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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     GABY LOPEZ 
June 22, 2017 
 

 

THE MODERATOR:  Well, good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  Welcome back to the 
media center.  I'm glad to be joined here by Gaby Lopez, the top-ranked player in the 
world for Mexico, at World 102.  Most importantly, proud Arkansas graduate, a degree 
in sports management I believe, the 2015 NCAA Runner-up and a two-time, First-Team 
All-American for the Razorbacks.  Your first time here at Pinnacle, made the cut three 
times.  Welcome back.  I've heard you say this area feels like a second home to you.  
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Thank you everyone for joining us.  Yes, this is my second home, you 
know?  Mexico and Arkansas are in a very special place in my heart.  I'm telling you that 
just being able to represent Mexico and the University of Arkansas all over the place on 
Tour is such a blessing.  I couldn't be more proud to wear these colors, red, white, 
green.  For me it's such an honor to be here and to be next to the people I love, all the 
community that has supported me for the past five years.   
 
Q.  So your first three times here playing as an amateur, your second year here as 
a pro.  What do you take away as an amateur to start building your career for here 
and just the LPGA Tour in general?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  First of all, I cannot reinforce how much I love the sport, how much I 
love competing.  I love to compete.  I love to feel the pressure, the nerves.  That's how I 
fell in love with professional golf, basically, as an amateur.   
 
Secondly, it was playing as an amateur gave me the opportunity to be world ranked in 
the world rankings to play Rio.  So in 2015 when I played, and I got, I think, tied for 29th, 
I got enough ranking points to be able to represent my country at 2016 Olympics.  Just 
because of that opportunity and maybe playing the U.S. Open as an amateur gave me 
the chance to dream about being an Olympian.   
 
I'm just really, really thankful for that opportunity, because it wouldn't be for that, I 
wouldn't have played the Olympics last year.  I can tell you that was probably the best 
experience of my life, and hopefully we can build up some new experiences, but, you 
know, this country, this place, I owe them too much, too many experiences, too many 
feelings and I'm just really, really proud to be here and to represent the rest of Mexico.   
 
Q.  Gaby you're playing with familiar faces this week, Emily, Regina, Stacy, 
everyone in the field.  What's it like to be able to play with those girls?  How much 
have you been a mentor for them as they try to step into your shoes?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  I just love, love to share this scenario with the Razorbacks.  You know, 
we grew up playing together amateur golf.  I learned so many -- lots of things from 
Emily, Regina, and I have shared the stage lots of times in Mexico and all around the 
place.  With Stacy it's just really, really cool to have them all here together and Alana is 
playing again.  It's just really, really nice to have all of us together in one place, because 
we all dream of, you know, competing in the LPGA and now that we have the 
opportunity in our hometown it's even more special.   
 
And being able to call the Hogs No. 17, being able to -- for me and Regina to represent 
Mexico and University of Arkansas at the same time and in the same place is amazing, I 
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think.   
 
I tried to mentor them as much as possible.  Mostly trying to make them feel that I'm still 
the same person.  Mostly telling them that it is nothing way different than they think.  
Don't make this a huge deal, just make it another tournament.   
 
Just because now I play in the LPGA doesn't mean that I'm a different person.  I am the 
same girl growing up at the U of A and now here.  That's one of the things we have to 
consider now that we are role models for everyone.   
 
Q.  Gaby, your routine, is it different when you are playing at home like this as 
opposed to other tournaments?  Do you feel more pressure just because you're 
home to play better?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Well, I don't try to feel more pressure, I just feel that I'm actually even 
more comfortable.  I know this place pretty good.  I feel comfortable with the crowd just 
because I know playing good or bad they're going to support me the whole way, so I 
don't feel any pressure as in being in a different country or not knowing the people or 
not knowing the place.   
 
Just trying to feel as I'm in my hometown.  Of course it's just a little more media, a little 
bit more people around, but it's just going to be like that the rest of my life.  The rest of 
my life on Tour.  I've got to be comfortable with that.  I've got to be comfortable with 
feeling the pressure, feeling the crowds and it's part of the game.  Just smiling and 
enjoying the presence.   
 
Q.  We have some players here from the local First Tee program.  If you have any 
advice for them, what would you tell them to take out of this week?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  First of all, I'm happy you are here.  It's an honor to have you here.  It's 
a huge opportunity for you to learn from us and from us to learn from you, because I 
was once a girl like you, and I loved professional golf when I was a little kid.  I loved 
watching and running all around the golf course to watch Annika, Lorena, to watch Juli 
Inkster, so many players.  I was just very, very inspired.  Now you inspire me.   
 
