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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:     DANIEL BERGER 
June 11, 2017 
 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Daniel, it feels a little bit like deja vu.  What's it like to be a 

two-time champion here? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  There's not many words to describe it.  I'm just so excited, and what a 

tournament. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Talk to me about the difference between going into the final 

round with a three-shot lead versus being three back. 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I definitely felt a lot less pressure to get the round started.  Coming 

down the stretch it felt the same, maybe even worse, but just proud of the way I battled and 

played on the last nine. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  We're at the FedEx.  FedExCup standings, right now you moved 

to 10.  The last two years you made it a dramatic finish headed to East Lake.  How does it 

feel to move to 10 at this point in the season? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  It feels great.  I played some great golf this year, and the last couple 

years I've kind of grinded it out to make it to the TOUR Championship.  I haven't been in this 

kind of position where I feel I can actually win the FedExCup, so that's just a great spot to be 

for me. 

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  And finally, another position, you move to fifth in the U.S. 

Presidents Cup standings.  You mentioned that's been a goal of yours, so now you're in 

position to make that team this year. 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  Yeah, it's extremely exciting.  I try to downplay it as much as possible 

because it's such a big goal of mine and I feel like if I can just keep the expectations low, 

that would make it easier for me.  But in the back of my mind, every single week, always 

constantly looking at the standings and seeing where I'm at. 

 

Q.  Daniel, I heard you say earlier you almost forgot about No. 1 at this point, but 

what's going through your head there after that first chip, and just take me through 

that second chip? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  Yeah, it was one of those shots I hit it a little bit left.  I thought it was in 

the fairway and I just judged it wrong.  And I pull-hooked my wedge shot and it went way 

long over the green, and it was basically in a spot where you would probably make bogey 

nine out of 10 times.  I chipped it up there and it didn't quite get to the green.  I think the fact 

that I took three weeks off before coming here was really important because I might have 

lost my head if I was on a four-week-in-a-row stretch.  But just kind of stayed calm and hit a 
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nice chip and it went in. 

 

Q.  There was at one point a nine-way tie.  Like did you sense that on the course how 

crowded it was, and then 15 you showed a lot of emotion as you probably knew at 

that point.  What was it like being on a course with such a crowded leaderboard 

today? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I knew that no matter how many guys were up there, that it wasn't going 

to be 14 or 15 under par that was going to win because the golf course is just too tough.  

You have to hit so many fairways coming down the stretch that if I could just kind of hang in 

there for the front nine and shoot 2 or 3 under for the back nine, then I would have a chance. 

 

Q.  Daniel, congratulations.  You mentioned that you stayed in the same hotel and 

even the same room.  Can you tell us a little bit more about that?  You've won other 

tournaments before getting to the PGA Tour.  Is that something that you try to do, do 

everything exactly the same, and are you reserving that room for next year? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I'm going to reserve it now for next year.  No, honestly, I just checked 

into my hotel room and I looked at my room number.  I'm like, 44, I stayed here last year.  I 

was walking closer and closer.  I'm like, that's the exact same room I stayed in last year.   

 

I made a big kind of push for myself to kind of differentiate between rituals and superstitions.  

I thought there was no way that this could be a superstition, that this was just the way it was 

going to be. 

 

Q.  What room number? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I'm going to save that one because I want to make sure I get it next 

year. 

 

Q.  What hotel? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  The Hyatt Place, Germantown.  

 

Q.  Obviously you're going to a pretty big tournament coming up here.  Just take me 

through your next 48 hours, what are you going to do? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I think I'm going to try to sleep tonight.  I remember last year I didn't get 

very much sleep.  Just probably limit the amount of alcohol drunk tonight so that I can rest 

up a little bit better and prepare for next week.  

 

AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Finally, before I release everyone.  Daniel, you were actually the 

last champion of the FedEx St. Jude Classic before we lost long-time tournament director 

Phil Cannon late last year.  In honor of Phil's memory, he actually got his start at the media 

center here at this tournament, from now on this media center is going to be named the Phil 
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Cannon Media Center.  With that, we would like you to join us for a photo op over here as 

we actually do the unveiling. 
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