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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     SO YEON RYU    
June 23, 2017 
 

 

SO YEON RYU:  (Interview in progress.)  I had two weeks off, so I was really fresh to play.  I 

think everything was really smooth from start to end.  Especially I was happy with my putting 

because last time when I played a tournament, I was really struggling with my putting.  So 

yeah, it feels great to be back and hopefully I can have a really great bogey-free round 

again. 

 

Q.  We always talk about your great ball-striking.  Today it was your putter.  You holed 

some real bombs out there today.  What did you find and what did you feel to get the 

putting to come around? 

 

SO YEON RYU:  It was really nice to have two weeks off because I had a lot of time to 

figure out what I need to do, so I just totally worked on the putting.  Then I worked on a lot of 

technique thing with my coach, Cameron McCormick.  Then I went to see Ian Baker-Finch 

and he told me -- he actually make me really comfortable to do putting, like he gave me a lot 

of confidence like just trust yourself.  Also, I played with Nick Price, which it was really a 

pleasure to play with him.  He also told me like your putting stroke is so smooth and you're 

really great, so after that I got extra confidence.  So I would like to say thank you to all three 

gentlemen. 

 

Q.  Where did you play with Nick? 

 

SO YEON RYU:  In West Palm, the Trump National.  Jupiter, yeah. 

 

Q.  How do you deal with a weather delay in the middle, just kind of throwing things 

off on your round? 

 

SO YEON RYU:  Actually, it was kind of great to stop because it was kind of humid out 

there, so it was kind of like great to have a cooldown a little bit.  But actually the rain delay 

wasn't bothering me, but wind was really hard to read today.  Sometimes winds coming right 

to left and left to right, the wind keeps rolling, so it was really hard to judge.  But I've been 

working with my caddie so long, I think we had a good experience about like six years, so he 

was really helpful to judge about the wind. 

 

Q.  Earlier today Sun Hyun shot an 8 under.  How well do you know her and are you 

surprised how quickly she's played well on the tour? 

 

SO YEON RYU:  Well, to be honest, I never really played tour together with her.  This is my 

first time playing the same tour with her.  She was a really great player on the KLPGA Tour 

for a while, so I wasn't really surprised to see how well she is, because like even last year 

she played a few LPGA tournaments as a nonmember but still finished like top-5, top-10.  So 

yeah, I think she is a really great golfer and I think it's a matter of how comfortable she is on 
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the tour. 

 

Q.  How difficult of a transition is that to make?  You've done it, to go from over there 

to here.  She's finished, I think, top-10 four times.  How tough is that to do and how 

impressive is what she's done so far? 

 

SO YEON RYU:  The most difficult part must be language and culture because when you 

cannot really communicate with someone, you cannot be comfortable to playing, but it looks 

like she figured it out herself really well.   

 

Also, cultural-wise is good thing we have plenty of Korean players on tour, so a lot of Korean 

players can help her out to feel comfortable.  So I think that can be a really good reason why 

she was able to settle in quicker. 

 

Q.  A lot of people talk about catching the good side of the draw.  You had the lowest 

round in the afternoon wave by a fair amount, so you have to feel comfortable that 

you caught the best side of this draw and that you're out early tomorrow? 

 

SO YEON RYU:  You know, the draw is, to be honest just pure luck.  But sometimes, even 

with the crazy wind, you're able to hit like 8 under par, but even with a nice sunny day, you 

cannot hit not even 3 under par.  So I try not to just not think about the draw too much.  And 

then tomorrow morning it will be nice and calm, so hopefully I can hit better and putt well like 

today, then look forward to having another good score. 
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