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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:     STEWART CINK 
June 10, 2017 
 

 

Q.  A little bit of everything, five birdies and four bogeys.  Talk a little bit about how 

you felt your ball striking was and then also on the back nine, how you managed to 

keep your emotions under control. 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, it was quite emotional out there.  It always is when you're in 

contention, but when you haven't been there in that position for a while, it can be a little bit 

more.  But it's good practice because I plan on being back there a lot.  I love getting a 

chance to practice it today. 

 

But as far as the way the game was today, a little scrappier with ball striking but the golf 

course wasn't quite as forgiving either because it dried out quite a bit, it was windy.  It was a 

pretty challenging day to hit fairways and you need to hit fairways here.  So a couple of 

three-putts on the back, regrettably, but overall, still pretty pleased with the way I hung in 

there and mostly good stuff. 

 

Q.  Talk a little bit also that par save on 17.  That had to be pretty big? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Yeah, 17 was big.  You just don't want to give too much ground out here.  

The players are just so good that you just don't want to give anybody any ground.  I hit the 

fairway off the tee, which is the tough part of that hole, and then I hit a lousy second shot.  

The drop was difficult because I either had to give myself a worse angle or play out of the 

worse grass.  It was a good putt to hole, really good putt to hole.  It felt nice and solid and as 

soon as the ball left off the putter, it felt like it was in the hole and it went dead center. 

 

Q.  So you talked about your emotions going into tomorrow.  What do you think you 

need to do to win, what is going to be your game plan out there? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, probably the best thing for me to do to win tomorrow would be to 

not really focus too much on winning and losing.  It's all about winning and growing and 

trying to gain a little bit more experience.  I've got plenty of experience but some of it's a little 

bit rusty.  So I'm just going to try to go through and focus on my process and just have a 

good time doing it.  You know, if I can win tomorrow, that would be awesome, no question, 

but if I don't, I'm just going to try to let winning be like a side thing and a reward and just 

focus on my own self, my actions, and I'm just grateful to be in this situation. 

 

Q.  Stewart, you get in with a 69.  At times it seemed like it was a bit of a battle down 

the stretch.  How would you analyze your day?  

 

STEWART CINK:  Yeah, it was a little bit of a battle, it's always a little bit of a battle, though.  

The course was a little tougher today with fairways dried out quite a bit and so they were 

harder to hit.  With a little bit of wind blowing, it's a really challenging course out there.  And I 
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think the scores really aren't that low.  It's hard to play these holes without getting bit a little 

bit.  I had some sloppy holes on the back nine, especially the two three-putts, I would love to 

have those back.  But a couple other holes where I made bogeys were just, they're just the 

kind of bogeys that happen.  I got stuck behind a tree on 15 and it's going to happen.  So 

overall I'm not too displeased with my round.  I would like to clean it up a little bit and come 

out here tomorrow excited and ready to be aggressive. 

 

Q.  When you got it to 11, did you know you were a couple clear of the field? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Yeah, I didn't realize that until -- I kind of felt like I might, but then I saw 

the leaderboard around the 8th hole, I think, and I saw that I was three shots ahead.  I mean, 

this early in the proceedings it's really not like you're starting to change your strategy or 

anything, but the first thing I do is go in and pop it straight through the fairway on nine 

straight into the hazard.  That's probably not the right way to start with a three-shot lead, but 

it was 330 yards with a 3-wood.  I told my caddie that was a really great piece of caddying 

there, just joking with him, of course. 

 

But then to make that par save was huge.  If I could have had a couple of those putts back 

on the second nine, it would be a little bit different story, but I'm really, I'm jacked for 

tomorrow.  I love the way I'm playing and win or lose, I'm just going to come out here and 

have a blast. 
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