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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    CHARL SCHWARTZEL  
June 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Charl, well played out there, 5-under par 65, got off to a really hot start and then 

the back nine a little bumpy.  What went well for you today?  

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  On this golf course you really have to do everything well.  It shows 

your weakness very quickly.  I drove the ball well, got in the fairway and putted beautiful.  

And then once I missed a few fairways, on the back nine I was a bit scratchy, but I managed 

to make some good saves.    

 

Q.  What was the key for you out there today? 

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  You know, I think I putted nicely.  It's a really demanding golf 

course.  You need to hit good shots, but to get the ball close to the hole and I made some 

good putts from 15 feet and that really is the key to scoring. 

 

Q.  Normally when we come to Memphis it's usually pretty hot and humid.  Pretty 

good scoring conditions out there today? 

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  We couldn't ask for better weather.  We came out this morning 

and it was just perfect. 

 

Q.  A nice first round for Charl Schwartzel.  How did you put together that 5-under 65? 

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  On this golf course you really have to do everything well.  It shows 

your weakness pretty quickly, so if I drive it well, good iron shots and I think the putter is 

always the key to low scoring.  I gave myself a lot of chances but I took advantage of them.  

Through the back nine I had a few scratchy holes, but I chipped out and still managed to 

save my pars, which is good for next week, too. 

 

Q.  What's it like standing over the ball on the greens when you're rolling it that well? 

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  You know, that's part of the game that probably grows your 

confidence the quickest and knocks it the quickest is the putting.  I've been putting actually 

pretty decent.  I haven't played much since the Masters, but I putted well there, and last 

week I felt good but didn't make much.  I made some aggressive putts today and they all 

went in, so it was good. 

 

Q.  You told me yesterday that you hadn't been here in a long time.  To go out there 

and play as well as you did today, do you like the round? 

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  Yeah, it's hard not to like a 65.  Played well.  I mean, this morning 

was just absolutely perfect conditions.  I got off to a great start with three birdies, you know, 
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and I kept the round going.  No. 10 was the first bogey of the day and the one on 14 was a 

bit soft, but other than that I felt like I played really well. 

 

Q.  When you have the course in the conditions like they are, do you feel like you 

have to go out there and post a low round like you did today to take advantage? 

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  I think this is about as easy as you're going to play this golf 

course.  It was soft and the greens were absolutely perfect, and not much wind.  So I 

needed to take advantage and I'm happy I did.  I felt like I started playing well last week on 

the weekend and I was really excited to come and see if I've still got the game I was working 

on then.  It's nice to see that it's good. 

 

Q.  What were you working on, Charl?  

 

CHARL SCHWARTZEL:  Just the swing, I've been struggling with my wrist so my swing's 

gone bad.  I'm just fixing it up, going back to just a few basics.  Very minor things, but in this 

game it's all you need is really small, small feelings.  I moved the ball a little bit back in the 

stance and it feels great. 
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