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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    PHIL MICKELSON  
June 7, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Great day today, not too hot.  Course is a little wet?   

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It was a little wet, but it was in great shape.  I mean, I haven't seen the 

greens this pristine and beautiful.  The fairways, that Zoysia, the ball sits up beautifully.  So 

hopefully it will dry out just a touch.  It's not bad at all.  It's the best I've seen the condition of 

the golf course, it's spectacular. 

 

Q.  What do you think about this format?  You're only playing nine holes.  What does 

that do your preparation? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I think this nine-hole format's a win-win because the amateurs get 

to experience two different pros for both nines and so they'll have a chance to have a whole 

different interaction.  And then from a player's standpoint, it lets us have the rest of the day 

to work on our game and to be sharp for tomorrow. 

 

Q.  Asking you about preparation and how much you use this event as a jumping-off 

point for next week and how different it feels perhaps not playing next week? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it feels different not playing next week, but I still have really 

come to enjoy this event a lot.  I think that the golf course here I think is one of the most 

underrated we have on tour.  I think that it's so fun to play, has such great subtleties and 

nuances.  I think the character of the course is some of the best we have on tour and I just 

really enjoy playing this golf course.  It's not the most visually spectacular course with the 

beautiful waterfalls and all that stuff, but it's one of the best playing golf courses that we 

have on tour.  I really love it.   

 

Q.  Given that you aren't playing next week, do you think about saying I don't need 

this for prep, I'm not coming?  

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I didn't think about that because I've really come to enjoy playing here 

over the last four, five years.  It's been a lot of fun.  Like I say, this has become one of my 

favorite golf courses.  I think it's one of the most underrated courses we play.  

 

Q.  How hard was that decision about The Open? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  It wasn't.  I love The Open, but this is a special moment for us.  I mean 

my daughter's speaking, she's giving the speech there at graduation.  It's one of those things 

you just need to be there, so it wasn't a hard decision. 

 

Q.  What's the theme, do you know what she's talking about? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't.  

 

Q.  She's not shared it with you? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  No. 

 

Q.  How often do you think back to almost 18 years ago and what Payne told you at 

the 18th at Pinehurst? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I think about the '99 U.S. Open quite a bit.  I think about a lot of things 

that happened there with Payne making the putt to beat me and losing by the shot, the 

emotions there.   

 

But the most emotional experience of my life is the birth of my kids.  I think pretty much 

every parent will say that, and that occurred the day after.  So I have this emotional low of 

losing the U.S. Open by a shot and then experiencing one of my great -- the greatest 

emotional high you ever could as a person the very next day.  So I think back about that time 

quite often. 

 

Q.  You've had a lot of success here the last few years, three top 3s in the last four.  

With no Open that's escaped you, do you look at this as the opportunity to maybe get 

your win here that you've been so close? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Very possibly, but I don't want to think about the results because when 

you start thinking results, you never perform your best.  But I do know that if I play well, it's a 

golf course I've played well on in the past.  I like it very much, and I've been playing well this 

year, I just haven't quite shot as low as I'd like to and I feel like it's close.  I can't think of a 

better place to put it all together than right here. 

 

Q.  How much the last few years when you've been playing here have you been 

thinking about the next week, being so close to the career Grand Slam and that 

maybe sort of pressure is not there for you this week? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm not quite there yet.  I do think every time I come back here, 25 

years ago to the day basically on Monday, Tuesday, it was Farmington Golf Course was the 

first day that Bones and I ever worked together.  It was exactly 25 years ago this week.  So 

every time I come back here to Memphis I always think about that and that particular 

moment. 

 

Q.  Would you have made the same decision in your 30s?  Do you think is some of 

this like growing up and realizing what's important in life, or do you think at any stage 

you would have made the same decision? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't know because when you are -- as you kind of go through life, 

before college everything's kind of about yourself, and then when you meet the person in 
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your life, everything is all about us, and then when you have kids it's about them.  So it's 

hard to have that perspective on how you feel about your kids before you have them, or 

certainly before you meet the person you're going to share your life with.  So it's hard to 

have that kind of perspective in college and whatnot.  But as you get older and you share 

these moments, you realize the greatest moments in life are those spontaneous moments 

with your family and this is one of those moments that I'll cherish forever.  

 

Q.  What did your daughter say when you told her, look, I'm not going to play in The 

Open, I'm going to come see you? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, it was never really a discussion, so we never really even talked 

about.  It was just, well, of course I'm going to be there.  We never really even discussed it. 

 

Q.  This is known as one of the hottest tournaments temperature-wise on the PGA 

Tour, kind of the beginning of summer.  How is your play different from really warm 

climate as opposed to earlier in the year when it's obviously more sweater weather as 

far as ball flight, the way you prepare for it? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  So the heat here can be an issue as far as stamina and maintaining 

focus throughout the round, but the heat also has the ball go farther, loosens up your 

muscles, you swing a little bit more fluid, a little bit more speed, you compress the ball 

easier, it goes longer and the wind doesn't affect it as much.  You have a much higher 

density altitude.  So you end up playing much easier, I think, when you have this type of heat 

and so I think most golfers prefer it.  

 

Q.  Phil, three top 3s in four years here, you clearly know how to get around this golf 

course.  What is the key to success around TPC Southwind? 

 

PHIL MICKELSON:  I don't know if there's any one particular key.  I think it's one of the 

most underrated golf courses we play because the subtleties, the nuances and the shot 

values are some of the best we have on tour.  It's not the most visually stimulating with the 

beautiful water fountains and the massive bunkers and all these things, but what it does 

have is great shot value.  So you always have options, you always have opportunities.  The 

greens are small so you really need to be precise into them.  If you miss them, you have a 

tough chip with the grasses and so forth, but you always have a shot.  And when you do hit 

a green, you have a great opportunity to make a putt because you don't have these 

ridiculous contours and pitches.  It's just a wonderful golf course to play. 

 

Q.  So someone like yourself who's played in so many major championships and 

prepared the way you have, it seems like people now kind of follow what you've set in 

terms of playing the week before majors.  You made it cool and you also made it 

work.  You showed it was successful by preparing.  What are the perks for the guys?  

I know at the moment you're not scheduled to play next week.  With so many guys 

following the way you do it, what are the perks playing the week before a major?   
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PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, Nick, you really need to decide what works best for you as an 

individual golfer to allow you to bring out your best golf, because I know guys like Jack 

Nicklaus did not like to play the week before, they wanted to have that week to prepare, and 

that works well for a lot of guys also.   

 

But for me personally, I felt that playing the week before got me in a more competitive frame 

of mind.  So having only three days before competitive rounds, when I got to a major 

championship where the penalty for a miss was so severe, I was in a better, more sharp, 

focused frame of mind right from the start.  If I took the week off, a lot of times I would enter 

that first round a little bit lax and I'd find myself 4, 5 over par the front nine.  I shot myself 

right out of the tournament before I even got into the tournament, so that worked better for 

me.  But as an individual, you need to find out what works best for you. 
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