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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:    ADAM SCOTT  
June 9, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Adam Scott, towing the cut line, you were 1 over through six holes today.  How did 

you turn it on and go 6 under coming in to get on to the second page of the 

leaderboard? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, I was striking it really good yesterday and struck it better today.  It 

was just a matter of staying patient.  There are a couple of tricky holes early on and you can 

get yourself in some funny little positions around the greens here if you're not on the green.  

So it was not quite the start I had in mind. 

 

But then it all started opening up for me and I played a really nice back nine and got a 

couple to go in late.  If I made a few more putts, it would have been a real special round.  

But nice that my ball striking is kind of stepping up because that's been the only thing that's 

concerned me this year really. 

 

Q.  Let's take a look at some of the highlights, we'll start on the seventh hole, that's 

where you really started to turn it around? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, nice 9-iron in there, and I was battling the frustration of not making 

any putts until that point in the tournament.  Got one to go in.  And then obviously this wedge 

goes in close, it was a perfect number so managed to drop it right under the hole.  My 

wedge play's been really solid the last couple weeks, so I feel like there's a lot of positive 

vibes going.  And then this is always nice on 14.  It was a good, strong 7-iron and it was all 

over it in the air.  That looked better and better when it landed.  Yeah, I'll take the tap-in on 

that hole. 

 

Q.  Spared you a round of drinks.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah.  Yeah, 16, this was good.  Again, I missed quite a few putts on the 

back nine to that point that you hoped to make, and then to get that one to go for eagle kind 

of makes up for a couple and it all kind of evened out to be the score I should have shot 

considering the way I hit it. 

 

Q.  It's been 10 years since you played in Memphis.  Why did you decide to add the 

FedEx St. Jude Classic this year? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I changed my schedule a fair bit this year, especially leading into the 

majors.  Although I had a bit of a nightmare on Sunday here when I was leading the 

tournament 10 years ago, it left a good impression in my mind.  There was no question that I 

knew it would be a good thing for me to come back here this year, a golf course that will suit 

me well and will challenge me.  I think a very underrated course on tour.  I've been really 

pleased with how good of condition it's in and how good the greens are, so hopefully I'm 
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making a lot of putts on the weekend.  

 

Q.  Nice round of golf, Adam.  I ran out of superlatives describing your iron play.  How 

would you describe it today? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, the iron play was great.  It was a bit like that last week as well when I 

got it in the fairway.  The problem last week was I missed all the fairways, and when I was in 

the fairway, I managed to hit it really close.  And again today I got in the fairway a bit more 

and hit some good iron shots.  I wish I could have made a few more putts, but I'll work on 

that over the weekend.  But I'm very happy with how I'm ball striking it because that's been 

holding me back this year really.  The other parts of my game, the wedges, the short game, 

the putting has been solid, but I haven't really been able to show that off because I've been 

hitting not enough greens. 

 

Q.  What about the tee shot at 18, it goes 342 yards and that's an aggressive line that 

not many people take.  Was that what you were hoping to do? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, I wasn't hoping to go quite that far left, but when you start hitting it 

over water hazards, you're going to swing hard.  And I hit it right out of the middle, it was just 

probably 10 yards left of my intended line and made it.  So took advantage of that.  It would 

have been nice to make the putt on the last, but it's good to know for the weekend in case 

you can take a pretty aggressive line off there and shorten that hole down to a wedge. 

 

Q.  The first five or six holes, not a lot was happening, but especially on the back nine 

you closed the gap, you picked up four shots on the leaders.  That was a good move.  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It was a good move.  One, not only to make the cut, but two, to get myself 

in for a good weekend where I could get in contention and that's what I'm here for.  I want to 

get that feeling of contending before next week in case I put myself in that position, and 

understand those feelings of contention and the nerves and how to handle them.  So I'm 

looking for a really good weekend here. 

 

Q.  Adam, the back nine you finally got some putts to drop.  How did it feel?   

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, I got a couple to go in.  I would have liked a few more because I was 

in there pretty close, but got a couple to go, which was nice.  I mean it's just playing the 

waiting game at the moment.  My iron play is really good, especially today, and I just had to 

not get frustrated with a few close calls on the greens and finally got a couple to go in on 16, 

17.  It's a good round of golf, which I needed from where I started the day.  Hopefully I've got 

two more really good ones and I can find myself playing the back nine with a chance on 

Sunday. 

 

Q.  You're going to look at that key stretch today with giving yourself a chance this 

weekend? 
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ADAM SCOTT:  There's key stretches everywhere.  I think the first few holes are no 

pushover either.  You can get off to a tough start and then you find the golf course very 

difficult.  Although the holes are not long, they can put the pins in some tough spots and 

green areas are quite narrow, and when you're just off around the greens, it gets a little 

tricky.  You have to show a real deft touch and it's not easy when you're scrambling, so it's 

important to hit as many greens as you can and take some opportunities. 

 

Q.  You haven't been here since five or 10 years ago.  What brought you back to 

Memphis?  

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Well, I nearly got a win out of playing here.  I think I finished tied second in 

the end maybe, which was disappointing but it definitely left a good impression on me, the 

golf course.  You know, it's a lot to me like playing at Waialae in Hawaii.  You have to play 

very much within yourself. 

 

Q.  What do you mean? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  It needs quality shots, although courses don't look like these big brutal golf 

courses that we sometimes end up on.  But this year my schedule for the majors has 

changed.  In the past seven or eight years I've not played the week before a major, so that 

pretty much ruled this event out, and I have a complete opposite strategy this year so that 

put us straight in. 

 

Q.  Did you think the one on 14 was going in? 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, that looked awfully good.  It would have been nice, but I'll take a 

tap-in on 14 for birdie any day. 

 

Q.  (Question about 16.) 

 

ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, maybe so, an eagle for sure.  6-iron into 16, and a nice time to make 

a putt because just kind of spent the whole back nine missing 10-footers.  To get one to go 

just makes you feel that confidence.  And then I got it in there close again to 10 feet on the 

next and made it.  It's kind of just reward for the way I struck it, and golf has a habit of 

working itself out like that. 
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