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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    DANIEL BERGER  
June 7, 2017 
 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  It's been awesome.  You get a lot of kind of great memories driving in 

and it just like didn't feel like that long ago and it was a year ago.  My game feels good, just 

got to keep doing the same things that I've been doing. 

 

Q.  What was it like seeing the signage and kind of "Daniel Berger" splashed around 

the property? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  Yeah, it's awesome.  I've got my own parking spot and all others will be 

towed, so don't park in my parking spot. 

 

Q.  What do you need to kind of accomplish this week to kind of set yourself up as the 

summer really ramps up? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I think I just need to keep doing what I've been doing.  I've had a pretty 

good year so far.  Haven't played exactly the way I wanted to, but I think as I've gotten 

better, my expectations have gotten higher.  And I kind of just feel like every week I should 

have a chance to win and that makes it tough.  So I kind of got to get into the same process 

that I've been doing the last couple years and just kind of maintain, and I feel great and I'm 

ready for the U.S. Open. 

 

Q.  What do you remember about this course, what do you like about it? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  I like everything about it.  It just fits my eye.  The grass is the same 

grass I grew up on playing in south Florida and the greens are perfect.  So when you get 

perfect bermuda and people are worried about grain, this is 15 years that I've putted on this 

stuff.  So like these older other veterans, players that have played out here for many years, it 

feels like I'm more of a veteran out on these greens. 

 

Q.  Which of these holes appeal to you or fit your game? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  All of them do.  I would say one of the tougher holes would be 12.  

It's a tough driving hole, but I hit a cut so it kind of works out well for me.  I think other 

people are kind of going into that hole thinking, oh, what am I going to do here, but 

for me it just feels good going into it. 

 

Q.  Was the Phil trash talk overstated last year in the rain delay? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  No, he gave it to me in that rain delay.  It's like a sigh of relief having a 

win so now I can give it back to him.  Just need to keep doing what I've been doing and 

hopefully maybe have not as many wins as he has, but I'll have a few. 
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Q.  Daniel, yesterday you got to spend some time at the hospital.  What was that 

experience like for you? 

 

DANIEL BERGER:  That was awesome.  It's something that I look forward to, and last year I 

met a nice young kid named Reid, who caddied for me on the 11th hole, and I spent some 

time with him, and he came out and watched me today and caddied for me.  It's just cool to 

kind of see what we're playing for, to see St. Jude and all they do for so many people. 

 

Q.  There's a lot of people who inspire you, but seeing those kids, can you take some 

inspiration away from them?  

 

DANIEL BERGER:  You absolutely can.  The struggles that they're going through, like I've 

said a few times, it makes golf not seem as important.  But it's really nice to see the smiles 

on their face, just to go to the hospital and putt around with them on the mini putt-putt like we 

did yesterday and they're so happy and it's pretty cool. 
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