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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     BRADEN THORNBERRY  (a) 
June 8, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  So how did it go?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  It was cool.  It was pretty much what I was expecting.  A little 

less nerves off the first than I was expecting.  Hit that one down the fairway and kind of went 

from there, so actually it went pretty well. 

 

Q.  Were you maybe concerned, I guess maybe you wish you would have closed after 

nine holes today.  I know you struggled on your back nine, which was your front nine, 

but overall you've got to be happy with the first round.  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, if you told me I'd come in here and shoot 71 I wouldn't 

have been that displeased.  But to get off to that start, be right up there around the lead, that 

was a cool feeling.  Just kind of lost it off the tee on the back nine a little bit, but overall not 

too bad. 

 

Q.  There's a lot of popular golfers out here, you probably had the biggest gallery.  

What did it mean to get the support and see a lot of familiar faces?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, being I think probably the only local guy in the field, that's 

kind of cool to have all those people supporting, and people that work with my mom and 

from my high school and all that, so it's a cool feeling having them all out supporting.  

 

Q.  You hit some really tough shots on the back nine, your back nine just to kind of 

stay even for a long time.  Could you talk about your short game? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, you kind of have to have your short game when you're 

hitting it like that off the tee on that side.  I think I hit one fairway on the back, so I was kind 

of scrambling all day.  But those are the kind of nine-hole stretches that keep you in the 

tournament, so I'm happy with the way I handled it. 

 

Q.  You played practice rounds with Jonathan Randolph.  What was some of the 

advice he gave to you earlier in the week?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Really that it's not any different than any other tournament.  He 

was talking about just the same golf course that you've always played.  Kind of just go out 

there and play the golf course and don't worry about what's going on around it.  

 

Q.  You said earlier this week that no matter how did you this weekend, you already 

kind of had a dream come true here.  But you played well on that front nine, you're 

still very much in contention to make it into the weekend.  Do you recalibrate your 
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goals after one day at all?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  No, still experience is the main thing I'm looking for.  Overall I'm 

happy with the way today went and stuff like that, so really it was a good day. 

 

Q.  Can you even put into words what these last couple of weeks have been, you 

know, the NCAA champion and you get to play at home and have a great first round.  

Just how crazy has this last couple of weeks been for you? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, obviously it's what every college player dreams of, 

winning the National Championship and then coming out here and playing in your home 

PGA Tour event.  Really couldn't have drawn it up any better, so I'm looking forward to 

tomorrow. 

 

Q.  A lot of these guys are the guys you sit at home with your family and friends 

watching on weekends and now you're playing with them.  How do you deal with that 

as the "awe" if you will of playing with some of the biggest names in golf but also 

being a part of it?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Yeah, I try to do my own thing but also I'll take a sneak 

over -- Phil was on No. 2 and I saw the crowd following him so I wanted to watch him hit a 

shot or two, so that's still pretty cool.  But trying to stay in my own lane and kind of do that.   

 

Q.  What is the goal for you right now?  Peter mentioned when you teed it up this 

morning, is it different now, is it just to make it to the weekend, is that the ultimate 

goal for you?  

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  No, just kind of go out there and do the best I can on each shot.  

I can't really control how I play tomorrow.  It could be another front side over there or shoot 

64 tomorrow or struggle all day like on the back nine, so really just go out there and do my 

best. 

 

Q.  But is the goal the weekend? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  Oh, yeah.  The goal is get up there in contention.  You should 

always be rooting for that.  If you're just rooting to make the cut, you shouldn't be out here.  

That's kind of my goal.  

 

Q.  You talked about losing it off the tee on the back nine.  Did Kip say anything to 

you or just kind of let you feel it out there? 

 

BRADEN THORNBERRY:  It wasn't too bad, they weren't way off except No. 9 was 

snapped pretty good.  But overall they were just a little just tweaks here and there.  I was 

just getting a little inside and stuff and flipping the hands a little bit.  I'll correct it on the range 

in five minutes, I'm not too worried about it.  
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