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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     LYDIA KO  
June 21, 2017 
 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  Good morning.  My name's Christina Lance, I'm with the LPGA.  I'm 

happy to welcome you to the media center at the Walmart Northwest Arkansas 

Championship and we're very happy to have with us our defending champion, Lydia Ko, 

currently ranked No. 2 in the world.   

 

As I mentioned, she won here last year with a tournament record 17-under 196 for a 

three-stroke win over Candie Kung and Morgan Pressel.   

 

I'll start out by saying, is it hot enough out there for you yet, Lydia?    

 

LYDIA KO:  It is warm out there, but I think I've been here where it's been warmer, so I'll 

take this.  I'm trying to stay cool, drinking lots of water and having a cool towel around me. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  You're coming in now, last week you were back at the Meijer LPGA 

Classic after a three-week break, took some time off, tied for 10th last week.  How do you 

feel rolling into Arkansas this week?  

 

LYDIA KO:  Yeah, it's definitely nice to have a few weeks off.  It goes by really fast.  You 

think three weeks and it seems like a long time, but the day before I needed to leave, I said, 

I'm leaving tomorrow?  But time just goes by.   

 

It was definitely nice to come back and play last week and have a pretty solid finish, so I 

think I'm coming in with some sort of good momentum.  I know there's things for me to work 

on and get better at, but there's a lot of positives.  I'm trying to stay in that positive mindset. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  Looking back to last year, I'm sure you can take a lot of positives out 

of your week here at Arkansas outside, of course, the win.  What stands out most in your 

memory when you think back to last year?  

 

LYDIA KO:  You know, I think there were signs with like my head in it and people holding it.  

I wore the hog hat going down 17.  It was actually Lisa's idea and obviously with her 

background, you know, with college from here.   

 

But no, it was really cool.  The fans have always been great.  I normally play with the same 

pro-am group for the last two years and I think I'm playing with them again this year.  I just 

feel like this is always a place that has welcomed me no matter how well I play or not.  

Outside of the golf course, the tournament being so supportive, I just love coming back here. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  You talk about the support and everything, and a word we hear a lot 

about the LPGA is "family."  What is it like to come to places like this, places you come back 

to every year and see the same faces?  I would imagine it's got to help with all the travel. 
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LYDIA KO:  I think there's just a great community.  Even going to the pro-am party last 

night, you see a lot of members, the people that work with Walmart and the people from 

Walmart.  I think it just feels that you see familiar faces and host families of players.  When 

you see these kind of familiar faces, those are some of the reasons why players keep 

coming back.  They just seem like they love seeing us back here and that's why we love 

coming back.  I think it's just a great week for all of us here. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  We'll open the floor for any questions.   

 

I was looking back through some records.  You've never finished worse than tied for sixth 

here in your time here.  What about Pinnacle seems to really suit your eye or play well to 

your game?  

 

LYDIA KO:  This is a great golf course.  I think this course, you're not hitting drives off every 

tee and that's why sometimes you can be a bit more aggressive hitting as far as you can and 

giving yourself a shorter shot, or laying back and playing more in the smart, conservative 

way.  It just depends on what type of a player you are and I think that's why of fits to 

everyone.  The longer hitters might be able to reach the par 5 in two, but you need to hit a 

few really good shots to give yourself those opportunities.  Even if you're not so long off the 

tee, you can still create these opportunities by putting it in the right places.  I think that's why 

you can see in the past it's not really suited for one type of player and I think that's great.  It 

makes it exciting for the crowds that come out and watch, too. 

 

Q.  I'm just curious, with Ai Miyazato's decision to retire at the end of the year, how 

well do you know her and what do you think, what do you think of her decision? 

 

LYDIA KO:  I mean, this is only my fourth year on tour and that's obviously the kind of 

period and the year or two before where I was an amateur and played some LPGA events 

where I've gotten to know her a little bit.   

