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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   NELLY KORDA 
May 25, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How important were the pars you were able to make?  Looked like you had to do 

your share of scrambling today, especially early on. 

 

NELLY KORDA:  Yeah, definitely 18 was a great par.  And then beginning of my round it 

was a slow start and I saved a couple of long par putts like on 2 and 4.  So just getting 

those, making those two pars and just getting my round rolling really helped. 

 

Q.  What happened on 18? 

 

NELLY KORDA:  I hit it out right under the tree in the hazard and I just tried, I didn't even 

know if I could chip it out.  And my caddie was like oh, maybe you should drop.  I was like 

no, I'm going to hit this.  So I hit it out and then I had 200 into the green and I hit a 4-rescue.  

It was a good par. 

 

Q.  What was the lie like in the hazard? 

 

NELLY KORDA:  I mean, it wasn't great.  You're in the hazard.  

 

Q.  Was it -- 

 

NELLY KORDA:  It was -- yeah, yeah, it was in the dirt.  There was no grass. 

 

Q.  Do you allow yourself this early to look at the scoreboard much at all? 

 

NELLY KORDA:  I'm a scoreboard watcher, yeah.  Plus, I like to see where Jess is.  So I 

kind of like always look for Kay.  I'm like, Where's Kay?  So I watched the scoreboard. 

 

Q.  When you start seeing your name move up, does that help you? 

 

NELLY KORDA:  I mean I'm happier, of course, but I try not to think about it.  It's the first 

day, there's still so many holes left. 

 

Q.  Had about that putt on 18, obviously you knew you were scrambling, it was a good 

par.  Then you got a pretty decent look -- I mean a chip, I'm sorry.  Did you think you 

had a chance to make it at that point or were you just trying to --  

 

NELLY KORDA:  I wasn't sure.  I mean obviously when I looked at it, I was like umm, I 

could possibly make this, but I just really wanted to make an up-and-down par.  That's all I 

was going for, that's all I was thinking about.  If you think about making it, then you could be 

more aggressive and it could fly by, so really you just think about a par. 
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Q.  How about the conditions, is it kind of prime for scoring at this point? 

 

NELLY KORDA:  It's a definite change from last week.  Last week we were like sweating 

nose drip going down my chin, this week you're all bundled up.  But there's a lot of good 

scores out there so girls are playing really well. 

 

Q.  Are you and Jess staying together again this week? 

 

NELLY KORDA:  We are, yeah.  It's fun.  It's always fun rooming with her.  Plus, we're on 

opposite ends.  I did wake up this morning when she was walking out of the hotel room, but 

other than that, she's always great. 
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