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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     PHIL MICKELSON 
June 8, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  Phil, today to get in with the birdie on the last, 1-under round, how would you 

assess your round?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Kind of boring.  There really wasn't much going on.  I didn't hit my iron 

shots very close and consequently didn't make very many birdies, and drove it very poorly.  I 

had been driving the ball great.  I thought this was going to be a great week because when 

you hit these fairways here, the greens are receptive and you can really make putts if you 

get it close.  So I thought I was going to hit a lot of iron shots close from the fairways.  I 

never found the fairway very often and it makes this golf course extremely difficult.  Coming 

into these greens out of the rough is tough, but I fought my way around, got up and down, 

salvaged a good round.  I'll work with Andrew and get this thing fixed out because I've been 

driving it really well.  If I have a good driving day tomorrow, I should have a chance of 

shooting low to mid 60s.  

 

Q.  I know you've been very open with the situation next week with the U.S. Open 

obviously wanting to a attend your oldest daughter Amanda's high school graduation.  

For all the Phil fans and there's a ton of speculation, what would have to happen? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It's the one I want to win the most, but sometimes you just have to 

show up for things and this is one of them.  If there was any kind of delay, I'll have anything 

ready to go and we'll hopefully be able to make it.  But it doesn't look too good for that.  The 

weather looks to be pretty nice next week, which is great for the tournament. 

 

Q.  Let's take a look at the 18th hole, that approach that you have hit there.  Describe 

how you closed out your round.  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I took a 9-iron here, 159.  I hit a little draw back into the right-to-left 

wind, which was great because the pin was over to the right side of the green so I was able 

to work up from the center of the green.  You can see it drawing in there and I left myself an 

uphill putt.  It was probably the best iron shot that I hit of the day.   

 

Then this putt just breaks an inch or two to the left at the hole.  These greens, the ball 

doesn't move much right off the face, it kind of glides or slides across the grass.  And then 

as it loses its pace up by the hole, the grain and whatnot and the break will start to take it.  

So most of the balls are kind of dying around the hole rather than certainly not turning very 

quickly. 

 

Q.  First round, a little bit of ups, a little bit of downs?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, the score was okay.  I had to fight to get it under par.  Coming 
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into this week I had been driving the ball very well and I drove it very poorly today, and it's 

tough to play this golf course from the rough and from out of the fairway because the greens 

are small, they're challenging, there's a lot of water, and if you're coming in with flyers, it's 

very difficult to control it.  So I had to fight hard just to keep it around par or under.  Made 

birdie on the last hole to get to under.   

 

This is a successful day in the sense that it's a round that I could have easily shot 3, 4, 5 

over, but I got it under par.  I'll get this thing turned around overnight with Andrew Getson 

and we'll get it right back to where it was heading into this week.  If I can drive it well 

tomorrow, I think I have a mid to low round in the 60s. 

 

Q.  You've been asked a lot this week about the U.S. Open.  How much about this 

week is just being in good shape for the meat of the golf season?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I would just say that this is a great golf tournament and I want to 

be ready to play, compete this week.  I think that I'll have a few weeks off so this is my last 

event, I want to put everything I have into this tournament.  I want to fight hard and give 

myself a good chance on the weekend.  I've been in contention the last three or four years, 

have not won it.  I would love to win this tournament.  It would be a special win for me.  

 

Q.  What is it about this course that suits your eye so well because you have played 

well here? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think that the greens are small and guys are going to miss a lot of 

greens, and so scrambling is important and I've scrambled around here very well.  And it's 

difficult because you get bermuda rough, bermuda fairways, grainy grass, and if you haven't 

grown up on it, fortunately I have, it's hard to decipher, to figure out how the ball's going to 

come out.  I kind of worked my way around the greens getting up and down around the 

holes to salvage pars to shoot this round. 

 

Q.  Phil, they released the tee times for the U.S. Open.  You are on there.  Are you still 

holding out hope that something will happen?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  There's no sense for me to withdraw today because it there's some 

kind of delay and I can make it Thursday night and still make it, I would like to do that.  The 

weather looks to be pretty good, so that's unlikely to happen, but there's no sense for me to 

pull out now today.  But it is important that the USGA knows so that they can make 

accommodation accordingly as well as the next alternate, which I believe I think I know who 

the next alternate is, so he's excited. 
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