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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:   JOHN DALY      
May 17, 2017 
 

 

Q.  J.D., after one year out on the PGA TOUR Champions, obviously the win at 

Insperity, your first PGA Tour-sanctioned win in 13 years, how did it feel to break 

through after a year out here? 

 

JOHN DALY:  It feels great.  Every tour's so hard to win on now, it just felt great to finally get 

one.  There's so many great players on this tour that's been out here a while that hasn't won.  

I got it a little later than I wanted, but I got one and it just built on confidence.  And where 

we're playing this week, this course is so great, it's just a little tighter. 

 

Q.  Do you have good memories of this tournament course going back to last year?  

You had a few good rounds here if I remember.  

 

JOHN DALY:  I do.  Somebody told me I made like 19 birdies, three eagles and shot 7 

under, so I had a lot of big numbers, too.  It's a course you can never go to sleep on it.  It's 

not very long, but it can get you.  There OB on every hole right and left.  If you drive the ball 

straight, you can score really well because the greens are perfect. 

 

Q.  So most players' mindset going in every week is to win, that kind of goes without 

saying, but after grabbing that win, does your mindset change, does your confidence 

change coming into this week? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Yeah, I mean I feel like I'm driving the ball as good as anybody right now.  

Every week for us it's about putting.  Every tour, every player that ever plays golf 

professionally, if they're putting really, really good, they've got a great shot to win and mine's 

been very streaky.  But I'm a bermuda guy, I love playing on bermuda greens, I feel like I 

can putt them better than I can when we get out to the Midwest when it starts to be poa and 

bent where they get a little slower because the summer comes around and they can't get 

them quick enough. 

 

Q.  Goes without saying that obviously the theory is take it one week at a time, but 

with the season-long Charles Schwab Cup race, now you're inside the top-10, do you 

start projecting out a little bit, do you catch yourself looking ahead after moving so far 

up and obviously coming off the win? 

 

JOHN DALY:  No, I don't believe in that.  I just look I've got so used to riding on this tour 

which I feel spoiled, I going to walk this week and I'm so out of shape, but after the first 

round tomorrow I'll get through it.  But the golf course, if I play good, hit the ball solid, I just 

think of each day and each round. 

 

Q.  And then final question, J.D., obviously this year on the PGA TOUR Champions, 

how would you assess your first year out here?  I know it's been a different feel kind 
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of being the signature player in every field you go into and you're kind of the circus 

coming to town, so to speak, and you're the most popular guy here.  Has it been a 

little bit of a readjustment going to all these new cities and being the number-one 

target for fans, media, et cetera? 

 

JOHN DALY:  I mean, it's all right.  It gets tiring sometimes, but a lot of the places we go, 

like last week in Houston, you know, we played the Shell Houston Open every year; 

Endicott, we played a PGA Tour event there for years; Sherwood, we used to do a 

tournament there.  So there's a lot of the courses I know, but on this tour for me I played it 

so conservative last year, I really didn't have a driver in my bag last year that I feel like I can 

take courses on, take that risk-reward, and with this Vertical driver, I feel like I can hit it as 

straight as my putter, it's unbelievable. 

 

Q.  And then final question, for you to win this week, what's going to have to happen? 

 

JOHN DALY:  Just keep doing what I'm doing, and hopefully these greens are so perfect, 

everybody's going to putt pretty good, I think.  I think it all comes down to putting.  The golf 

course is in awesome shape like it was last year.  It's just a matter of execution, hitting the 

ball solid. 
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