
1 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
June 21, 2017 
 
Jim Buchheim 
Jay Monahan 
Steve Stricker 
 

 

JIM BUCHHEIM:  Thanks to everyone for joining us this afternoon for a special news 

conference with tournament host Steve Stricker and PGA Tour Commissioner Jay Monahan.   

 

Just a little bit about Jay, he became commissioner on January 1st, taking over for Tim 

Finchem, who retired at the end of 2016.  Jay joined the PGA Tour in 2008.  He was named 

deputy commissioner in 2014.  In his role, he oversees six tours and more than 130 

tournaments that are held around the world.   

 

But before we kick this off, we want to run a video that features Steve Stricker and all that 

he's done in his career and all that he's meant to the state of Wisconsin and the game of 

golf. 

 

(Video played.)  

 

JIM BUCHHEIM:  Well, we're very excited for the second annual American Family 

Insurance Championship.  We had a wonderful first year on the PGA TOUR Champions golf 

in Madison and we're looking forward to building on that opportunity here in 2017 as we 

strive to make this the premier event on the PGA TOUR Champions schedule.   

 

I have an opening question for Steve and one for Jay, and then we'll open it up to the media 

for your questions.   

 

Steve, turned 50, last year you were host, this year you're playing host.  What's it like 

preparing for this week and the last few weeks leading up to this event here?  

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Well, it's a much more -- not that I wasn't excited last year, but 

definitely I am more excited this year, I guess, because I get the opportunity to play.  Last 

year was a different excitement, I think, just because we got the tournament going.  We 

weren't really sure about what to expect, but after it was all done and what we saw from the 

community, how they supported this event, our excitement was over the top.  It blew us 

away with the amount of support that we got.   

 

Leading up to this year, Nate and his team have done a tremendous job again in selling this 

event, and the community again has stepped up big time to support us in our dreams of 

giving back.   

 

So it's a different level of excitement because of what we saw last year, and on top of it I get 
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to play this year.  We've got a great field this year.  Jerry Kelly's going to play.  We have Nick 

Faldo, who's going to play, and Freddie Couples.  We've got a great field this year.  So it's a 

different level of excitement, but very much looking forward to Friday to get this ball rolling 

and starting to play.  We had a good time here today with Jerry.  Appreciate you coming with 

us and we're excited.  We're excited about where this is headed and what we're doing for 

the area and the community, so a lot of positive things about this event.  

 

JIM BUCHHEIM:  Terrific.  Jay, this is your first trip to University Ridge and the American 

Family Insurance Championship.  What are your impressions of the tournament so far?  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Well, I would say that I've been blown away.  While it's my first physical 

visit, I felt like I was here in spirit last year as we launched the inaugural event and the 

results really were staggering.  To raise over a million dollars for charity, to have a three-mile 

backup in the opening round in the first year of the tournament, just remarkable.  It says so 

much about this community, its passion for sport, its passion for doing right and doing well 

by its community.   

 

And to have a sponsor in American Family Insurance with Steve Stricker in this town, it's 

really the blueprint.  It's the perfect recipe.  So to be able to experience it early in the week 

and to see the enthusiasm and momentum as it's starting to build towards Friday is really 

special.   

 

We don't ever take a moment like this for granted.  We're so fortunate to be in this great 

town and again to be supported like we are.  We hope to see so many people out here this 

week and that incredible number of a million dollars-plus last year to grow even more in 

2017.  So it's great to be here.  

 

JIM BUCHHEIM:  It's great to have you here.  Open it up now to the media for your 

questions. 

 

Q.  Jay, how happy are you to have Steve Stricker as a host of an event on the PGA 

TOUR Champions?  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I don't know how many grades of happy there are, but it would be high up 

there on the happy scale.  I think I mentioned blueprint.  To have a hometown hero 

championing a new event, again with a great title sponsor, is a perfect recipe.   