I love, you know, giving you a signed ball, I love looking at your faces, like I was once 
like that little girl.  I just feel even more blessed to be where I am today, and I feel you 
can be now one of us in the future.  If you really love what you do and you really have 
the passion, and for me I'm an open book.  If you have any questions, anything you 
want to reach out to me, don't be afraid, don't hesitate.  I will be here forever.   
 
Q.  Has there been tough times?  If so, how did you get through it?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Sure.  It's been a bump.  There are bumps all over the place.  Ups and 
downs all the time.  The way how you pick up yourself, first of all, everything in life is 
temporary.  Nothing lasts forever.  Good times are going to go through and bad times 
are going to go through.   
 
So whenever you feel there is a storm in the middle of the way, we've got to learn how 
to be calm in the middle of the storm.  It's really easy to be calm when everything goes 
right, when everything is pink, when everything is happy!  But whenever we are going 
through tough times, we have to feel cooler and feel this calm that it is going to go 
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through and it's not going to last forever.   
 
Q.  What's your favorite thing about golf?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  My favorite thing about golf.  Competing.  I love to compete.  I was 
growing up with twin brothers, and they're younger than me so they always were two 
against one.  I was not letting myself down.  I love the sense of competing, the sense of 
pressure.  And now that I'm a professional, one of the things I love most is to share my 
passion with people in Mexico or people here, girls like you.  This is one of the things I 
really love.   
 
That's one of the things I loved when I was growing up watching golf.  Now that I have 
the power and the little power that I have to try to do that, just sharing it for me, it's very, 
very special.   
 
Q.  So you say that many people inspire you but what are some that inspire you 
on the road when you are not with your friends or family?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  People that inspire me.  My parents.  My parents have told me, you 
know, you're a student-athlete.  You're a student first and you are an athlete second.  
You are not an athlete first.  So they always taught me that education was first, how 
grades are is as important as turning professional golf.  That's why I graduated from 
University of Arkansas last year.  Golf, you never know what's going to happen.  If you 
get injured, if something happens on the road, if a bump comes up, I feel that education 
is a piece of paper that no one can ever take away from you.   
 
I think that just education and going to college is going to make you more mature, more 
independent, and you're going to grow up in so many ways, like, if you wouldn't go to 
college.   
 
Q.  Who was your biggest role model growing up that inspired you to be a 
professional golfer?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  So many girls.  Firstly, I can tell you that I always -- I have a priority list.  
My priority number one is God.  I have lots of faith.  That's one of the people that have 
inspired me the most.  God is for me, my priority.   
 
Secondly, my parents.  Like I said, my parents have taught me how to be -- grow up in 
differences, and professionally I would say Lorena Ochoa.  Lorena, for me, is a true 
model.  People here respect her, they miss her, they really like her, because first of all it 
was how to be No. 1 on and off the golf course.  When she was No. 1, she would have 
breakfast or lunch with the workers at the golf course.   
 
Those true values tell you how humble she was.  Everyone loved her because of her 
personality, and she had her feet on the ground all the time, and she played the best 
golf in her life becoming No. 1.  So I think it's a true model of how to be No. 1 in both 
ways.    
 
Q.  Gaby, how much contact do you have with Shauna and the program 
throughout the year?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Lots.  I keep in touch with them.  I feel that, you know, they become a 
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big part of my success right now.  I really feel that you become -- you go to the top and 
you become No. 1 not by yourself.  With a group of people, with a team.  Now that I 
have a team with me, especially my sponsors, you know, Procter & Gamble is a huge 
sponsor for me and has been a special part of my team and my coaches.   
 
Shauna and Mike have been very, very attentive and always with me all the time, so I 
try to keep as much touch with them and thank them for the opportunity to be here.   
 
Q.  I know this week is big, a lot going on, but when it comes down to it, you're 
competing.  Your expectations as you head into the weekend and share ultimate 
goals?   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Try not to expect anything from any week.  I try to do my best every 
time I tee up.  I think it's -- I love for sure to have a very, very special week and probably 
have a great result, you know, but I think I'm focusing more on enjoying it, enjoying the 
process and enjoying the golf course, coming to every single shot and talking every 
single shot with my caddie, you know, having fun.  It's too much pressure around it if 
you think about media, or fans, but I have no control over them.  I have no control over 
media or other players but I have control of my preparation, of what I do every day and, 
that's what I'm going to stick with it, and at the end I'm going to accept the result.   
 
THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, Gaby.  Enjoy your week at home.  You have four new 
big fans right over here, and good luck the rest of the week.   
 
GABY LOPEZ:  Thank you so much.  Appreciate it.   
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