miyazato, so I really glad I can be part of them.   
 
Q.  You started off the day with a five-stroke lead, got a little tighter as the day 
went on.  How aware were you of how well you were playing and how Amy was 
playing in the group ahead of you?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  To be honest, I didn't look at the leaderboard much because I wanted 
to focus on my game instead of comparing to anyone.  At the same time I try hard to 
comparing not to my first two rounds, because my first two rounds was just phenomenal 
and compared to today feels like I hit like 80, which is not but it feels like that.  And I 
kept talking to myself, okay, So Yeon, don't try to be perfect, don't compare to any first 
two tournaments, just focus on the ball.   
 
It was kind of like less exciting to make less birdies today but still it was really great to 
play with Stacy.  A lot of fans out there, especially for Stacy because she is from here, 
so it was really great to see all the fans out here, and it was really great atmosphere.   
 
Q.  You work with Cameron McCormick, you were excited that Jordan won as 
well, so a good day for the McCormick fold.  What have you taken away from him 
that you feel has maybe helped elevate your game?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  I started to change my swing since I started working with them, and it 
was definitely hard work because, you know, change the swing is not an easy thing.  I 
really needed to dedicate fully six months and finally I feel really comfortable.   
 
The good thing is no matter what I have trust about my swing then I know Cameron 
always have answer about my problem, so I feel really comfortable working with them.   
 
At the same time he's not just coach these days, he's -- I talk with him a lot.  He helped 
me out with the mental side as well and he incorporated working with my trainer, my 
Pilates instructor, my caddie, so I feel really great to have him as my team.. 
 
Q.  I know you enjoyed the win at the ANA Inspiration.  I know that was great, but 
it was a little bit awkward at times with Lexi's situation.  Was this more enjoyable?  
Were you more relaxed without the drama?   
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SO YEON RYU:  Actually, to be honest, after I won the ANA Inspiration, a lot of people 
said maybe I wasn't deserve to win the tournament because I kind of understandable if 
someone is big fan of Lexi.   
 
Definitely if I think that situation is my situation, it's really horrible, really bad, you know, 
situation.  After I won the Inspiration I sort of feel like am I really win this tournament?  
Am I deserve this win?  I was -- I had to think about it, but a lot of people helped me out 
to think about that win as positive, but I was still -- I wanted to win another tournament 
that I wanted to prove I'm ready to win a tournament and here we are.  I mean, here I 
am.  I won this tournament.  I feel a bit more free than after ANA Inspiration.   
 
Q.  You said that after 17, around 17 you felt like you pretty much had it there.  
Two parts:  Did you know how close you were from not hitting the green on 12, 
and the way it rolled up around the sprinkler heads?  I mean, it was just really 
something that funneled back to the green.  I don't know if you knew how close 
that was, but that was a big birdie there.  And did you have any fears on 18 when 
you went into the bunker?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  No, I knew Amy played really well because I met her at the 10th 
teeing ground because we were waiting for a while, but I haven't really looked at the 
leaderboard too much because I know I better focus on my game instead of starting to 
think about the other players who I'm competing with.   
 
Yeah, it was definitely scared to see Amy's playing low score because she is such a 
nice player.  Then I just shot 10-under yesterday so that means somebody have a 
chance to shot 10-under as well.  Amy was tough one to compete with on the golf 
course.   
 
18, I think I was feeling really comfortable playing at the 18 because I made two birdies 
on Friday and Saturday as well.  Just one thing is I really wanted to make birdie as my 
champion's putt, but I couldn't make it so that's only my sad part.   
 
Q.  The possibility of being No. 1, I know we don't know yet, but what does that 
mean to you?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, since I decided to become a professional, I have always wanted 
to become No. 1 player in the world someday.  This is definitely the closest I've ever 
been.  Yeah, I want to keep working hard, and if I'm able to become No. 1 player in the 
world that's going to be awesome.  Even though when I have a really good goal, better 
not to obsess about it because sometimes if that goal -- it can gives me a lot of pressure 
and it can gives me extra, like, pressure so that can make me not enjoy this game.   
 
One of the reason why I really -- I think I can be consistent is because I enjoy this game.  
I just want to be focused, enjoy this game and then try to improve every moment.  Then 
I want to see what God going to give me.   
 
Q.  You've been in this position before here having the lead on the back nine in 
2013.  How much different did it feel this go-round?  Obviously you hung on and 
you won.  How much different did it feel four years later?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Even though I lost the playoff, I still -- I wasn't too sad because 
obviously she made a birdie at the playoff, but her third shot was the really great, so I 
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really respect what she has done.  So even after I lost at the playoff, I still feel great to 
come back here.  But then I wasn't leading the tournament five strokes, so maybe that 
was biggest difference then between 2013 and '17.   
 
Q.  Didn't seem like your mind-set really changed today.  Did you come out here 
wanting to play the same way you did the first two rounds?  You were going at 
pins and you seemed pretty aggressive.  Did you play with the same mind-set you 
did the first two days?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, I tried not to do something special.  I think it just better to be 
me, best way to win the tournament.  So I tried not to think too much and I just did what 
I did for the first two rounds.   
 
Q.  It doesn't stop here.  We head on tomorrow to the KPMG, the first Major of the 
year.  I would think this is a good way to start that week?   
 
SO YEON RYU:  Oh, yeah, absolutely.  I just won a tournament and I had a 
phenomenal first two rounds.  Even though I didn't have a super low round today, 
2-under is still a good round.  I want to bring this good feeling, good vibes to next week, 
then hopefully I can have won another Major tournament.   
 
MODERATOR:   Thank you, So Yeon.  Ladies and gentlemen, our 2017 Champion, So 
Yeon Ryu. 
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