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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   ARIYA JUTANUGARN  
May 23, 2017 
 

 

MODERATOR:  Ariya Jutanugarn, defending champion.  What's up?  How have you been?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Good. 

 

MODERATOR:  Good, good.  So you're defending for the second time in two weeks.  What 

do you feel just coming back here to a place that you won last year and played so well?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I feel great.  I have a really good memory here and I had so much 

fun last year, and this year I just really want to go have fun again. 

 

MODERATOR:  Does it feel different, like do you feel more comfortable after having gone 

through that whole thing last week again?  Now this week it's the same kind of feeling, but is 

it -- were you nervous at all last week defending or is it just another week for you?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Not really.  I mean, I got a little bit excited like before the first 

round, but after I played first few holes I feel okay, I feel like comfortable to play. 

 

MODERATOR:  It has to be exciting to walk around and see your face all over the signs and 

stuff as defending champion, too.  So what do you like about this golf course?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I really like it.  I mean this year is different than last year because 

last year everything was really firm, but this year it's getting wet and it's not that firm as last 

year.  But everything here, the greens are perfect, the course is good. 

 

MODERATOR:  Has anything changed in your game since last year?  Are you better at 

something last year than -- or better at something this year than you were last year?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I hope I have something better than last year.  I've been working 

with my like half swing, so I think it's getting better. 

 

MODERATOR:  What do you like to do for fun around here?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I love to eat, so eating is fun.  

 

MODERATOR:  Anyplace in particular you like in the area, or you just like exploring all the 

new places?  That's what I do. 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Okay. 

 

MODERATOR:  I just go on like Yelp and just look up what's really good in the area.  
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ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Find some really good Thai restaurant. 

 

Q.  You kind of answered this already, but is it difficult coming to a place you've won?  

Do you put more pressure on yourself especially after defending or whatever? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Not really because I'm not going to compare myself this year and 

last year because I think it's different.  My feeling come here is different, everything is 

different.  I just really want to go have fun and still try to improve my game more. 

 

Q.  Last year you did not use a driver at all, you went with a 3-wood all the way 

through.  When you see the course, the condition it's in now, do you think you can 

still do that? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Do you? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Yeah, no driver this week. 

 

Q.  Why no driver? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Why?  I just feel like more confident with like if I hit 3-wood.  And 

I've been working on with my driver and one day if I have really full commitment with my 

driver I'm going to use it. 

 

MODERATOR:  How far do you hit the 3-wood, do you know?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Not far. 

 

MODERATOR:  Not that far? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  Like 240, 250. 

 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, me, too. (Laughs.) What was it like to win three in a row just thinking 

back last year?  

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  It feel great for me.  I think it's amazing.  I never think I can do that 

again.  It's great for me. 

 

Q.  What do you think about golf in Michigan?  Do you like golf in the state of 

Michigan?  What are your impressions of the courses in Michigan? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I've been in Michigan a few times and this club one of my favorite 

courses.  Everything is great like when you go out there and you know like the course is in 

great shape. 
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Q.  You talk about three in a row, but last year more than three in a row.  You had 

quite a season finishing up with all sorts of awards at the end of the year.  When you 

take a look at it, you know, you said you don't want to compare yourself to last year, 

so how do you figure you get better this year? 

 

ARIYA JUTANUGARN:  I didn't try to win more than last year, but I tried to improve my 

game.  So, like I say, I've been working on with my half swing shot and it's getting better, I 

improve my game.  
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