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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:     BEN CRANE 
June 9, 2017 
 

 

Q.  I think right now you’re No. 3 in strokes gained putting for today.  Short game's 

pretty good?  

 

BEN CRANE:  Yeah, short game was working and feeling very comfortable out there.  I've 

been working hard with my short game coach, James Sieckmann.  Really, the chipping is 

kind of the glue that holds your game together and certainly the greens at TPC Southwind 

are unbelievable.  I feel very comfortable on them, was able to just really make some key 

putts.  Seeing the ball go in like that gives you some confidence for sure. 

 

Q.  Every time it went in, this little cluster of fans just kept whooping and hollering.  

Family? 

 

BEN CRANE:  Yeah, I've got my three kids and my beautiful wife and our closest friends out 

here.  And I've got my best buddy Joely on the bag, so obviously this is just a family affair.  

Got a couple friends that drove in from Nashville, so it's fun.  We're doing this thing, do you 

know who Ric Flair is?  We're doing two claps and a Ric Flair after you make a putt.  So you 

go (clap, clap) whooo.  

 

Q.  I saw you doing that.  Ric Flair, who by the way was born in Memphis? 

 

BEN CRANE:  It's meant to be.    

 

Q.  Ben, if you just look at the score, six birdies and a bogey, seems like a smooth 

run.  How would you characterize it?  

 

BEN CRANE:  Yeah, just made some clutch putts.  I played great all day.  Just got some 

good numbers, and just it's exciting to be back here.  So many good feelings from '14, had a 

lot of good events here over the years.  And then to have my kids at the age where they can 

understand it now, I've got a five, eight and 10-year-old out there, just getting excited.  My 

son walking out before the 18 tee going, "Dad, Dad, you're in second place."  I'm like, "Okay, 

I'll start trying harder now."  So it's so fun to just have them out.  

 

Q.  How neat is that to get to share that moment as you're on the first page of the 

leaderboard? 

 

BEN CRANE:  Yeah, it's amazing.  We had so many great years here, but as they're coming 

of age like this, it's just so different.  For them to see dad, why I leave for weeks at a time 

and what I'm doing, and sometimes it comes together like this, you get to experience this 

and show your kids the fun it is. 

 

Q.  Why does this course suit your eye so much?  You made every cut here dating 
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back to 2003.  Like you mentioned, you won here three years ago.  

 

BEN CRANE:  I love the fact that you really can't play from the rough on this golf course, 

you've got to play from the fairway.  But I try to played aggressively, get as far up in the 

fairway as you can.  The Zoysia fairways just fit my eye.  You get such great lies off the 

Zoysia, but the greens are just perfect.  I love grain, I love these bermuda greens.  I just feel 

like I can just get the ball going on the right line, and so many good things happen when 

you're on these just perfect greens.   

 

You know what, I was telling Joel, this course could be Augusta National.  If we played here 

for the last hundred years and Hogan had won here and all that stuff, then, I mean, it has so 

much character and so many great holes.  I think about No. 4 and just there's so many great 

holes on this golf course.  I think it's one of the most underrated courses on tour. 

 

Q.  You told me on Tuesday that winning here allows you -- you visualized holes that 

did well for you when you won.  It was another one of those days for you where the 

good shots were a plenty? 

 

BEN CRANE:  Yeah, today was one of those great days that you live for as a golfer where 

you picture some shots and they come out of the same window you're looking at.  I had a 

shot on the par 4 13th, I'm 200 some yards away, the pin's kind of over on the right, and I'm 

looking 15 feet left of the hole.  I push it right at it, it lands in the fringe, hops up to three feet.  

It was like bonus, like how fun is that?   

 

Then I've got my family out here.  We've got a five, eight and 10-year-old, and they're seeing 

what daddy does, seeing me play well.  Walking up to the last hole, my son looks over, he's 

eight.  "Dad, Dad." I'm like, "Yeah?"  "You're in second place."  I'm like, "Oh, my gosh, okay.  

I'll start trying harder now."  So fun to experience it with them.  This is a special week.  Had 

so many great moments here with some of our friends that are living in Nashville now just 

down the road, and so many great friends here in Memphis.  And to do it with St. Jude and 

FedEx is a great sponsor on the PGA, so it's an incredible week. 

 

Q.  You allowed yourself to get a little excited after you sunk that putt on 18.  Is that 

going to be the case going forward?  Do you allow yourself to kind of smile and enjoy 

it a little bit or do you try to get locked in? 

 

BEN CRANE:  Yeah, I mean, I think that life's too short not to have fun.  So we've got some 

friends here and we've been doing this thing the last couple weeks called two collapse and a 

Ric Flair.  So we're going clap, clap, whooo, when I make a putt.  I keep hearing the clap, 

clap, whooo. I'm like, there it is right there.  Very fun. 

 

Q.  Golfers aren't supposed to have this much fun.  

 

BEN CRANE:  I know. 
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Q.  Isn't it amazing? 

 

BEN CRANE:  It's already been a special week.  My game hasn't been in great form coming 

in.  I've had a lot of great rounds but I haven't put four together, so I'm looking to put four 

together this week. 

 

Q.  Moving day is supposed to be Saturday.  Today is more about position day, and 

the position that you're in is going to be great heading into the weekend.  

 

BEN CRANE:  Absolutely.  Certainly put myself in great position to have another couple 

good rounds and you never know what will happen.  So I'm very excited to get back after it 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Ben, you've always called this an underrated course.  All the times you've been 

here, all the success you've had, what makes it so?  

 

BEN CRANE:  With the bermuda greens and being firm, you've just got to put the ball in 

position.  And every hole's different.  It's not like four holes that look just like each other.  

There's so much character, and the greens meander from one place to another.  Different 

pins, the hole can play completely different.  Obviously we're working with a north wind right 

now, it's nice and cool.  Just so much character, so many different looks, it's fun to play. 
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