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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:     RAFA CABRERA BELLO 
June 10, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Rafa, you're 1 over through the first two holes going to the third tee.  How did you 

turn things around? 

 

RAFA CABRERA BELLO:  It was only the start, no one wants to start with a bogey but at 

the end of the day, it was just one bogey with one bad swing from the fairway.  That was it.  

You just stay focused.  And luckily for me today, I mean, I managed to chip in on 3 and 4, 

which kind of like really changed the momentum of the round.  I felt it took a little bit of 

pressure away.  Kind of like if there was any doubt of what was going to happen today, I 

really turned the day into a day like I know I'm going to play good.  I brought my smile back 

to my face, and that's the way I play the best. 

 

Q.  You birdied 3 and 4.  How much does that free you up on the back nine? 

 

RAFA CABRERA BELLO:  Yeah, I mean I was just staying in the moment, just playing one 

shot at a time really.  I was giving myself chances.  I also had to save a few others because 

the course is playing different to how we practiced it.  The course has dried out a lot, it's 

firmed up.  Balls bouncing, greens are faster and I can only see it getting trickier tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Rafa, two chip-ins like that early on after a bogey on No. 1, how does that change a 

round, what did it do for you? 

 

RAFA CABRERA BELLO:  Yeah, the first chip-in really was very nice because it was tricky, 

and it was pretty tricky and I kind of like felt bad after the good tee shot, I should have been 

giving myself a birdie chance on that hole and that didn't happen.  And then all of a sudden, 

the chip-in, and then No. 4 was just another bonus as well.  It got me laughing because I 

don't know if I've ever done that before.  So obviously very pleased.  It took away a little bit 

of pressure, just brought the smile to my face obviously.  Who wouldn't enjoy two chip-ins, 

no?  It got me in a good mood and that's probably why it helped me play better throughout 

the day. 

 

Q.  What have you figured out about this course over the last couple days, putting 

together these two rounds? 

 

RAFA CABRERA BELLO:  To be fair, today it's been like playing a new course.  I really felt 

like it was much firmer, much faster.  I've been pretty much hitting driver everywhere on the 

course these past few days, including practice rounds just because the ball was rolling 

nowhere.  Today was a bit different.  Greens also getting firmer and a bit quicker, so it's like 

a live animal that's changing. 

 

Q.  Do you expect a similar situation tomorrow?  And will you attack it? 
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RAFA CABRERA BELLO:  Yeah, I mean I think tomorrow, just from the weather predictions 

it's going to be hot again.  I don't know about the breeze, but I'm sure the course is going to 

keep drying, the ball's going to roll more.  It's just going to play tougher and tougher every 

day. 

 

Q.  After a round like today, what's your confidence level like heading into tomorrow?  

Obviously very much in contention at the top? 

 

RAFA CABRERA BELLO:  Yeah, I'm very pleased, obviously very happy to be in the 

position I'm in.  Tomorrow's a new day and anything can happen, but I mean I'm confident.  I 

know I'm playing good, I know I'm doing the right things.  I'm being able to score even if I get 

into a bit of trouble so that is something that I will rely on tomorrow if needed. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Q.   (RAFA CABRERA BELLO):  It was just a big mistake.  It wasn't a bad swing, just we 

didn't judge what was going on.  Then I was just kind of like, all right, here we are, start all 

over.  I just, you know, hit the ball in the fairway, gave myself opportunities, hit a budge of 

wedges close, which was nice, and rolled in some 10, 15 footers and par 4s, took advantage 

of those and hit a good shot on what is that, 14, the par 3, which that's kind of unexpected, 

but I'll take it. 

 

Q.  So obviously having 
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