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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:     STEWART CINK 
June 9, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Stewart, not quite as eventful a round, seven out of seven scrambling, though, for 

your 68 today.  Talk a little bit about your ball striking and those up-and-downs.  

 

STEWART CINK:  It was a good day ball striking, similar to yesterday actually, but the 

difference really in the level of aggressiveness was that today I just found myself having a lot 

of in-between numbers.  A lot of these holes where the holes are close to the hazards that if 

you get an in-between number.  You have no choice but to play somewhat conservative, and 

I found myself in that position a lot today.   

 

When I did miss the greens, I missed it in the correct places.  I actually didn't have to chip 

that many times, I used the putter from off the green in these closely mown areas quite a bit 

and that was pretty effective.  Overall, solid round.  I hung in there.  I think if I get another 

day where I can be a little more full throttle on the approaches, then I can throw up a few 

more birdies. 

 

Q.  Stewart, you rattled off 14 straight pars to start your round.  What's going through 

your mind going to 15?  

 

STEWART CINK:  It was still a solid day.  Even though I hadn't made any birdies, I hadn't 

made any bogeys.  I played really good golf, really similar to yesterday.  The score didn't 

reflect that, but you can't always be aggressive on some of these hole locations where you 

don't have the right yardages.  I got stuck in between a few times and just had no choice 

except to play a little bit more conservative.  That led to some longer birdie putts and you're 

just not going to make as many of those.  Overall, it was a very similar day tee to green from 

yesterday, but didn't quite have the green light situations that I had yesterday which resulted 

in a ton of birdies.  Today, only two. 

 

Q.  To birdie two of the last four, how did that change the tenor of your round coming 

in? 

 

STEWART CINK:  It's nice to get a couple obviously.  Still, the tenor of the round was that I 

played pretty good golf.  I didn't play poorly, I didn't play like lights out or anything, but it was 

a good, solid round.  The kind of round that could have been a really good round to follow up 

yesterday.  But overall I'm pleased.  I'm in good position going into the weekend and I'm just 

having a good time out here competing.  

 

Q.  So you did it yesterday birdieing your final hole, you did it again today to get right 

up there?  

 

STEWART CINK:  Yeah, it didn't even occur to me.  It was a solid round today, not too 

dissimilar from yesterday from tee to green.  It's just I got myself into some places where I 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

had to be a little bit more conservative just being a little bit more in between clubs more 

today.  Yesterday I had a lot of green-light situations where I was right on the perfect number 

and just freewheel it.  Today that wasn't the case.  But it was good that I took advantage of 

that yesterday and today kind of managed my way through it and the scorecard reflected it.  

Not as many birdies obviously, but pretty solid round overall. 

 

Q.  It was tough to match the nine you had yesterday, but you said yesterday you're 

not looking to be perfect, but when you play well you have a lot left.  Now you look at 

the leaderboard, depending on what happens this afternoon, you're definitely going to 

be in contention.  You have to love the place you are right now heading into the 

weekend? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Yeah, what I love is I'm having a really good time out there in the 

competition.  It's tough out here with the level of play.  There are really good players out 

here.  It's a joy to really compete and to be up there near the lead is something.  That's what 

we're out here for.  I'm having a great time doing it and there's a lot of good golf left in me, 

like I was saying yesterday, and it's fun to be able to come out and use those skills a little bit 

and play the kind of golf this course requires.  This is a tough golf course right here. 

 

Q.  What's the game plan, do you put a number on Saturday or just tee it up, try to get 

as many as you can? 

 

STEWART CINK:  You don't put a number on it.  You don't even try to get as many as you 

can, you just play the first shot.  It's an old cliche, you play one shot at a time.  That really is 

the way you play.  You can't put a number on anything.  Even guys that say they put a 

number on it, like in the media, they're not.  They're just trying to play one shot at a time, too.  

Makes for good quotes, but it doesn't make for very good strategy on the golf course. 

 

Q.  Stewart, when was the last time you felt this good? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, yesterday I felt a little bit better maybe.  I'm kidding, I know what 

you mean.  I'm just giving you a hard time. 

 

It's been a couple years since I really, really felt confident, you know, in all facets of the 

game.  But I feel as good as I have in a long time, like several years, four or five years.  

Going back to 2009, you know, if you really examine that year closely, I won the British but 

the rest of the year wasn't all that spectacular.  So going back to 2008 probably, the first half 

of '08, and I really, really felt good about my game and I felt like I had a chance to win a lot 

of tournaments.  I feel like if I can just hang in there and stay within myself and not get too 

ahead of myself with the results, then I've got a chance here, too.  

 

Q.  How much more enjoyable is it for you at this stage in your career to be in this 

position going into the weekend? 

 

STEWART CINK:  I wouldn't say it's more enjoyable.  It's always been enjoyable.  It's great 
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fun and it's a real privilege to be out here playing on the PGA Tour, tournaments like the 

FedEx St. Jude Classic, and to be able to put together some good rounds in front of my 

fans.  This is the closest tournament to my hometown, Florence, Alabama, so there's a lot of 

hollering out there, which is great.  I don't always get that.  So it feels good to come here and 

sort of get back to my roots a little bit, and I'm looking forward to the weekend. 
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