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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:  CHRISTINA KIM 
May 23, 2017 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Last year was good here, 10-under, solo second.  What do you remember 

from last year?  

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, I just remember having great crowds out here, especially for a first 

year for a tournament.  There were some amazing crowds, great people, the food's fantastic 

here.  Just an awesome experience here.  Ann Arbor's a fantastic city whether you're living 

here or visiting.  I just remember having a great time. 

 

MODERATOR:  And you were -- I mean, me watching it just personally and watching the 

play, you're a fan favorite here and almost everywhere you go.  What do you like about that 

fan interaction aspect of the game?  

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  It's a good question.  I just love being able to do something that I love 

and love what I do.  I'm able to share that with people and have people take enjoyment in 

what I'm able to do on the golf course.  I just really, I don't know, it's neat you make some 

new relationships almost every week that you go to, and then you can go back year after 

year and see people that you've seen and it's just super fun.   

 

I honestly couldn't tell you why people enjoy watching me, I just chase around a golf ball.  I 

don't think it's really all that exciting. 

 

MODERATOR:  Well, you're pretty good at it.  It helps, for sure.  You were at Selfridge 

yesterday for the pro-am, so how did that go?  How did you play and what was that 

experience like for you?  

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, it was a phenomenal experience to be able to be out there and 

experience the Selfridge Air Force Base and be able to -- we were able to walk onto one of 

the aircraft and see the interior of it.  It's one of those -- it was a KC-135 Stratotanker, which 

is one of the aircraft that when it's the in the air, they refuel the fighter jets like tens of 

thousands of feet in the air.  It was incredible.  So being able to be onboard one of those 

was remarkable.   

 

We saw an A-10 Warthog fighter jet, which was really, really neat.  And being able to, you 

know, interact with and meet the veterans that we were able to meet.  Like I met a 

gentleman by the name of -- starts with a D, oh, my God -- Desmond, who was a Vietnam 

veteran.  We had met so many women that had served as well and were able to play golf, 

some of them for the very first time.  So it was just so fulfilling to be able to be a part of that, 

especially for the inaugural event.  So hopefully it's something that year after year we'll be 

able to help continue raise awareness to the fact that women are veterans, too.  There are 

many, many women out there that go out and serve their country and are willing to risk their 

lives.  I think that taking care of them is just as important as it is taking care of the male 
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veterans.  For someone to be able to risk their life for the nation, they're the -- hero doesn't 

even describe it properly.  

 

MODERATOR:  It's a great weekend for that promotion just being Memorial Day weekend.  

But how are you feeling about your game as it stands right now and is it comfortable to come 

back to a place that you know you already played well, 64 the first day last year.  That's a 

tournament record in the history of that tournament. 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Really?   

 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, 64.   

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  I thought she shot 63. 

 

MODERATOR:  I don't so think. 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  No, she just shot 17-under without having to.  No, it's wonderful to be 

back here.  Like I said, I have a lot of great memories from Ann Arbor from last year as well 

as previous years.  I love being out here.   

 

I feel like my game is in a really good place.  Last week I missed the cut, but there were 

several days a little bit of everything kind of showed itself.  So I was putting really well one 

day, I was driving it great another day, my irons were really, really crisp.  So it feels like 

everything's starting to come together and it's a really good time to peak at this time of year.  

You've got majors coming up, you know, starting with this tournament, which is -- I've always 

held Ann Arbor very near and dear to my heart.  I played a Symetra Tour event out here 

back in the day and I remember losing to Lorena Ochoa because I was 18 and thought I 

could hit driver off the deck on the 72nd hole over water, and learned I couldn't.  This is just 

such a wonderful place to be, so I'm just really stoked. 

 

Q.  What were your impressions of the golf course and how does it kind of meet your 

eye, I guess? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Well, I remember last year the weather was completely different.  It felt a 

lot more like summer than spring and it was definitely borderline hot last year.  Just kind of, it 

was great just seeing the layout of the golf course.   

 

A couple people, they said I wonder how it's going to play during the tournament, is it kind of 

like a basic golf course, this, that.  I said just wait to see how it's going to turn out once it 

dries out, and we've got all these run outs and everything like that.  I just think it's a great 

golf course to be able to be out here to play.  It's a lot of fun.  And you kind of have to hit a 

huge variety of shots.  It's not just driver, 5-iron every single hole, so I think it is very 

demanding.  There's plenty of risk-reward out there.  It's not just stock standard hit your drive 

down the middle and, like I said, have 5-iron in.  You kind of have to hit every single shot out 

there. 
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Q.  When did you first golf in Ann Arbor? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  I'm trying to think if it was 2001 or 2002 we played a Symetra Tour event 

at Forest Lake.  I can't remember if I played in '01 as well.  It might have only been '02, but I 

had come here because my family has friends in Ypsilanti actually, so we've just kind of 

been coming and hanging out off and on over the last almost 20 years now. 

 

Q.  What's your impressions of golf in Michigan? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  I think it's one of the most underrated states when it comes to golf.  I 

haven't been very far here in the state, but I've been throughout bits and places throughout 

the southern part of the state and I think that it's absolutely beautiful.  There's some fantastic 

golf courses.  I love tree-lined golf courses, you've got elevation changes.  You've got tons of 

water obviously with the Great Lakes being so close by.  But I think it's one of the most 

underrated places in our country I think when it comes to golf.  There are just some sick golf 

courses out here. 

 

Q.  You mentioned the calendar, a lot of big tournaments, majors coming up these 

next, whatever, two months.  Just how important is it to kind of get your game in 

shape and peak at the right time? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  Yeah, I think it's hugely important.  This is right now we're starting our 

major 12-week stretch of 12 tournaments in a row with three majors kind of in the middle of 

that.  I think it's hugely important to be able to start seeing positives and seeing 

improvements when you're coming up to this because you don't want to peak too early 

necessarily because then you're going to be gassed out by the time the majors come in.  So 

I think this is a perfect time to kind of showcase where everything's at in one's game. 

 

Q.  There are a lot of Korean players.  How do you feel with the playing with Korean? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  I think it's fantastic.  There is no question that Koreans showed that 

they're some of the best players in the world.  Obviously Lydia Ko is a New Zealander but 

she was born in Korea.  Obviously Inbee Park, who's our gold medalist of last year's Rio 

Olympics, a very proud Korean player.  We've got so many players from South Korea that 

are in the top-10 in the world, top-20 in the world and I think it's just a testament to the work 

ethic that there is in South Korea, and it's something that I'm very proud of.  I was born and 

raised in America, but I was raised in a Korean household and it's something that I think is 

fantastic. 

 

Q.  Who is the best Korean player in your mind? 

 

CHRISTINA KIM:  It's difficult to say.  I think obviously Lydia Ko is No. 1 in the world for a 

reason.  She does everything right.  She is deadly with her hybrids and she's one of the best 

putters of all time.  Then you've got someone like Sung Hyun Park, she won seven times on 
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the KLPGA Tour last year and is reaching for her maiden victory this year.  It's a very 

exciting time.  Obviously So Yeon Ryo, who just won the ANA Inspiration.  There's a long, 

long list of the best players out here.  

 

MODERATOR:  Sounds good.  Thank you so much for your time. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

