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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   LEXI THOMPSON  
May 24, 2017 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Happy to be joined in the media center by Rolex Rankings No. 4, Lexi 

Thompson.  Lexi, coming off the big win at Kingsmill, what's the preparation been like this 

week for Volvik?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I took Monday off since I didn't get too much sleep there on Sunday 

night, but I played 18 early yesterday morning.  

 

MODERATOR:  You mentioned after your win that it's been one of the best stretches of golf 

in your life.  What's been the key to that strong success?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I worked extremely hard in the offseason, especially on my short 

game just trying to improve that a lot more and get more consistent off the tee.  And it's just 

been a lot of confidence, too.  Golf is a lot mental, so just trying to stay positive out on the 

golf course and knowing my game is in a good spot and keep on working at it. 

 

MODERATOR:  What are the keys to maintaining that confidence throughout the long 

season?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, you know, you're going to have bad tournaments or bad weeks.  

You just have to move on and know there's so many tournaments in the year for us now, so 

just have to move on to the next one and go into it with a positive attitude and keep on 

practicing and working on the things we need to improve on. 

 

MODERATOR:  With the success you've had this year, what are some of your goals going 

forward for the rest of the 2017 season?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, we have a lot of majors left obviously, so winning a major is 

always on the top of my list.  But then being on Solheim Cup team this year and hopefully a 

win there.  But just being able to represent my country, that's a huge honor, so to be on that 

team would be great.  I don't know, I'm just taking it one week at a time, obviously trying to 

win. 

 

Q.  Lexi, I'm just curious, in the last seven weeks, whatever it's been, what have you 

learned about yourself maybe as a person and how you approach things? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I mean, I just learned about how strong I am.  I'm obviously a very 

determined person in general and, you know, after all that happened, I was out practicing.  I 

was more determined than ever to fight back and come back and win.  With winning last 

week, it just showed how much hard work I put in. 

 

Q.  Do you think that win -- what did that win mean to you?  Did you feel like you 
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needed that win as kind of a way to keep moving forward, or it was going to happen at 

some point you think? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I was hoping a win would happen at some point.  You know, it's 

not something I put pressure on myself that I needed to win or anything.  I knew my game 

was in a great spot coming into the year.  I played well in the Bahamas and a few other 

events.  I just kept on working hard and I knew my game was in a good spot.  It's all about 

confidence with golf and I definitely have it right now. 

 

MODERATOR:  Talk about confidence in golf.  You've played some really good golf in the 

state of Michigan winning the event at Meijer before.  What do you like about courses in this 

part of the country?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, they're just great setups.  I love the Meijer golf course, but also 

here last year was the first year for this event and it was just a very well-run event and I was 

happy to come here.  It's a big golf state, people love golf here, and hopefully we'll get a lot 

more fans out here following us this week and get some good weather.  But no, it's a great 

layout so I'm looking forward to the week. 

 

Q.  About the fan support, you've gotten a lot since you've been back on the course.  

Has that changed a lot in the last few weeks or did you always have that support from 

the fans, the galleries? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I've had a good amount of fans, but I absolutely love my fans.  

They're amazing.  I've definitely gotten a lot more since the incident, but they're always so 

supportive of me.  Even if I struggle, they're there picking me up saying "go get 'em" the next 

week or the next day.  That means a lot to me.  The fans do make the game, and to have 

them supporting me means the world. 

 

Q.  I had heard you added a wedge to your bag.  I guess when did that happen, why 

and what has the effect been?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I added a 47-degree wedge.  I have like five wedges in my bag.  I 

always get about 120 and that's -- I hit my gap wedge 115 and my pitching wedge 135.  So 

it's a very easy pitching wedge and it's kind of an uncomfortable shot.  It doesn't stop very 

well because it's lower.   

 

So I added that wedge and I actually hit it probably close to 20 times last week, so it was a 

good move.  I took the 5-iron out of the bag.  Probably something I'll have to do here, too.  It 

might not be the 5-iron because a few of the par 3s are actually close to that. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the Solheim Cup and being part of that would be a big deal.  I 

guess in the context of tour events, is there a discussion among other American 

players about American pride and getting the American women golfers back to the 

top 10?  Is there any sort of talk like that? 
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LEXI THOMPSON:  There's not really talk about it.  You know, we all are representing our 

country.  All Americans are just trying to do their best.  We're working extremely hard and 

that's all we can do.  Every time we tee it up we're representing our country, so we're just 

trying to do the best we can. 

 

Q.  What are your impressions on the city of Ann Arbor? 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I love it here.  You know, we only come here, Michigan, twice a year, 

but I do love it here, it's beautiful.  And like I said, this tournament gets great support, so 

hopefully it will be here for many years to come. 

 

Q.  You mentioned winning majors, you mentioned the Solheim Cup.  Does player 

ranking ever factor in?  Do you ever sit there and think, "I'd like to be the No. 1 player 

in the world"?  

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  I think everybody wants that.  Everybody wants to be No. 1 and 

everybody wants to win every week out here.  It's not something that I put on myself.  Like I 

said, every time I tee it up, all I can do is try my best, and I know I've put in the work and see 

where the results take me.  

 

MODERATOR:  Lexi, appreciate the time, best of luck this week. 

 

LEXI THOMPSON:  Thank you.  
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