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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     PETER MALNATI 
June 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  I'm here with Peter Malnati.  Nice starting round, 3-under 67.  You started with a 

double bogey and all of a sudden you went on a bit of a run.  Can you talk a little bit 

about what that did to start your day and how you managed to come back so well? 

 

PETER MALNATI:  Yeah, well, that's a hard hole.  No. 10's a hard hole, and to start the day 

on, it's a very difficult fairway to hit.  I knew I was playing really well, I felt great.  My practice 

has been good, my game's been progressing so nicely.  I've been feeling ready to play well 

and this is one of my favorite courses.  So I wasn't going to let a rough start derail me.   

 

No. 10, that's a tall order to stand there on the first tee of a tournament and try to hit that 

fairway.  And then if you miss the fairway, it becomes really challenging.  But I wasn't going 

to let that deter me.  I played really well.  I've been practicing really well and I'm ready to play 

well.  So yeah, just tried to stay patient and not press after that start, and obviously I played 

beautifully for the next 17 holes. 

 

Q.  Yeah, you certainly did.  When I was able to catch up with you, you had good 

opportunities on No. 7 and No. 8, for birdie.  You made about 100 feet of putts, 13 

greens.  Good solid playing really.  

 

PETER MALNATI:  Yeah, it was great.  I know that putting is kind of one of my strengths.  

It's one of my -- that's what's going to separate me from the field.  To let the ones on 7 and 8 

sneak away didn't feel good, but at the same time I know I'm rolling the ball really well.  You 

can't ever step into a 12-footer and say, "I should make this."  Those are hard putts.  So I 

feel great about the way I hit it and I would love to have a few more looks like that tomorrow. 

 

Q.  I guess after the first hole you were saying to yourself, "Oh, my goodness," but to 

post 67 on day one, you've got to be excited? 

 

PETER MALNATI:  It's great.  I knew I was playing well.  I felt like I was prepared, my 

practice has been great.  And yeah, that's a tough starting hole and I certainly didn't want to 

make a 6, but I wasn't going to let that deter me.  I'm feeling great. 

 

Q.  What about with the way the course is set up, the temperatures, 67 is exactly what 

you wanted as you sit here after day one? 

 

PETER MALNATI:  Yeah, I did exactly what I wanted to for the last 17 holes today.  I 

actually did what I wanted to for all 18 holes.  I was pretty calm, I felt confident, and yeah, 

that was my -- if I have a 67, I'm thrilled.  It's obviously always a challenging golf course 

here, scores are never too low, so to get started with one in red numbers is a great way to 

start. 
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Q.  To play the last 17 in 5 under, though, it takes a lot to be able to put a hole like that 

behind you.  What did you say to yourself walking to 11 after that? 

 

PETER MALNATI:  Nothing much, just keep going, you're prepared, you're ready.  I really 

only hit -- I had a couple of little, two little snafus on 10.  I hit one shot that I really only 

advanced like eight feet in the rough and then I missed a little three-footer.  But my other 

three shots on that hole were actually pretty good.  So yeah, I wasn't devastated, I wasn't 

demoralized.  I didn't want to start 2-over par after one hole but I was ready, so I just said 

carry on, play well.  

 

Q.  Being from Knoxville, obviously Memphis fans try to gravitate towards anybody to 

root for if it's not a huge name.  Do you find some solace in your play in Memphis and 

try to get Tennessee backers?  

 

PETER MALNATI:  It's cool, this is home state.  I'm probably about as far away as I could 

possibly be from my home still in the state, but this is a home-state event.  I've told everyone 

that kind of where I am in my career, every PGA Tour event feels like a major to me.  How 

many majors have you played?  Well, they all feel like a major to me.  This is my home-state 

event so it definitely has a little extra kick and it's fun to see people out.  There's some 

familiar faces, just people that I've known growing up and playing amateur events here in the 

area, so it's really cool. 
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