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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:     STACY LEWIS 
June 22, 2017 
 

 

    
THE MODERATOR:  We are here with Stacy Lewis, the 2014 Wallmart Northwest 
Arkansas Champion, also won the 2017 rain-shortened event as an amateur, when you 
were a senior at the University of Arkansas.  2008 University of Arkansas grad, degree 
in finance and accounting, so another proud Razorback up here on the stage today.  
This has to feel like a homecoming for you.  Coming back to the greater Fayetteville 
area and always an exciting and busy week.  Tell us how you're feeling out there.   
 
STACY LEWIS:  It is, I say it every year but I love coming here.  I love this week.  I 
honestly wish it could be two weeks long so I could get to do all the things I want to do 
while I'm here.   
 
It's awesome to bring the Tour here and all my friends to get to come here and play and 
showcase the best women golfers in the world.  To do it here in the hometown, basically 
grew up playing this golf course, and it really does feel like home when I come here.   
 
Q.  It certainly seems to feel like home.  You are the only player who has made all 
nine cuts, not to mention the cut at the rain-shortened event.  What fits you so 
well?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  I do think this course takes a bit of knowledge playing it, and local 
knowledge, and knowing that there's pins you can't go at and having some strategies off 
the tees, being on the correct side of the fairways.  It's just a tricky golf course.  
Everything seems so short and so easy, and it's not.  It can jump up and catch you.  So 
I do think I put more pressure on myself to make the cut, so that's probably part of that.  
I want to play well here for all the fans and all the people that support me.   
 
Q.  We had Gabby Lopez up here earlier today, we have also this week three 
others, Emily Tubert, Regina Plasencia and Alana Uriell.  What is your 
involvement with the team, with Coach Estes-Taylor and the Razorback program?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  I'm still technically the volunteer assistant coach and keep tabs on the 
girls and help 'em out when I can.  It's nice to see what we've been working on the last 
few years finally paying off, and having Emily Tubert and Gabby out on tour, creating a 
line of Razorbacks, that's what I wanted.  When I left the program, I wanted it to be in a 
better place, to turn out LPGA players, and we're finally getting to that point, and it's 
really cool to see because we have some really great talent there now, and who knows 
what they're going to be doing in three or four years.   
 
Q.  Stacy, welcome back.   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Thank you.   
 
Q.  There's been a lot of multiple winners this year on Tour.  Nobody has set 
themselves apart from anyone else, and that's been indicated in the world 
rankings as well.   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Right  
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Q.  What do you think the difference has been, multiple winners up and down in 
rankings?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  I just think -- I think the level of play has gotten dramatically better.  It's 
very hard to dominate on this Tour.  Everybody is so close together.  You look at -- I just 
don't think you're going to see kind of what Yani did a few years ago, where she was the 
dominant No. 1.  Everybody hits it far, everybody seems to putt it pretty good, and there 
is really nothing there that's really separating anybody.   
 
But I think it's great.  I think it's great to have multiple winners.  I think a dominant No. 1 
kinda sometimes gets boring to people a little bit, and to have multiple winners I think is 
a good thing, but I think it's more -- it's the level of play being so much better.   
 
Q.  I know that this week is obviously big for you coming home, but obviously 
getting a win for the first time since 2014, how much is that in the forefront of 
your mind as you head into this week?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  It's pretty far in the back actually.  You know, I've had to answer this 
question over the last whatever, three years.  It's just -- I'm trying to play good golf.  Like 
I said, the level of play is unbelievable.  You have to play -- here you have to play three 
great rounds to win a tournament.  You can't just play good one day anymore.   
 
Five years ago you could play an okay round and still win, and it's not there anymore.  
You have to play great.  I do feel like my game is getting better, though, it's getting a lot 
closer.  I just tried to take the pressure out of me and let's try to get better every week 
and slowly doing little things better, and if, I think, you know, get a few putts to fall early, 
get some confidence there, because the ball striking has been there the last month or 
so.   
 
Q.  Has it been different, Stacy, being married, handling the personal life 
differently while staying on Tour?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  It has been different.  It's definitely changed my perspective, especially 
on winning.  Maybe it's not as important as it used to be to me.  I mean, I still want to 
win but there are other things that are more important in my life, and I think it's a good 
balance to have.  At times it would drive me mad when I wouldn't win, and now I seem 
to handle it a little better, and I'm a much happier person to be around.  I'm really trying 
to enjoy it a little bit more and not sweat the small stuff so much.   
 
Q.  Stacy, this is two-fold.  I think this week we've got 12 of the top-20 players.  
Years past we've had close to all 20.  I know it's a tough stretch.  I think we're in 
the sixth week of 12.  Obviously that makes a difference on who comes and who 
doesn't.  I know you want to be here, there is no way you're going to miss this.  Is 
this a tough stretch tougher than usually going into the PGA?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it seems, especially kind of last year and then this year, the 
stretch in the summer where we have 11 or 12 weeks in a row is hard on us as players.  
You really have to pick and choose.  You can't go play five in a row and have two of 
those be a major.  It's too hard.  It's too much work.   
 
I really think having the major next week, it does play into the field a little bit.  Certain 
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players like this golf course, certain players don't.  You get some of that.  I think it's a 
product of our schedule.  Having more events is a great thing, but like you said, it 
affects your quality of the field.   
 
