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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   SHANSHAN FENG  
May 28, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Our 2017 Volvik Championship winner, Shanshan Feng.  What was the key to your 

strong week? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I think overall my ball striking was very good and normally iron 

shot is my strong part.  We were lucky because it rained a lot so the greens really softened 

up.  I was trying to just like land the ball very close to the pins, trying to just hit the pins all 

the time.  And I've had many birdie chances and my putting was not bad, either, so I'm very 

happy. 

 

MATT HAAS:  You mentioned in your post-round speech you won a lot in Asia, but this is 

your first win in the States since 2013. 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Yes. 

 

MATT HAAS:  So what does it mean to you to have a win back on American soil?  

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, to prove that I can win in the U.S. because I mean like in the past 

few years I was winning Japan, Malaysia, Malaysia, China, but I didn't win many times in the 

U.S.  Very happy that I can actually prove to the fans in the U.S. that I can actually win here, 

yeah. 

 

Q.  You talked yesterday about how you don't look at the scoreboard at all basically 

until the end of the tournament.  What did you know when you came up 18 as far as 

what your position was? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I had no idea about the others other than my playing partners, so 

I was maybe assuming somebody in front of me maybe would have a super low round and 

maybe would catch me.  So I had no idea, I was just focusing on my own game and own 

plan.   

 

On 18 I didn't feel nervous at all, I just misjudged the rough.  And then after the second chip 

and then my ball got on the green and I actually looked at the leaderboard because I asked 

my caddie, I was like -- I handed him the ball, I was like, Is it okay?  My caddie's said, Oh, 

it's fine.  Then I was like, Oh, maybe I've got two-putt to win.  And I looked at the 

leaderboard and I was winning by two so I didn't have pressure on the last putt. 

 

Q.  You said after you won that it was only your third win in the U.S.  Do you feel like 

your game now is in a position where you can take down more tournaments now in 

the U.S.? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, yeah, I think my game's always good, but just didn't win too 
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many times in the U.S.  But I think overall I've been a very consistent player and I've had 

many, many top-5s, top 10s in my career so far, but I want to win more.  I think that's why I 

actually started to win more tournaments, because I don't want to just make top-10s, I want 

to win tournaments, yeah.  

 

MATT HAAS:  You've been one of the hottest players in the world since winning the bronze 

medal, now you have three wins since then.  How did that motivate you and kind of push you 

towards the success you've been having?  

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, like the beginning of last year, I mean I was struggling a little bit, 

but before the Olympics, I talked to myself.  I said, Hey, you have to smile all the time, 

doesn't matter if you're playing well or not playing well because golf is just part of your life, 

it's not everything of your life.  You know, and then I kept smiling and then that really helped 

me to get through all the bad shots.  And then I finished third, I got the bronze medal in Rio 

and that really gave me a lot more confidence.  And then after that I just reminded myself 

every time, hey, just smile all the time, it doesn't matter if you hit a bad shot.  I mean it's 

going to happen because we're human beings and we should allow ourselves to do that, and 

that's what I've been doing well. 

 

Q.  This year you just slowed down.  What difference? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I would say first, after like two months offseason, I took like five 

weeks totally off, I didn't touch my clubs.  And then after like that two months without 

tournaments, it's hard to get back to your A-game.  I think I started a little slower this year I 

think because I gave myself a little too much pressure also because I did so well end of last 

year and I was expecting myself maybe to keep doing the same thing and then that's why I 

struggled a little bit.   

 

But when I started from Dallas, I told myself, hey, it doesn't matter.  I said, you know, just 

focus on like week by week, and then if you bring out good performance, your ranking's 

going to go up so you don't have to worry about the ranking.  And then I was smiling every 

day on the course again, so I'm really enjoying playing in the tournaments and that really 

helps me. 

 

Q.  Do you notice a big different now that you've taken this different approach, this 

smiling all the time?  Are you enjoying it more than ever? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, I think I learned that after the Rio Olympics, because I 

remembered when I just got on the tour when I was a rookie, I mean I was smiling all the 

time.  Like people were telling me that I was maybe the one that was smiling the most on 

and off the course.  I think my personality is a very happy, funny person, so I think that's 

good.  That helps me to play well.   

 

But I think this year maybe I was a little bit off.  I tried to play well too much, but I think now 

I'm back, I'm smiling.  Hopefully I was smiling on TV hopefully.  I don't know, that's normally 
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when people watch TV, they have like poker faces, but I do think I'm smiling on the course.  

I'm enjoying it. 

 

Q.  How do you celebrate a win like this, do you do anything in particular to celebrate 

a win? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Well, next week I'm off, taking next week off so I'm going to rest a little 

bit.  Tomorrow is Memorial Day and maybe a little bit shopping, then a lot of rest.  And then 

I'll talk to my parents because they're overseas in China.  I'm pretty sure they already knew 

that I won the tournament and I'm waiting for their phone calls.  Next time I'm back in China 

is after the KPMG and I'll see them there and see what we can do to celebrate. 

 

Q.  What are you going to buy? 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  I don't know yet, I don't know yet, but that was a big check.  I can buy 

something, but I'm not going to spend it all. 

 

MATT HAAS:  We appreciate the time, congratulations. 

 

SHANSHAN FENG:  Thanks so much. 
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