 

You look back on the PGA Tour to Byron Nelson, to Arnold, to Jack.  You look at the 

sustainability of those events and the success they've had.  This really is an incredible 

opportunity for PGA TOUR Champions to have Steve as a host.  To think about what he 

brings into and brings home to his hometown, you know, having been a Comeback Player of 

the Year, having won the Payne Stewart Award, having won 12 times on the PGA Tour, 

having been universally respected for a long period of time, he really is the essence of all 

that is good and great on the PGA Tour and PGA TOUR Champions.  So we're very proud 

of him and very proud of the role he's playing this week.  
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Q.  Jay, you mentioned the new approach for this tournament with the sponsor and 

Steve being involved.  Was there anything this tournament did that you were able to 

take to some of the other PGA TOUR Champions events to help grow those 

tournaments, or is this so unique to this market, what they were able to do last year?  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I think that there's a lot that we will continue to use to educate all of our 

tournaments, PGA TOUR Champions and on the PGA Tour.  I think you look at the way the 

sponsor uses this event to build their business and to build their profile and to engage in the 

community and tell that story, that's a best practice.  Steve's involvement and some of the 

things he and the players are doing here this week to support the community are best 

practices.   

 

You can go down the line, but I think ultimately we measure our success based on the 

response and the engagement in the community and in the output, the return for charity.  

This tournament will consistently perform at the highest level, I think, in the years to come.  

So it will be one that all the other tournaments are constantly looking towards.  

 

Q.  You guys both mention the output and what you're giving back to charity.  If 

memory serves correct, last year they tried to table the expectations right around half 

a million going into it.  You guys obviously more than doubled that.  Do you have any 

specific goals in mind going in this year for the Madison community to raise for 

charities?  

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I don't know if there's a specific number that I can give you, but 

the amount should be and we're expecting it to be a little bit more than we did last year.  

From what I understand, the sales are a little bit further along, so the support is still there.  

We added this concert with Darius Rucker on Friday night and again with the celebrity group 

coming in on Saturday, it should bring a lot of attention and draw a lot of people here.  So 

we're hoping that the numbers should increase this year. 

 

Q.  Steve, wondering how you're feeling, are you ready for 54 more holes, and is Nicki 

ready to carry your bag for 54 more holes? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, the second question is probably a better question.  I'll be ready 

and I know she will be, too.  Yeah, it's been a whirlwind of 10 days.  It's been a lot, even 

more than that.  You know, I put a lot of effort and energy into trying to qualify for the U.S. 

Open, and then once I finally did and then all of a sudden that became another, not a 

problem but another issue that I had to deal with.  I've got to get ready and play in the U.S. 

Open.  So I spent time leading up to it trying to get ready.   

 

Then coming down off of, you know, the play last week, I felt a little tired the last few days.  

I've rested, I haven't done much.  I just played today, I haven't practiced a lot.  I'll get back 

into it a little bit tomorrow and practice a little bit harder tomorrow and focus more on the 

start on Friday.   
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But I'll be fine.  I'm excited about playing again and excited about the opportunity to play 

here in front of family and friends and the town of Madison.  So I'll be fine, I'll be ready. 

 

Q.  Jay, with regard to the success of this tour predicated on the guys when they turn 

50, the stars going from the regular tour to the senior tour, is there any concern about 

the trends we're seeing in health on the regular tour?  Obviously Tiger with his 

issues, it seemed like a lot of the guys that people looked to last week at Erin Hills 

were battling nagging things like Jason Day and Rory and even Dustin.   

 

Has the tour addressed maybe the fitness of these guys and their ability to get to this 

point, and is there any concern that over the course of time we may not see some of 

those guys come out on this tour? 

 

JAY MONAHAN:  No, I think as it relates to -- I'll break your question into two parts.  First, 

the physical health of our players.  Steve can speak to this far more than I can, but these 

guys work so hard to prepare and the talent level has never been higher, and the 

expectation that comes with an extremely high talent level causes players to work extremely 

hard to prepare all facets of their game and prepare themselves physically, prepare 

themselves mentally.  When you do that and you put yourself to something, you're bound 

along the way to have injuries pop up.  Part of what you need to do is to prepare for that and 

to be able to overcome those situations when they occur. 

 

But as you look forward, I think you have to look at the current product and look at the guys 

that have come out this year as you progress forward and see Retief and Angel and some of 

the other players that will be coming out here.  This is world-class golf.  Steve is just coming 

off a 15th place in the U.S. Open and he knows he's got his hands full this week.  This is a 

great competitive tour and it's going to continue to be that, we think, for a long time to come. 

 

But do you stay up at night hoping that everybody's going to come out here and play?  

Absolutely.  We're always trying to do everything we can to make this as attractive, as 

competitive and as fruitful a tour as it can possibly be. 

