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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    ARIYA JUTANUGARN  
June 13, 2017 
 

 

MATT HAAS:  We're happy to the joined in the media center by new Rolex rankings No. 1, 

Ariya Jutanugarn.  Ariya, let's start with that, how's it feel to have taken over the No. 1 spot 

in the rankings?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I didn't feel the takeover from Lydia, you know, and especially right 

now the points still really close.  And like we know she's an amazing player, she can win in 

any tournament.  

 

MATT HAAS:  Did you realize when you made that putt on Sunday that, with the win, you 

were most likely going to be the No. 1 player? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I realize I win the tournament, but I didn't pay attention with the 

ranking.  

 

MATT HAAS:  Does that mean much to you, the No. 1 ranking, or are you just going out 

there trying to keep playing golf?   

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  My plan right now, I just going to go out and keep playing my own 

game.  

 

Q.  Ariya, you say you don't pay attention to the rankings.  Do you ever, though?  

Through the week, do you look at it and see where you're at or whatever?  I would 

think that week to week you're going to so many tournaments, you've got your mind 

on other things as well. 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  To be honest, I think that like maybe a few months ago, but doing 

when I play, I never think about that. 

 

Q.  Is it with the extra media attention and especially with Lydia being such a big 

name and such a great player, does it create more stress or pressure on you during 

the weeks that you play? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Not last week, like not at all. 

 

MATT HAAS:  How big of a deal is this back home for you in Thailand?  I'm sure you heard 

from a lot of people about what it means to have you as No. 1 player. 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I think they really excited about that and I'm really happy to be 

representing Thailand, and I'm very proud of myself that I can make them happy. 

 

Q.  Can you talk a little bit about the progression of your play, how it's improved or 
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things you've been working on over the last couple months? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  In the last couple months, like especially this year, I've been 

working on my short game, like under 100 yards, so I've been working on with that. 

 

MATT HAAS:  What are your thoughts on this course, Blythefield and Grand Rapids?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I played today back nine so the course in great shape and the 

green is pretty hard.  I love this course. 

 

Q.  This course is such an older layout, it was built in 1928, a lot of mature trees and 

things.  If you stay down the fairway, you're safe.  Can you compare your play in the 

rough and how it compares to some of the other challenging courses on the tour?   

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  The rough here is pretty tight, like pretty long, pretty hard.  Every 

course is different setup, and like last week we not going to see the rough this much.  I know 

it's going to be very challenging and pretty hard. 

 

Q.  When you're playing a practice round or practice nine that you played today, do 

you put yourself in situations like that in the rough and things like that? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I did, because I miss my tee shot a lot so I in the rough a lot. 

 

Q.  That was on purpose, though, right? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  No. 

 

MATT HAAS:  Do you have the driver in the bag this week or no?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  No. 

 

MATT HAAS:  So not during tournament play?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Not this week. 

 

MATT HAAS:  May, congratulations again.  Good luck this week. 
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