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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   STEWART CINK   
June 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  With the third guy to toss his hat in the ring at 6-under 64.  Stewart, how did you 

put it together? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, I basically continued what I've been doing the last couple weeks 

and that's really good ball striking, and today the hole got in the way a few times.  This 

course has over the years changed a lot.  When they put the bermuda greens in, it really 

became a premium ball striker's type of course where you really have to hit fairways and 

power matters.  So it was a good day for me.  I didn't hit every fairway, but I hit it in places 

where I could advance the ball toward the green and made some good decisions and made 

a few putts.  

 

Q.  I was going to say, going off that metric, you only hit seven fairways, yet you're 

tied for the lead right now.  What other parts of your game really carried you through? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, my iron play's been pretty good lately and today was really good 

again.  With the wind out of the north, it's opposite of what we're usually seeing at TPC 

Southwind.  The north wind today, you had to figure out a little bit different on some of the 

shots, but not all that difficult to plan for your shots.  The ball's going a long way.  It's pretty 

warm even though it's cool for Memphis.  So getting a lot of distance, you just have to 

predict what it's going to do.  And when you come out of the fairway, it's one thing because 

your ball's going to stop when it lands, but coming out of the rough, it's another story and 

you've got really, really do a lot of guessing out there. 

 

Q.  We just saw that birdie putt you rolled in on your last one, how big was that? 

 

STEWART CINK:  I wouldn't say it was really that big to make the last birdie there.  It feels 

good to finish with a birdie, but it was a pretty simple putt left to right.  This is the 18th hole 

here?  

 

Q.  Yeah, this is the one. 

 

STEWART CINK:  All day the greens were just absolutely beautiful.  There's a lot of 

grain out there so it is tricky to read some of them, but when you've been around a 

long time on bermuda, you kind of know what to expect and the ball reacts very 

predictably out here. 

 

Q.  You finished top-10 at Colonial, played pretty well at the Memorial, you get 

through that slog of 36 holes on Monday to play your way into the U.S. Open.  What's 

the recent stretch been like for your game as it seems like it's trending in the right 

direction?  
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STEWART CINK:  Yeah, the ball striking's been pretty good lately.  I got some good work in 

with my coach Mike Litnik (sp) just before I left to go to Colonial.  He and I discovered a little 

something that was missing that kind of unlocked some good rhythm and good positions for 

my tee balls especially.  So I've been driving it pretty well.   

 

And out here on the PGA Tour these days, if you can drive the ball well, you can reduce 

these courses to quite a lot easier prospect than if you're struggling off the tee.  So that's 

been the key.   

 

And then from there, my iron game's usually pretty reliable, and the putting if it shows up.  

My putting's been a lot better the last year or so.  It's all been fairly enjoyable the last three, 

four weeks. 

 

Q.  What a lovely start to the tournament, the FedEx St. Jude Classic.  A 64, you had 

nine birdies and three bogeys.  What was the key to your round today? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, I think the key to my round today was the key to anyone's round 

who plays well here and that is you've got to keep the ball in front of you, meaning you don't 

have to hit every fairway but you can't really be off too much.  There's a lot of trees that are 

perfectly placed here to block you out, and the rough, the combination of the rough with 

these bermuda greens, you just don't want to be coming in from the rough at all.  I was in 

play most the time, not in every fairway but I was in play and gave myself some shorter 

distances into the greens when I could.  I took advantage of some of my length, and then the 

putts were falling today and nine birdies is a lot of fun. 

 

Q.  27 putts today and I think it was like 118 feet of putts.  I know you've been 

improving your putting over the last year, so what really has been kind of the key 

really for that? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Well, I've been working with a new coach for the last almost a year now, 

Craig Welty, and he and I have just changed the way that I look at practice a little bit and get 

feedback, using more video and just trying to start the ball online a little bit more often.  Not 

trying to be perfect necessarily because you'll never be that way in golf, but just trying to 

give myself a little bit more of a chance to make a high percentage of putts.  You do that by 

starting it online with the right read and the right speed.  So it's led to creeping up a little bit 

in the statistics and having some good rounds, some exceptional rounds putting and then 

some average rounds, too.   

 

So the thing that was missing though was the exceptional rounds weren't there before and 

now I'm getting a few rounds every now and then like today where it was really rolling.  

 

Q.  Great round for you.  How did it feel? 

 

STEWART CINK:  Yeah, felt great.  I was relaxed out there.  I'm still a little bit tired after 

Monday.  Takes longer at 44 to get over those kind of days.  I did a pretty good job 
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managing myself out there and not getting too bent out of shape about anything good or bad 

that happened and taking it all in and it was a solid day.  Really, every part of the game was 

really pretty solid today.  

 

Q.  How long has it been for you to get to this process where your game is really 

where it needs to be at this point? 

 

STEWART CINK:  I don't know if any golfer ever feels that way.  I don't feel that way.  

There's a still a lot I left out there I feel like.  We're all perfectionists, I guess.  I feel good 

about a lot of the game though.  I'm hitting some nice shots.  I'm not really trying to do 

everything perfect, honestly.  I'm just trying to have a good time and bear down and get the 

most out of my game that I can.  When that happens, I've still got quite a bit left and we'll 

see, it's fun. 

 

Q.  You mentioned previously about having perspective.  How much of that are you 

still carrying with you? 

 

STEWART CINK:  I'll never get rid of that.  That will be something I'll always carry with me.  

It's been a real benefit for my golf game obviously to have that new perspective on life and 

golf and anything that I really thought mattered in the past.  Just kind of keeps my peaks and 

valleys sort of managed.  I don't get too down, I don't get too up and I just have -- I'm 

grateful that I'm out there able to compete in a tournament like the FedExCup St. Jude 

classic. 

 

Q.  Somebody said it may have been playing, a little bit of the fairways may be still 

wet, that it would be more challenging as the weekend went on.  Do you agree that 

that could be a possibility?  

 

STEWART CINK:  I think so.  Anytime the fairways firm up, it's just tougher to get your ball 

in play, and these fairways are pretty narrow.  The golf course will probably get more 

difficult.  The greens were soft today, the fairways were soft.  There was a few mud shots 

with the ball, but it wasn't a huge factor.  I think the course will probably play a little bit more 

difficult. 
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