 

Q.  Two questions here.  Steve, last week for the U.S. Open you added the Stelle 

Audio to your shirt.  You obviously have American Family.  What does it mean to you 

to be able to represent Wisconsin companies or companies with Wisconsin ties on a 

national stage last weekend, this coming week?  

 

And then for both of you, who's your pick in the celebrity foursome? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, it means a lot.  I mean, I'm fortunate enough to represent these 

companies.  American Family Insurance is a staple here in Madison and around the country.  

More specifically, they give back.  Yeah, I'm very lucky to be associated with them.  We 

started this foundation together, something that I probably wouldn't be able to do on my own, 

and what we've done together has been great so far and we look to do more.  So I'm very 
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blessed to be able to be with both of these companies. 

 

Stelle Audio we've been a part of them longer than the shirt deal, but it's a great company, a 

great product.  It's a husband and wife team, so it's a lot like what Nicki and I do.  It's all for 

good reasons.  It's all good people and good companies and giving back to the community 

like AmFam does, so I'm lucky to be a part of both of them.  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I would just add that we consider it to be a tremendous honor to be 

associated with American Family Insurance.  I mentioned this earlier, but they are a 

company with great soul and great purpose and a long history of doing the right thing in this 

community and the communities where they operate.  That's one of the reasons we're so 

excited about the future of this event. 

 

Q.  Steve, a question about the U.S. Open.  There were questions about the fescue 

and what was challenging about the course.  What's challenging about this course?  

Do you get a chance to really look at what year two has in store at University Ridge?  

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, this is a great course and it's in great shape, too.  They give you 

plenty of room to hit it off the tees for the most part, but on the back nine some of those 

holes are played out of the woods and you have to control your ball here very much like you 

do at Erin Hills. 

 

It's much tighter here than Erin Hills.  The fairways are half the size as Erin Hills, so you 

have to drive the ball well here.  And the rough is just long enough here where you're going 

to get flyers and jumpers coming out of there, so that will be hard to control.   

 

But the course is in great shape.  The staff and everybody here has done a tremendous job 

in getting it ready again and it's in better shape than last year, so that's a testament to what 

they've done.  I'm looking forward to playing.  It should be fun.  We've had a great spring 

leading up to it, a lot of rain to keep things green and it looks beautiful on top of it, so all is 

good on that front.  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  Who's your pick for Saturday, by the way?  We didn't answer.  

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Oh, yeah.  You know, Andy North does a lot of chirping, so he'll always 

be tough.  But Jeter, the guy is an athlete and I guess he's really gotten into the game of 

golf.  I haven't seen him swing yet or anything, but I imagine he's going to be pretty good.  

But it should be fun.  I wish I could watch that as well, but hopefully I'll be right ahead of 

them.  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  I'm going Andy North, by the way. 

 

Q.  Steve, I managed to talk to Nicki a little bit before this and just about your 

familiarity with this course, but apparently Bobbi is kind of the inside source that you 

have.  What has she told you and how is she helping you with this week? 
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STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, she wanted to caddie this week because she's like, "Dad, I've 

played the course way more than mom and you combined, so I should be on the bag this 

week," and Nicki wouldn't let that happen.  So yeah, she's been giving me little pointers here 

and there, but I don't hit it in the same spots she's hitting it, thank God.  I'm just kidding.  But 

she's good.  She's been helping and telling me certain holes to watch out for and she's been 

cute about it, so it's all good. 

 

Q.  The Wisconsin group of Jerry Kelly and Jim Schuman and Skip Kendall are 

playing in front of you.  Speaking of chirping, is there any smack talking about this 

week as far as Wisconsin ties and maybe who's going to come out on top on Sunday? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  No, no, not yet.  Nothing yet, but it's cool how they did some of the 

pairings.  I haven't seen them all, but I heard about some of them.  We have a European 

contingent, I guess, and Wisconsin.  I know there was some other ones, too, that fit together 

pretty cool.  And they're all together, so it gives the fans an opportunity to kind of hunker 

down and watch a few groups come through, which is going to be really neat. 

 

Q.  Steve, another person I got to talk to was Bo Ryan.  He's out here today and he 

told me about your interesting relationship with you always sitting in the same seat 

for games.  Talk about your relationship with him and the fact that he's out here 

playing again.  

