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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:     RETIEF GOOSEN  
June 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Retief, terrific start, 4-under 66.  You were on a run there and I thought perhaps 

you might get that birdie on the last to finish with four birdies that row.  Terrific round.  

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, it was.  I got off to a nice start.  Made a silly bogey on 9 and on 

13, but otherwise I played pretty good.  And coming in, a couple of good tee shots and a 

couple of good iron shots and that got me the birdies to finish off.  On 18, I just didn't hit hard 

enough.    

 

Q.  Well, you were T-3 here in 2011.  I have a feeling you rather like this golf course.  Is 

it one of your favorites?  

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I've played pretty well around this course.  There have been a 

few times I did well and Ben Crane won that year.  I did well and then messed up, I think, an 

8 or 9 on the last hole, which is going to move you way back.  But it's a great golf course.  

It's a golf course you've got to hit the fairways and the iron shots have to be on the right side 

of the flag.  It's just one of those courses, if you're off your game, you're going to struggle. 

 

Q.  Flurry of birdies down the stretch.  How did you kind of put it together as far as the 

first round? 

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I got off to a nice start.  Actually on No. 2 and 3, No. 2, I missed 

the fairway and hit a great shot out of the bunker to about four feet.  The par 5, you know, I 

probably could have gone for it, but decided to lay up and hit a good wedge shot to about a 

foot.  Missed the fairway on 9, and if you miss the fairway on 9, that's always a difficult green 

to hit.  But it was nice to come in and finish with a few birdies and get a good round in and 

get you going for the week. 

 

Q.  Seemed like the ball striking was in a good rhythm.  Describe what it's like when 

you have one of those days.  

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I drove the ball well.  I think I missed maybe four fairways, so 

hitting the fairways around this course is key.  Rough is up this week after all the rains, so 

you can get some really deep lies in the rough. 

 

Q.  66, you've got to like the way you played today?  

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I did.  A couple of silly little bogeys, but you're going to do it 

around this course easy.  I played solid today.  I quite like this course.  I've had a few good 

rounds around it in the past, and today the weather was as good as you can get it around 

here so it was nice this morning to go out there and shoot low round and hopefully keep it 

going for the week. 
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Q.  When you see the course set up the way that it is and no weather, no wind, do you 

really have to go and get a 66, 65 because you know that the course is only going to 

get tougher? 

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, it's going to dry out as the week goes on.  Fairways are still quite 

muddy.  I've picked up a few mud balls out there, but the greens are as good as they can be.  

And they're going to speed up, everything's going to speed up as the week goes on. 

 

Q.  You've played here before, Retief.  You like this course.  Through the round today 

did you feel that maybe familiarity helped you as well? 

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, it's a course that I've played many years now and I have a good 

feel for it.  It suits my eye and I sort of feel comfortable around it.  I had my chances around 

here to win a few times in the past but just couldn't get a good final round in, so maybe this 

week we'll have a chance on Sunday again.  

 

Q.  What was the key today? 

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  I think I drove the ball nicely, I hit a lot of fairways.  The first nine I 

missed three fairways and the back nine I think I missed one or two fairways, but only just.  

So it's key, yeah, coming out of the rough this week, the rough's up, so if you can hit the 

fairways, you have a lot of chances to get it close. 

 

Q.  How much do you think familiarity with the course helps you?  Seemed like some 

guys are new here and struggled a little bit.  How much do you think it helps you that 

you have played here?  

 

RETIEF GOOSEN:  Well, it's pretty much like any golf course, the more you play it, the more 

you know where to hit it and you feel it a little bit more.  When you play a golf course for the 

first time, it's not that easy to get comfortable on it.  Charl obviously played nicely today, I 

think it's his first time around here in a tournament, so he got a good round here today.  I 

think it's going to be a lot of good scores today.  It's just that kind of day.  The weather is 

good and the greens are still soft. 
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