 

But I think all of the players would agree that she is definitely one of the sweetest, most 

nicest players on tour.  Obviously she has an incredible amount of talent and she was the 

first I think No. 1 ranked player from Japan, too.  So she's just so sweet.  Whenever you're 

around her, I think you automatically have a smile on your face just from her, you know, 

smile virus.   

 

In some ways it was a little bit sad to hear that she was going to retire, but you're also very 

happy for her.  And what she's done for the women's game not only in Japan but worldwide, 

I think she has made a huge impact.  So we have got a lot to thank her for.  All of us are just 

wishing her all the best after she retires.  But we've still, fortunate for us, we are still around 

her for the next few months.  I think we're all going to enjoy it.  She's definitely the nicest 

person ever. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  You mentioned Ai and her time at No. 1.  You yourself just had a long 
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stretch at No. 1, sitting at No. 2 right now.  When you were at No. 1, did you feel any 

pressure coming into the week to maintain that?  

 

LYDIA KO:  I think there was more pressure at the start when I was first No. 1.  It was 

actually a little bit easier in the second stretch because now I was No. 1, and then Inbee 

became No. 1, and then I became No. 1 again.   

 

But the first time I think I didn't know what to do.  It was like a dream-come-true moment.  

But it's really hard to just embrace what's going on because it's just there's so much going 

on outside of just you being the No. 1 ranked player.  I think there was a bit more pressure 

then, but you start to not think about the ranking as much.  When we're out there playing, 

we're all golfers.  We're all trying to make as many birdies as we can.  The rankings, the 

awards, everything, those kind of come after the tournaments.  So I started to not really think 

about it, but obviously I was proud to be in that position.   

 

Now I'm going to work hard to try and put myself in contention and try and be a bit more 

consistent.  Even though I'm No. 2 right now, I don't feel disappointed because I know how 

amazing Ariya has played and that's why I think it just motivates me to work harder and 

hopefully play a bit more consistently and put my positions towards the top of the 

leaderboard. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  You handled your time at World No. 1 so well, and you just talked 

about it a little bit, not thinking about it.  How did you manage that?  Was that was that a plan 

for you, because we've seen players get to No. 1 and perhaps struggle with it a bit. 

 

LYDIA KO:  I think because we have so many great tournaments, and with golf, unlike some 

other sports, we always have another great tournament to look forward to the week after.  I 

think that's the great thing about it is that you start focusing on that tournament ahead of you 

or that round ahead of you rather than thinking about, hey, am I going to keep the ranking 

until tomorrow or next week.  I think that way it just kind of motivates you and gets you more 

focused on the present and what's happening right at that moment and not think about 

what's happened or what's going to happen. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  We have 15 events so far this year, 15 different winners.  The parity 

on the tour is amazing right now.  What do you think that says about the players and the 

strength out here on the LPGA Tour?   

 

LYDIA KO:  I think it's pretty amazing.  I don't know if it's ever happened before.  It's 

incredible, it just shows the amount of talent on the LPGA.  It's not just the, hey, it's the top 

three players who are going to win out of those three.  Week in, week out, you just don't 

know who's going to win.  That's the great thing about golf.  We have three rounds like this 

tournament or four rounds in some cases where you have all those 72 holes or 54 holes 

where the winner is chosen then.  And there might be playoffs, too.   

 

So I think it just shows the amount of talent on the LPGA and I think this is an amazing time 
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for the tour.  I think by this more people around the world are going to get more interested in 

golf and juniors are going to take up the game and say, hey, in the future I want to be the 

future Brooke Henderson or Ariya Jutanugarn or all the winners.  I think this is exciting and 

this is a step forward to growing the game.  I think we're going in the right direction for that. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  You could definitely throw the next Lydia Ko in there, too, that's okay.  

With that, we'll wrap things up.  Have a great week, Lydia.  Hope you have a great week 

defending your title and we'll see you out there on the golf course. 

 

LYDIA KO:  Thank you. 
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