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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW:   SUZANN PETTERSEN 
May 27, 2017 
 

 

Q.  You would have liked a last birdie on 18, but how do you feel about your position? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think I'm the same as I was starting the day.  Played really good, 

hit a lot of good putts.  Yeah, I mean, I got on a roll there around the turn and then I kind of 

went a bit dry with birdies.  So overall a decent day.  I would rather be two shots behind 

today than tomorrow. 

 

Q.  It's been a very sort of steady, consistent tournament for you so far.  Do you think 

something in the 67-69 range will be enough tomorrow? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Yeah.  I mean, you can see there's a lot of low scores around this 

place.  If it plays like it does the last couple days, you've got to attack pins.  Yeah, I'm 

playing good golf so I'm excited for one more day here. 

 

Q.  Do you take a look at the leaderboard much?  Today seems like there's a lot of 

people with a lot of movement? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  There's a bunch of people, several numbers that I kind of sneak a 

peak a little bit.  You've just got to try and make birdies when you have good looks, try and 

separate yourself from the pack.  But I'm still within a good reach and try to get off to a good 

start. 

 

Q.  We were just showing your highlights and you really started off well with three 

birdies on the front nine and kind of flatlined on the back.  What was the difference? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I got a little bit, I don't know, I hit really good shots there about 6, 7, 

8, 9.  Hit really good drives and leave myself in an attacking position.  On the back nine I 

didn't really go all in with the driver, which kind of at this point in time I actually hit it better 

hard and don't try to control it too much.  So lesson learned tomorrow, just going to go out 

and hit the dryest part. 

 

Q.  Is that a function of when you get in contention you try to be controlling, or what 

switches there?   

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I think it's a little bit of comfort thing.  Certain holes suit your eyes 

better than others.  A little bit of maybe old stuff still hanging left in the tank a little bit I'm not 

trusting exactly -- well, I do trust it, but to do it under the gun on holes you don't feel 

comfortable and don't suit your eye is another thing.  But I'm playing good, making a lot of 

good putts.  Hit one bad putt today but that was it.  I would rather be two back today than 

two back tomorrow. 
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Q.  Exactly.  You have to feel confident that tomorrow you're right in the mix.  There's 

a lot of golf left tomorrow, sounds like we're going to go early, split tees and 

threesomes, so kind of thoughts on what you need to do tomorrow?  

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Hopefully the weather stays out so we can kind of finish this 

tournament the way it's been played the last three days.  This course is so soft.  Even like 

tucked pins you feel like you can attack with kind of a mid iron.  Like I said earlier this week, 

it's playing nothing like last year.  By this point I think I'm pretty adjusted to how it plays this 

year and just try and fire at the pins where you feel like attacking. 

 

Q.  We talked a lot about the schedule in this 12-week run that everyone's on.  What's 

your schedule looking like and how are you going to best prepare yourself for the 

three majors that are in this span? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  The majors are going to come in bulk.  Obviously I want to play 

myself into form going into the majors, that's usually how I play my best.  I usually don't play 

well when I've had a break.   

 

Taking that in consideration, that's how I'm shaping my schedule.  I think we've got some 

really good golf courses waiting for us in these majors, so I'm going to try and get into good 

form and kind of get it rolling. 

 

Q.  By the way, I'm loving your wedge game and I know your new coach, Jorge 

Parada, has had a big influence on that aspect of your game.  Tell me a key or thought 

that's enabled you to be sharper inside 120.  

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  Well, first when we started, he said, So how do you hit 90 yards, 

95, 93, 100?  I said, Well, on feel.  He's like, On feel?  What do you mean?  The feel 

changes every day.   

 

Yeah, I kind of find it hard sometimes to kind of trust that this feel is going to take an exact 

day to find.  So we worked out like a wedge matrix, which I grind quite a lot during the off 

weeks, even during tournament weeks.  It's just numbers and how long you swing it, like a 

chest-chest that goes 82 yards and I trust that that goes 82.  If I speed it up, it's 87.  So it's 

just instead of trying to actually hit the numbers, I'm just trying to make the swings and I 

know those produce the numbers.  So it's taken my wedge game to a different level.  I can 

control the flight, the spin.  Obviously I give myself a lot better looks than I used to. 

 

Q.  I love it, keep working on that.  

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  I'll try. 

 

Q.  You can't work on that wedge game enough, can you? 

 

SUZANN PETTERSEN:  No, not really. 
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