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, I got to see him today and I hadn't seen him for a while.  Had 

dinner with him maybe a year and a half or so ago right when he retired out in Palm Springs 

where he lives.  He's a friend and somebody that over the winter times that I've gotten to 

know a little bit.  I've been in a couple of his practices.   

 

The funny part with Bo, though, during the games I'm right down there on the floor and he 

would be yelling and chirping at the refs.  He said, "Even Stricker could make that call," and 

then I'd be just down over there putting my head down and the refs would get a giggle out of 

it.  But yeah, he would bring me up right during game time and yell at the refs and say that I 

could make a better call than they could.   

 

But he's a good guy and it's good that he's here.  He loves the game.  He plays, I think, quite 

frequently and so it's good to have him out here and playing.   

 

Do you know him at all?  

 

JAY MONAHAN:  No.  I know of him certainly. 

 

Q.  Steve, with all the things you've had going on in your life and the Presidents Cup 

coming up, how important is it for you to get a PGA TOUR Champions win as part of 

your resume, too? 
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STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, very much so.  I'm working hard to try to make that happen.  I 

don't know how many events I'm going to play the rest of the year out here just because of 

the Presidents Cup and what that entails and how I want to be out on the regular tour with 

those kids and being around them a little bit more.   

 

But yeah, it's definitely a driving goal of mine to try to win out here.  And it's tough.  Like Jay 

was saying, it's very competitive.  They're not just going to roll over and hand you a trophy 

just for showing up and being 50 years old and you've played some decent tour events.  

They come out firing and they're great players and they're out here for a reason.   

 

So yeah, it's definitely a goal.  I want to get back to Hawaii.  I want to play Hualalai, I hear 

that's an unbelievable spot and that's kind of reserved for winners only and some major 

winners, so I would love to open up the year over there in Hawaii. 

 

Q.  Steve, when do you really start to focus on the Presidents Cup and do you have to 

get through that John Deere, Open Championship stretch before it really becomes 

kind of an obsession making sure that you have a good handle on who's definitely in, 

who's on the bubble, who's under consideration for picks? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, and I have been.  I've been talking with some of the guys when 

I've been out at Colonial, Memorial, again last week at The Open.  We're setting some things 

up and getting things in motion to maybe have a dinner together at some event down the 

road.  Potential practice round out at Liberty National towards the end of the year.   

 

So guys are fired up.  They're hanging around, they're asking questions as we're getting 

closer.  Yeah, I'm looking at it every week.  I get an updated list of points and who did what 

every week from Jay's staff, so I'm looking and I'm shooting texts out to all the guys that are 

playing well to make sure that they understand that I'm watching and any questions, 

anything like that.  So yeah, I'm trying to be as involved as I can. 

 

Q.  I guess when we talked to you on Sunday Koepka hadn't quite sealed the deal, but 

now that he's got that victory on his resume, what does that do to kind of even more 

solidify your team?  It seems like you're getting guys like that every major that are 

able to make a name for themselves? 

 

STEVE STRICKER:  Yeah, and that probably got him in on points alone, I would imagine.  

He moved up to like fourth or fifth, I think.   

 

Another guy we were talking about is Brian Harman, another gritty competitor, he's had a 

great year.  I've got a lot of those guys so far right in the mix.  Daniel Berger, Kevin 

Chappell, these are all gritty competitors.  They're really tough guys.  Kevin Kisner, another 

one, he just poured in that five-footer at Colonial like it was nothing.  So the team is shaping 

up to be looking really good.   

 

A lot of Americans dominated that leaderboard last week, so that's great to see.  The cream 
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rises to the top it seems like.  As these teams get closer and as the year goes on, it seems 

like these guys find a way to play and make that team, and we're starting to see that again 

with like Brooks Koepka doing what he do.  He had a great Ryder Cup.  I think he was 3-1 at 

the Ryder Cup last year, a guy that I watched and was around quite a bit at the Ryder Cup.  

Just a guy that looks like he wants to punch you in the mouth kind of guy before doing 

anything, you know?  He looks tough and he is tough.  He doesn't back down.   

 

So we've got a lot of those guys, which is really cool to see.  And it's a new wave for us, I 

think, in American golf, which is cool.  It's younger, they're feisty, they're very competitive, 

and they're not afraid. 

 

JIM BUCHHEIM:  Any final questions for Jay or Steve?  If not, thank you all for being here, 

especially thanks to Jay and Steve for being here as well.  Let's have a great tournament. 
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