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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    BRADEN THORNBERRY  
June 11, 2017 
 

 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Overall, the golf course is maybe a little bit tougher but overall 

it's the same type of thing.  I tried to just keep my head straight.  Last week at the National 

Championship, that was a perfect little practice round for this week with the ropes and 

cameras and all that kind of stuff, so I like where I'm at right now. 

 

Q.  You looked very calm, cool and collected out there.  Was it because you're familiar 

with the course and you had a lot of people rooting for you every hole?   

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, I think.  I never really got nervous today.  I was kind of 

surprised actually.  But I think when your putter feels as good as it did today, you're a little 

more freed up tee to green, so I think that helped a lot. 

 

Q.  As you look at the scoreboard, you're right there.  Do you think there's a 

possibility with a few holes to play that you may be in a playoff? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  For sure.  I think there's one guy at 9, last time I saw.  This golf 

course, you've seen some crazy stuff over the years on 17 and 18, stuff like that, so I like 

where I'm at right now. 

 

Q.  Can you describe the week?  Can you put it in perspective because this has been pretty 

special for you.  Even though you accomplished a lot, this has to be right up there, maybe 

the best thing you've ever done? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, coming into the week I knew if I played good golf, I could 

get right in contention, but obviously you never really expect it, you know?  But just kind of 

got the putter hot this week, and when the putter's hot, there's not a lot of limits. 

 

Q.  How many people said Hotty Toddy out there today?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  A good bit, it was pretty awesome.  To have that support almost 

being an hour, hour and a half away, it was cool having their support this week. 

 

Q.  Braden, what a week, what a final round.  How did it all come together for you on 

Sunday? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, it was close all week.  The putter was feeling good.  I 

knew if I can just hit a couple fairways, I was going to have a lot of opportunities.  I kind of 

just took advantage today and it went well. 

 

Q.  For a guy that grew up nearby and playing this course since you were a teenager, what 
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was it like having friends and family on hand as you made that charge? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, having the support from the Rebel Nation and all that kind 

of stuff, and friends and family, and mom's co-workers, stuff like that, it's been really cool.  

They never let me get down.  Like whether I was playing good or bad in a stretch, they 

stayed with me, so that helped me a lot. 

 

Q.  Talk about the NCAAs, you win that, you win the Haskins Award, you make your first 

PGA Tour start.  This is all coming at you kind of fast, or have you been able to enjoy the 

ride? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, playing good golf and everything, it's not too 

overwhelming when you're playing good, but I'm looking forward to the rest of the summer 

and try to just keep this momentum up. 

 

Q.  There hasn't been an AM that finished top-10 in this event since Deane Beman in 1965.  

Does that kind of amaze you, the historical significance that you're going to add your name 

to that list? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, it's going to be pretty cool.  It's a cool week.  Amateur or 

pro, just kind of the ball doesn't know, that was kind of my philosophy coming in, so just play 

as good as I could and see what happens. 

 

Q.  Just about a perfect round for you out there.  Take us through it.  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, I played good, got off to a great start.  Actually, on 1, I hit 

one of the worst shots of the week out of that bunker and had a great up-and-down from 

about 60 yards under a tree, so that kind of jump-started my round a little bit.  And then 

birdied 2, eagled 3, so right there I knew I was kind of in contention if I could have a good 

rest of the day, so kind of went from there. 

 

Q.  When did it hit you that this isn't just me trying to have a strong round, all of a 

sudden I'm on the leaderboard at the top? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, really right then when I was on No. 4 and saw I was only 

three back, the leaders hadn't even teed off, I knew the wind was going to pick up a little bit.  

So really starting right there, I knew if I could stay hot, I was going to be in pretty good 

position. 

 

Q.  So what is this like for you here?  I know you've had some exposure before, but all 

of a sudden you're everywhere?   

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah.  I think the NCAAs was a perfect practice round for this 

week.  You know, having the ropes and cameras and people cheering you on.  So this is 

kind of a bigger version of that, but still, you know, it's still the same golf course and same 
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golf, so kind of go from there. 

 

Q.  What was it like, those last couple holes picking up that gallery?  It got pretty big.  

That had to be a thrill for you a little bit? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, it was awesome.  I had a pretty good gallery all week, you 

know, but obviously when you're up near the lead, and a hometown guy, there's going to be 

some extra people out there, so it was awesome having their support and stuff like that. 

 

Q.  When you look back on this, obviously you've got a lot of golf ahead of you, but 

your first kind of taste at the professional game here at Southwind after the NCAAs, 

what do you think you'll remember the most about this week? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Obviously confidence.  I didn't have my best stuff tee-to-green 

this week.  The putter was really good so that helps.  But room for improvement still, even 

playing good this week, so definitely take confidence and experience away from this week. 

 

Q.  The moment never got too big for you this week, did it? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  No, I never really got that nervous today.  I'm probably more 

nervous right now than I was out there on the golf course.  Like I told somebody earlier, 

when the putter's feeling that good in your hands, it frees you up tee-to-green a little bit, so I 

kind of went out there and tried to do my best. 

 

Q.  Go back to that eagle.  What did that mean to you for your momentum and 

confidence for today? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, coming off 2 I knew I needed to get hot if I wanted to 

make some noise out here.  And I struggled with 3 tee shot all week and I finally got it down 

there, had 213 and hit a good little 6-iron to about 40 feet and just happened to roll that in.  

Really, that kind of kick-started my round a little bit and I was able to work from there. 

 

Q.  So what's next for you? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Actually, tomorrow about 5:00 a.m. for the Sunnehanna 

Amateur, so looking forward to getting up there and a little bit cooler weather. 

 

Q.  Where does this even-keelness come from? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Even-keelness?  I don't know, just kind of over -- I worked with 

Dr. Josie Nicholson.  She's a sports psychologist and she helped me just staying patient.  

When I start to struggle a little bit, just staying in the moment and stuff like that, so I really 

thank her a lot for that kind of stuff.    

 

Q.  At what point did the excitement kind of wear off and it was just golf again, or was 
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it always just golf for you? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  It was always just golf, but it kind of kicked back up again on 14 

when I made that birdie to get to 7.  I knew I was only two back right there and could be 

even less with the leaders struggling and this wind out here.  So kind of right there is where I 

really got going and knew I was in contention. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

