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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    GERINA PILLER ( -4 ) 
June 23, 2017 
 

 
Q.  How hard is it to get off to a good start on a 54-hole event like this one, getting 
off to a good start like you did today, as opposed to something that's 72 where 
you've got a little time to make up?   
 
GERINA PILLER:  I think it's always important to get off to a good start regardless of 
how many holes it is.  But, yeah, for sure when you have three days, you don't have that 
fourth day to kind of make up some ground.  The course is in phenomenal shape.  The 
greens are pure, so you know there are going to be a lot of birdies out there.  So to 
come in and have a 4-under, I feel pretty good about it.   
 
Q.  A lot of people prepare for major championships differently.  Some people 
play their way into it, some people take the week off, rest, then go up early.  Have 
you always played your way into majors?   
 
GERINA PILLER:  No.  I don't really have a -- I don't really have, like, a set thing.  Like 
last year I believe Portland was before the U.S. Open and I didn't play Portland, just 
because the greens were going to be similar, I think poa annua in Portland and then 
firm and fast in California.   
 
For me I think what's important is kind of dumbing it down.  Why would I prepare any 
different from a tournament that I play well at versus a Major?  It's still a golf ball, a little 
hole and some golf clubs.   
 
If you can have that attitude, I think, for me, that is what works best for me.  I'm not 
going to go out there and go a week early because it's never going to play the same.  
Now you have expectations.  Now you think, well, on this hole I did this and in the 
practice round it rolled out to this, and now you're expecting that to happen, and if it 
rained the night before, it's not going to do that.   
 
So I feel like if I prepare for Arkansas a certain way, I'm going to do the same thing for a 
U.S. Open, for KPMG for ANA.  I feel like why would I change because it's a major.  
 
Q.  And you mentioned Portland being dramatically different than San Jose.  
Would this golf course be good preparation for a major championship?   
 
GERINA PILLER:  I would say so.  You have to hit good iron shots.  I think it's definitely 
a second-shot golf course.  You have some undulation.  You've got to control your 
wedges, control the spin.  Some tee shots you've got to work the ball, so I think it's 
definitely good preparation.   
 
Another thing is I don't like to play more than three in a row, so I played last week, this 
week, and then next week would be my three in a row.  So I think it kind of depends, I 
don't have like a -- I would be really bad at superstitions is what I'm trying to say.  I don't 
have a belief that if it's not the same thing every time that I'm not going to play well or 
vice versa.  I take it --  
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Q.  Take it as it comes?   
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, simplify it, I think, is the best way to put it.  And at the end of 
the day your golf ball doesn't know if you're playing a practice round, a major, the 
Solheim Cup or anything, and if you can have that mentality, I feel like you're going to 
do pretty well.   
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