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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:     BROOKE HENDERSON 
June 18, 2017 
 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  We welcome into the media center Brooke Henderson, 2017 Meijer LPGA 

Classic champion.  Brooke -- 

 

(Applause.)  

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Your dad's leading the applause back there.  Just how do you feel, your 

fourth career victory?  

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, it's amazing.  It was around this time last year that I won 

my first major and seeing I was kind of looking to win something this year that kind of meant 

so much.  It's kind of been a little bit tougher season for me, I haven't got the results that I've 

been really looking for.  But this week I played really well and things kind of started to turn 

around for me.  So to get my fourth win is super exciting and I'm just excited for the rest of 

the summer now.  

 

Q.  What's a win like this do to propel the rest of your season, kind of get you in that 

mode? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, you know, I'm taking next week off, which will be really 

nice.  Kind of do some sponsor days.  And playing in the CVS charity event tomorrow in 

Rhode Island.  Then my next LPGA Tour event is the major that I won last year, the KPMG 

PGA Championship.  So it's really exciting and it gives me a lot of confidence going into that 

tournament knowing that I'm coming off a win, and hopefully I can go there to Olympia Fields 

and defend the championship that really defined my career last year. 

 

Q.  This course took over five inches of water the last -- back here, Brooke.  The 

course took over five inches of water the last couple of days.  How did it hold up, and 

did it make it easier for the ladies to score? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  The course superintendent really did an outstanding job with the 

course.  Other than a couple holes, you would never know it was that much rain.  But you 

definitely -- the course was playing really firm and fast the first two days, and then the last 

two a lot softer.  You could attack more pins, the greens were just naturally a little bit slower.  

So I think the game really changed and I'm -- it gives me confidence and I'm really happy 

that I was able to adjust with the conditions and kind of win different ways.  Like I scored 

really well the first two days when it was really firm and fast, and I didn't score quite as well 

but I played extremely well in really windy conditions today, so I kind of adjusted really well.  

And I think Brit, my caddie, did an outstanding job as well with giving me good numbers and 

kind of giving me "this one's going to hold", this one's going to release," it really helped me 

out. 
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Q.  Brooke, talk about some shots you had that you felt were some really key shots 

today, some of your best shots of the round that helped you get this score? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Birdies on 7 and 8 today were really huge.  I wasn't really doing 

anything, I was just kind of hanging around at even par.  So to get those two to drop was 

really exciting and gave me some good momentum.   

 

And then I missed a short one on 10, which I would have liked to have, but then I made a 

great birdie on No. 11.  Zero bogeys on a day like today where it was super windy.  And any 

day on Sunday, there's that little bit of extra pressure and you're in contention so you want to 

play really well so you might push a few more shots than you would like.  So I'm really happy 

and I feel like it was a great round, especially with the conditions out there today. 

 

Q.  Brooke, how special is it to be surrounded by family and to win on Father's Day 

with your dad there? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, you know, it is incredible.  It was just like the perfect day.  

As I said, I mentioned before, dad is my coach, he's a great father to both my sister and I, 

and he's one of our best friends.  He's with us all the time, and he gave me a lot of lines 

early in the week that I didn't know, that I wouldn't normally take without him there.  But he 

said, "If you want to win and you want to contend, you need to take these lines off the tee."  I 

did that and I had an advantage over the rest of the field all four days.  So this win, I say it's 

for him but it really is for him because I probably wouldn't have done it without him. 

 

Q.  You got off to a great start here last year, what changed over the past year that 

helped you bring it home and finish it this year?  

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, last year I was coming off quite a high playing in the major 

the week before and winning.  So the first two days I think I was really running on 

adrenaline.  Then I kind of let it slip on the weekend, but that is something that I definitely 

learned about.  And so when I started out the week really well the first two rounds, I didn't 

want to give it away, I didn't want to let it slide.  I just kind of beared down a little bit and I 

was able to pull off this victory, which is incredible, and play really well on the weekend. 

 

Q.  And now you probably weren't watching the leaderboard, but us that were catch 

the players pop up and drop off.  You stayed steady right there.  Do you like that kind 

of round and that kind of tournament where you can set that pace early on and keep 

with it the whole way? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, it was really exciting.  There was a lot of great names and 

a lot of people that could have won today.  It was just a shot or a couple shots back.  I think 

that makes it really exciting for fans, TV, media and also for us players because you know 

you have to play really consistent and you know you have to make birdies if you want to 

finish on top. 
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Q.  Brooke, there's been some that have been critical of having so much family 

around your golf game.  To see you accomplish this today, I mean, does that just 

further the gumption that you have to keep them close and to show basically the 

world that you've got your rock underneath you and can contend for wins with them 

close to you? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Yeah, absolutely.  I love having them here.  I wouldn't be in this 

position without them.  My mom and dad have sacrificed so much for me to be here and I 

love having them around, not only for their support off the golf course but my dad is my 

coach on the golf course.  So I love to have him there and show me lines and angles and 

help me with my swing if I ever need it.   

 

My sister, she's my caddie.  I don't think I could play as well with somebody else on my bag.  

I trust her, and she trusts my decisions as well and she lets me go when she thinks I'm right, 

which is great.  Yeah, I love having my family here.  This is my first win with them and I'm 

really proud and happy to be able to share it with them. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Brooke, my last one, I saw you hanging out last week with a commercial 

shoot a with a couple other Canada superstar athletes like Andrew Wiggins and Connor 

McDavid.  What was that experience like for you?  Did they give you any words of wisdom or 

anything like that? 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  You know, that commercial was really fun.  It was for BioSteel, 

which is a great sponsor for me, gives me a lot of great support.  To be able to meet those 

athletes and hang out for a day with them was amazing.  They really are superstars, so kind 

of being on that same level is really neat for me. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Congratulations again.  She's got a flight to make, but thank you for taking 

the time.  We really appreciate it. 

 

BROOKE HENDERSON:  Thank you. 
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