You look at when we had 26 or 25 events, everybody was playing every single week, so 
everybody had a great field, so all the sponsors were happy and this and that.  As 
players, we want more events, but in turn that takes the quality of field the other way.   
 
There's a balance there.  I think there is a point where you don't add tournaments just to 
keep that balance and to make sure sponsors stay happy. 
 
Q.  Something else on your busy schedule.  You're heading down to Fayetteville.  
You're hosting an AJGA event.  How did you get involved with that?  Is that one 
of your ways of giving back to the game that's given you so much?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Actually the AJGA came to me and asked if I wanted to do an event, 
and I said I did but, one, I wanted to bring the best junior players to Arkansas, because I 
wanted -- the biggest thing is to get people to come here and see the place, and 
everybody is kind of like, "Arkansas, what?"  and then they come here and it's the best,  
it's the best.  
 
So we started with the older kids, 15-18 years old and realized that they were already 
committed to schools, so that kind of defeated the purpose.  So now we're at younger 
kids, 12-15, and while they are younger in the recruiting process they're getting to see 
what the University has to offer.  We do it a little different.  We have boys and girls 
playing together in twosomes.  That's a lot of fun to see the kids interact.  I would like to 
see more of that in the game, more of the guys and girls playing together because I 
think we can.   
 
Just trying to get them used to it at a younger age so maybe, you know, when they're 
out on Tour it's kind of a normal thing.   
 
Q.  Fayetteville Country Club is getting rave reviews this week.  Do you see it 
jumping around some more?  What will be the future in terms of where this will be 
played?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  The plan is to keep it at The Blessings.  Fayetteville was a back-up 
plan, and then the storm came, and we were really happy they agreed to host the event.  
It's in as good of shape as I've seen it since I was in school.  The kids are loving it.  
They're playing fast out there; they're playing in three to three and a half hours is the 
pace of play.  I know you like that!   
 
But it will be back at The Blessings.  That's the plan, because we want it to showcase 
the University and what they have to offer there.   
 
Q.  Arkansas men, Mason Overstreet got second at the Nationals, and obviously 
you won one, and Gaby got second.  How big of an impact do you think it is on 
him as a freshman, and, two, how big of an impact was that on your career to 
have that before you turned pro?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Honestly for me winning the National Championship was the 
springboard.  It was the thing that told me maybe turning pro was possible.  I hadn't 
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thought about it until I won my junior year.  I remember as soon as I was finished, I was 
doing interviews, and they were, like, are you turning pro?  And I was like, no I have 
another year of school.  So I hadn't thought of turning pro prior to winning, so it really 
changed things for me.  You just hope as a freshman that the expectations don't go 
through the roof.   
 
I think it's a great opportunity for him, kind of to use that as a springboard, but to kinda 
keep expectations down and hopefully he can have his team there the next time.   
 
Q.  Briefly, many of you in the room may know the LPGA working with Stacy and 
many of our other players recently created the Founders Film, talking about the 
birth of the LPGA, going back to the 13 Founders who created the way for all of 
us.  PS, it's out on iTunes if you wanted to buy it and give it a watch.  I wanted to 
is ask you, Stacy, how you got involved with the film and why everyone should 
give it a watch?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  My first interaction came at the Founders Cup.  I was a big fan of that 
event, of the Founders, and everybody learning their story and what they did for this 
Tour.  And I felt like it was a story that needed to be told.  For all the kids coming up in 
the game.  They need to know how we started and what these women went through.   
 
I think every rookie on Tour should be watching that movie.  It should be a requirement 
before they come out, and to see the legacy that they're following.  I think it's too 
important.  We're lucky that some of our founders were still around for this to be made.  
That's why I wanted to get done while they were still here.  I've gotten to know Marilyn 
pretty well over the last couple of years, and I get letters from her all the time.  She still 
sends them in the mail.  It's really cool to have them around and supporting the game.   
 
Q.  Some of the best advice that you've gotten from the founders that you then 
want to share with the next generation?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  I just think it's important to know what they had to do.  They didn't just 
get to go practice.  As soon as they finished playing they went to a supermarket and 
were trying to hand out tickets to get people to come.  Or they went to a sporting goods 
store and were showing people golf clubs.  There was none of this practicing and going 
and working out stuff.  They were setting up a golf course, trying to fill the fields and 
doing everything themselves.   
 
I think we take it for granted at times and, you know, the money that they played for was 
not there.  I feel really lucky to be doing what I'm doing, and I think everybody on Tour 
should feel that way.   
 
Q.  Stacy, what are some of your fondest memories of the 17th hole here at 
Pinnacle?   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Gosh, I think 17 is, one, it's the coolest hole we have on Tour, by far.  
Definitely the year I won, I just remember being so nervous on that tee.  I had just come 
off birdies on 15 and 16 and everybody was ready to go.  It was packed on 17, and I 
don't think I've ever hit an 8-iron so far in my life.  It's so cool.  The calls and how 
everybody gets into it, and everybody kind of follows me to that hole on 17.   
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But definitely the year I won, because I think we had everybody on the golf course out 
there with us.  It's such a cool hole and I'm glad they moved the tee up and made it 
rowdy and made it fun.   
 
THE MODERATOR:  With that, we will let Stacy go.  Thank you so much.  Good luck 
this week and see you out there tomorrow.   
 
STACY LEWIS:  Sound good.  Thanks.  
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