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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    RICKIE FOWLER   
June 7, 2017 
 

 

 

Q.  So what were your general impressions of the course here today and your 

impressions of Erin Hills on Monday? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  The course here is always great.  It's pretty wet right now tee to green.  

The greens are good, still a bit soft and a little on the slower side.  Hopefully we'll keep the 

rain away and the course will be able to dry out a bit through the week. 

 

Erin Hills is a big golf course.  It was fun to get up there and see it on Monday.  It's going to 

be set up depending on where the wind's at.  I feel like Mike Davis and the USGA are pretty 

on top of that so far from what it sounded like.  If they do set it up right, it's going to be a fun 

course to play and a good test at the same time. 

 

Q.  Did it fit your game well? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think so.  It was fairly wide off the tee on some holes.  There's going to 

be some other ones that are tighter.  You don't want to be playing out of the rough with the 

fescue.  It's got a cool look to it, natural, a little bit of a links look.  So definitely looking 

forward to making sure the game's in the right spot through this week and going into the next 

week. 

 

Q.  Does playing this week help you prepare for next week? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I definitely like playing the week before majors, I feel like it allows 

me to kind of see where the game's at, what needs to be worked on, what needs to be 

tightened up.  Able to do that through the week here and minimize what I'm trying to do 

Monday through Wednesday the week of a major.  Ultimately I want to be in contention here 

and put myself back in the chance to win, but part of that is making sure the game's in a 

good spot and if we're able to put ourselves in contention after last week, then we'll be in a 

good spot going into the US Open.  

 

Q.  Is there anything specifically you need to work on before next week? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Really just trying to tighten a little bit of everything up.  I felt like last 

week I did a good job of scoring and didn't have my best at times and was able to still get it 

around.  But I feel like every part can be tightened up a little bit.  I did drive it fairly well last 

week.  I think I hit 80 percent of the fairways, but Memorial is a place with some of the wider 

fairways that we do play, but still playing out of the fairways is nice.  

 

Q.  Rickie, I know it's wet out here but how much of a test will this be for all of you in 

this field?  Small greens, putting's going to be at a premium come Sunday? 
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RICKIE FOWLER:  It's always a good test.  I mean it's maybe the fairways aren't as high of 

a premium right now as it normally is when it's dry and firm and fast.  When you get these 

greens firm and fast, which hopefully by this weekend we'll be there, you really can't play out 

of the rough at all.  So you have to drive the ball well here.  I feel like it's just a good solid 

test on that point.  You can't really -- you can't fake it around here, you have to play well.  

 

Q.  What about this format; only nine holes but amateurs get to play with two different 

pros.  What's your thoughts on this format?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  I think it's great.  For me to be able to be out here in the morning, play 

nine, have a good time with the group, and then they get to spend the back nine with 

another pro and get to know someone else.  For me on the preparation side, it's great.  I'm 

not out here too long.  I'm able to play nine, but also if I want to go do some short game like 

I'm probably going to do right now afterwards, I can do that.  I can go get some work on the 

body, get some tissue work, get a workout in this afternoon, so that allows me to prepare a 

little bit more for Thursday. 

 

Q.  How was playing with the Commish?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  You know, he's pretty good.  He's got good action.  He rolls it well.  We 

had a good time out there.  I've definitely enjoyed the time over the last few years getting to 

know him the time that I spent with him, but finally get to tee it open, hopefully it's not the last 

nine holes or round together.  But no, it's nice to see that he understands golf and can play a 

little bit himself. 

 

Q.  You haven't played here since '14, you finished runnerup that year at the U.S. 

Open.  The results the last couple years, does that dictate adding Memphis this year?  

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, it did.  Some of it has been scheduled before, too.  I've always 

enjoyed playing Colonial.  Unfortunately, I haven't been able to make it the last couple years 

over there.  But for me, I felt like I had some of my best finishes in majors playing the week 

before.  With going over to the Scottish, winning there, going back over there this year, 

typically play Houston.  I mean always play Akron going into the PGA.  Like I was talking 

about earlier, just where you're able to kind of check and see where the game's at.  Still, it's 

a golf tournament you want to be in contention and play here well this week, but there's no 

better practice or warmup for another tournament or major than actually putting yourself in 

position.  

 

Q.  Do any holes stand out at Erin Hills? 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  You know, it's a pretty memorable course, which is a good thing.  I feel 

like there's a handful of courses you go play and then you can't really remember, stuff starts 

to kind of blend together.  But I feel like it's got a lot of good unique characteristics, a lot of 

the holes where you remember the shots and where the hole goes.  You're able to kind of 
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picture it and remember it. 

 

Holes that stand out, 18 being the last hole we played, if you play the back tees -- well, we 

played the opposite wind that we'll see next week, but it would have been in off the left and I 

think it's like 675 from the back tees or something like that and we played a tee or two up 

and I still hit driver, 4-iron, 6-iron.  So hopefully that's not the case next week. 

 

Q.  You said you knew one of the Redbirds, a baseball player in Memphis. 

 

RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, Patrick Wisdom is a really good friend of mine.  He was my 

sister's best friend in high school, we grew up together.  He stays with me during Spring 

Training.  Yeah, I spend a lot of time with the Cardinals organization during Spring Training 

down in Jupiter, so it's been fun to get closer and closer with them.  Hopefully link up with 

Patrick once they're back in town and get to a game or two this weekend.  
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