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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:    BERNHARD LANGER  ( -20)    
May 21, 2017 
 

 

Q.  Bernhard, your thoughts going into today, did you think you would probably have 

to get to 20, 21 under?   

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I didn't think it would have to be that low, but once I got to 17 

I just tried not to think about, you know, what the outcome and all that.  So my goal was to 

get to 20.  I figured well, I've got a two- or three-shot lead, if I can get to 20, they won't be 

able to catch me.  So I was very fortunate to make three more birdies coming home and 

separate myself from the rest. 

 

Q.  You had five birdies on the front and three in a row on the back and then cruised 

home from there.  Once you went up by three, four strokes, you probably felt a little 

better?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Of course it feels better.  It's nerve wracking when you're just one 

in front or just one behind and every shot can determine the outcome of the tournament.  So 

it was nice to have a little bit of a cushion.  As it turned out, I almost made a hole-in-one on 

17, hit a great shot there to make another birdie.  And then 18, played it safe.  

 

Q.  How much of a momentum swing was 12 because it went so badly for Funk and so 

well for you?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, obviously it was huge for me and terrible for Fred because 

we, up until then, it was neck to neck.  Even Scott Parel was right in there as well.  There 

were plenty of holes to be played, so nobody really had their nose in front by a great deal.   

 

When I made birdie and Fred made, what, triple bogey, that was a big swing in my favor.  At 

that point I got -- I jumped ahead and then I never relented.  Kept making two or three more 

birdies from that point on.  I think I made three 2s today, which is very difficult to do on these 

par 3s because they're all pretty good holes. 

 

Q.  When you came into the weekend down six strokes, you probably still think you're 

in it but you probably don't think you're going to win it by five?  

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  That's right, I didn't think I would win it by that large of a margin.  I 

was hoping to be in contention coming down the last few holes and you just never know.  

But I've had some really low Sunday scores this year and was hoping that this would be 

another one and it turned out to be, but I got a little bit of help from Fred there as well. 

 

Q.  This is your eighth major championship on the PGA TOUR Champions.  The first 

one you had to come from behind on Sunday to get.  Is that significant at all, did you 

even know that? 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  No.  You know, I've won 105 tournaments now worldwide as a pro.  

You're going to win some from behind, you're going to win some from the front, and some 

are very close all the way down the stretch and even a playoff.  So it's got to be a bunch of 

everything.  You don't think about that, you just play every shot as good as you can and 

hope for the best. 

 

Q.  What about matching one of the great ones in Jack Nicklaus? 

 

BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that's pretty neat.  Not many people can say they match 

Jack Nicklaus in anything.  To have won as many majors on this tour as he has is 

outstanding obviously and a thrill for me.  I'm still way behind on the regular tour, though, in 

majors. 
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